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Bereishit - Metaphorically Speaking

L'ilui Nishmat R' Avraham ben Yona Ya'akov

Potential Answers:

1. Stephen Jay Gould - Non-Overlapping Magisteria

The magisterium of science covers the empirical realm: what the Universe is made of
(fact) and why does it work in this way (theory). The magisterium of religion
extends over questions of ultimate meaning and moral value. These two magisteria
do not overlap, nor do they encompass all inquiry (consider, for example, the
magisterium of art and the meaning of beauty).

Age of the Universe
2. Rosh Hashana 12a
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It was taught: The Sages of Yisrael count for the flood according to Rabbi Eliezer,
and for seasons like Rabbi Yehoshua. The Sages of the non-Jewish nations count also
for the flood like Rabbi Yehoshua.

3. Avoda Zara 9a-b
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It was taught in the house of Eliyahu: The world is for 6000 years. 2000 years of
nothingness, 2000 years of Torah and 2000 years of Mashiach. Because of our sins
those years that have passed have already passed... Rav Papa said: If the Tanna does
not know the number of years he should ask a scribe how many he writes, and add
on another 48 and he will have the right number... If a scribe does not know the
number he should ask a Tanna how many he teaches and subtract 48 to find the
right number.

4. Abarbanel Bereishit 1 Ninth Question
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created in one day at one time. The
days are mentioned in the acts of
creation to allude to the different
levels of created things that were
made according to their natural
order. Not that they were literal days,
and nothing came before anything
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else in time during the creation. However, there were some things that were created,
and afterwards were revealed and their function appeared later. This is also the
concept of unity of creation - to show the creatures what had already been created.

Speaking Serpents and Tree of Life

5. Abarbanel Bereishit 3:1
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There are three opinions regarding
the story of the serpent and his
words. One opinion claims that at
the beginning of creation the
serpent had intelligence and
speech, and walked upright. When
it sinned its intellect and speech
were removed, and its legs were

cut off. This entirely contradicts
nature and reality, and it is not
mentioned in the curses of the
snake, even though it is the most
serious of all of them.
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The second opinion is that the speaking serpent was Satan who only appeared to
man in the form of a serpent, as Rav Saadiah and others wrote. They are views that
truly have no worth.

The third opinion is from Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim and those who follow in his
footsteps - that the text has no simple meaning, but it is a metaphor from natural
Divine wisdom.

6. Pesachim 94a

oYY DWWH TR W1 WD 2OWWwA TR 2°7XN 7079 MIRA YR DY 7079 NIRA YA 0 00Xn whhn
77T 70702 1912 @MW 9D RINI DI DOWWR TR 7TV 1TV DOWWR TR N 12 2WWwn TR 29
Rakh b

It was taught: Egypt is 400 parsa by 400 parsa. Egypt is 1/60th of Kush. Kush is
1/60th of the world. The world is 1/60th of the Garden. The Garden is 1/60th of
Eden and Eden is 1/60th of Gehinom. It turns out that the entire world is only the lid
of a pot compared to Gehinom.

Meaning of the Metaphor
7. Mishne Torah Hilchot Teshuva 5:1
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Permission is given to every person. If a person wants to lean himself to the side of
good and to be righteous the permission is in his hand. If he wants to lean himself to
the side of wickedness and be wicked, the permission is in his hand. This is what the
verse means, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil.”
(Bereishit 3:22). In other words, this species of mankind is unique in the world, and
there is no other species comparable in this respect. Man, of his own volition,
intentionally and with thought knows good and bad and can do whichever he

chooses. There is nothing that prevents him from doing either good or bad.
Therefore, “Lest he send forth his hand...” (ibid.)

8. Shmoneh Perakim chapter 8
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You must know something that is agreed by both our Torah and the Greek
philosophy, and it has been proven with clear evidence. The acts of a person are
given to him - nothing forces him to do them. There is nothing external which
prevents him, to cause him to strive for heights or depths, only the readiness of his
nature, as we have explained, which can make something easier for him or more
difficult. However nothing forces or prevents him in any way.

9. Moreh Nevuchim 3:17
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The theory of man's perfectly free will is one of the fundamental principles of the
Law of our Teacher Moses, and of those who follow the Law. According to this
principle man does what is in his power to do, by his nature, his choice, and his will;
and his action is not due to any faculty created for the purpose.
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