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Parshat Acharei Mot

Parshat Acharei Mot - The Cohen Gadol Remains Alone

1. Ani Maamin
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I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, blessed is He, is not a body, and He is
free from all the accidents of matter, and has no physicality at all.

2. Vayikra 16:2,13,17
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G-d said to Moshe: 'Speak to Aharon your brother, that he not come at any time into
the holy place within the veil, before the ark-cover which is upon the ark; so that he
does not die; for I appear in the cloud upon the ark-cover.... And he shall put the
incense upon the fire before G-d, that the cloud of the incense may cover the ark-
cover that is upon the testimony, that he does not die.... And there shall be no man
in the tent of meeting when he goes in to make atonement in the holy place, until he
come out, and have made atonement for himself, and for his household, and for all
the assembly of Israel.

3. Yerushalmi 1:5 (7a-b)
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Misha: The elders of Beit Din handed him to the elders of the Cohanim. They took
him to the upper chamber of Beit Avtinas. They made him swear, left and went on
their way. They said to him, “Our master, Cohen Gadol, we are the representatives
of Beit Din and you are our representative and a representative of Beit Din. We make
you swear by the One who rests His Name in this house that you will not change a
single thing from everything that we have said to you. He separated and cried, and
they separated and cried.
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Talmud: Why did they make him swear? Because of the Baitusim who said that the
incense should be offered outside and carried in [to the Holy of Holies]. Once it
happened that there was one who offered the incense outside and carried it in. When
he came out he said to his father, “Even though all your days you used to expound
[to do it like this] you have never done it in practice, until this person [I] came and
did it.” His father replied, “Even though we expounded like that all our days, but we
always acted according to the will of the Sages. I will be surprised if you live very
much longer in this world. They said it was not much longer until he died. Some say
that worms came out of his nose and a calf’s hoof-print was on his forehead.... They
asked Rabbi Abahu, “Doesn’t it say, “No Adam may be in the Ohel Moed when he
comes to atone...” - Even those about whom it is written, “Their face is the face of
Adam” may not be in the Ohel Moed.” He said to them, “[This only applies] when it is
offered correctly.

4. Yerushalmi Yoma 5:2 (27a)
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Shimon HaTzadik served as Cohen Gadol for forty years. In his final year he said to
them, “In this year I will die.” They asked him, “How do you know?” He answered,
“Every year when I would enter the Holy of Holies an old man dressed in white and
robed in white entered with me and left with me. This year he entered with me but
did not leave with me.” They asked Rabbi Abahu, “But doesn’t it say....” He replied,
“Do you think it was a person [or an angel]? I say it was the Holy One, blessed is He!

5. Berachot 7a
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It was taught: Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha says: I once entered into the innermost part
[of the Sanctuary] to offer incense and saw Akathriel Yah, the Lord of Hosts, seated
upon a high and exalted throne. He said to me: Yishmael, My son, bless Me! I
replied: May it be Your will that Your mercy may suppress Your anger and Your
mercy may prevail over Your other attributes, so that You may deal with Your
children according to the attribute of mercy and may, on their behalf, stop short of
the limit of strict justice! And He nodded to me with His head. Here we learn
[incidentally] that the blessing of an ordinary man must not be considered lightly in
your eyes.
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6. Sanhedrin 95b
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Rabbi Abahu said: If it were not written in the verse it would be impossible to say.
The verse states, “In that day shall the Lord shave with a razor that is hired in the
parts beyond the River, even with the king of Assyria, the head and the hair of the
feet; and it shall also sweep away the beard” (Yishaya 7:20). The Holy One, blessed is
He, came and appeared to him like an old man...

7. Yerushalmi Taanit 2:1 (9a)
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It says, “G-d is not a man that He should lie...” (Bamidbar 23:19)... Rabbi Abahu
said: If a man says to you “I am god” he is lying. [If he says] “I am a man” he will
eventually stumble in this. [If he says] I will ascend to Heaven” he can say it but it
will not come to pass.

8. Shemot Rabba 29:5
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Alternatively: “I am the L-rd your G-d.” Rabbi Abahu said this is analogous to a
human king who has a father or a brother. G-d said, “I am not like this. “I am the
tirst” (Yishaya 44:6), for I have no father, “and I am the last” (ibid.), for I have no
brother, “And without Me there is no G-d” (ibid.) for I have no son.

9. Diocletian
Diocletian was a Roman Emperor from 284 to 305. The Diocletianic Persecution (303-
11), the Empire's last, largest, and bloodiest official persecution of Christianity, did

not destroy the Empire's Christian community; indeed, after 324 Christianity became
the empire's preferred religion under its first Christian emperor, Constantine.
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10. Chulin 6a
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Rabbi Yitzchak bar Yosef was sent by Rabbi Abahu to bring wine from the Cutians.
He found an old man who said to him, “There are none here who observe the
Torah.” Rabbi Yitzchak went and told Rabbi Abahu. Rabbi Abahu went and told
these words to Rabbi Ami and Rabbi Assi. Before they moved from there they made
them into idolaters completely.

11. Rambam’s Third Principle (Introduction to Perek Chelek)
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The Third Fundamental principle: We are to believe that He is incorporeal, that His
unity is physical neither potentially nor actually. None of the attributes of matter can
be predicated of Him, neither motion, nor rest for example. They cannot refer to Him
accidentally or essentially. That is why our sages denied Him composition and
separation, and said: “On high there is neither sitting nor standing, neither want nor
weariness” (Chagigah 15a), i.e., neither composition nor separation, as the Biblical
usage of these words attests. The prophet asked: “To whom can you compare G-d,
whom might He resemble?” (Yishaya 40:18). If He were a body, He would be like
other bodies. Whenever Scripture describes Him in corporeal terms like walking,
standing, sitting, speaking, and the like, it speaks metaphorically. Thus our sages
said: “The Torah speaks in human language” (Berakhot 31b). This third fundamental
principle is taught in the Biblical verse: “You have seen no image” (Devarim 4:15).
This verse means to say, one cannot conceive of Him as one would something that
has an image, since, as we have shown, He has no body at all, actually or potentially.

(www.mhceny.org/qt/1005.pdf)

Rabbi David Sedley www.rabbisedley.blogspot.com



Page5

Parshat Acharei Mot

12. Chagiga 15a
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Acher ‘cut down the saplings’... What happened? He saw Metatron who was given
permission to sit and write the merits of Yisrael. [Acher] said, “We have a tradition
that above there is no sitting and no competition, no turning away and no
exhaustion. Perhaps (Heaven forbid) there are two gods.

13. Rambam: Mishne Torah Hilchot Teshuva 3:14-15
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The following types of people have no share in the World to Come, and are cut off,
destroyed and excommunicated for ever on account of their very great sins and
wickedness: An infidel...

Five types of people are classified as infidels: One who says that there is no God and
that there never has been a Leader; one who admits that there is a Leader but that
there is more than one; one who admits that there is a single God but that He has a
body and form; one who says that God is not the first and that He did not create
everything; and one who worships a star or constellation in order for there to be an
advocate between himself and God. Each of these opinions counts as infidelity.

(http:/ /www.panix.com/ ~jjbaker/MadaT.html)
14. Yerushalmi Avoda Zara 3:1
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When Rabbi Abahu did they showed him the portion set aside for him in the World
to Come. They passed before him 13 rivers of Persimmon. When he asked, “Who is
this for?” they answered him and said, “All of this is for Rabbi Abahu.” He was
astounded and said, “Are these really all for me? I thought that I was toiling in
vain...” (Yishaya 49:4).
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