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Potential Answers: 

1. Stephen Jay Gould – Non-Overlapping Magisteria 

The magisterium of science covers the empirical realm: what the Universe is made of 
(fact) and why does it work in this way (theory). The magisterium of religion 
extends over questions of ultimate meaning and moral value. These two magisteria 
do not overlap, nor do they encompass all inquiry (consider, for example, the 
magisterium of art and the meaning of beauty). 

Age of the Universe 

2. Rosh Hashana 12a 

  .כר' יהושע חכמי אומות העולם מונין אף למבול כר' יהושע ת"ר חכמי ישראל מונין למבול כר"א ולתקופה

It was taught: The Sages of Yisrael count for the flood according to Rabbi Eliezer, 
and for seasons like Rabbi Yehoshua. The Sages of the non-Jewish nations count also 
for the flood like Rabbi Yehoshua.  

3. Avoda Zara 9a-b 

תנא דבי אליהו ששת אלפים שנה הוי העולם שני אלפים תוהו שני אלפים תורה שני אלפים ימות המשיח בעונותינו 
שרבו יצאו מהן מה שיצאו... אמר רב פפא אי טעי תנא ולא ידע פרטיה כמה הוי לישייליה לספרא כמה כתיב וניטפי 

טעי ספרא נשייליה לתנא כמה קתני וניבצר מינייהו ארבעים ושמונה ... ואי עלייהו ארבעין ותמני ומשכח ליה
 .ומשכח ליה

It was taught in the house of Eliyahu: The world is for 6000 years. 2000 years of 
nothingness, 2000 years of Torah and 2000 years of Mashiach. Because of our sins 
those years that have passed have already passed… Rav Papa said: If the Tanna does 
not know the number of years he should ask a scribe how many he writes, and add 
on another 48 and he will have the right number… If a scribe does not know the 
number he should ask a Tanna how many he teaches and subtract 48 to find the 
right number. 

4. Abarbanel Bereishit 1 Ninth Question 

Rambam thinks that there were not 
separate acts of creation during the 
six days, but that everything was 
created in one day at one time. The 
days are mentioned in the acts of 
creation to allude to the different 
levels of created things that were 
made according to their natural 
order. Not that they were literal days, 
and nothing came before anything 
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else in time during the creation. However, there were some things that were created, 
and afterwards were revealed and their function appeared later. This is also the 
concept of unity of creation – to show the creatures what had already been created.  

Speaking Serpents and Tree of Life 

5. Abarbanel Bereishit 3:1 

There are three opinions regarding 
the story of the serpent and his 
words. One opinion claims that at 
the beginning of creation the 
serpent had intelligence and 
speech, and walked upright. When 
it sinned its intellect and speech 
were removed, and its legs were 
cut off. This entirely contradicts 
nature and reality, and it is not 
mentioned in the curses of the 
snake, even though it is the most 
serious of all of them. 

The second opinion is that the speaking serpent was Satan who only appeared to 
man in the form of a serpent, as Rav Saadiah and others wrote. They are views that 
truly have no worth. 

The third opinion is from Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim and those who follow in his 
footsteps – that the text has no simple meaning, but it is a metaphor from natural 
Divine wisdom. 

6. Pesachim 94a 

ת"ש מצרים הי' ארבע מאות פרסה על ארבע מאות פרסה ומצרים אחד מששים בכוש וכוש אחד מששים בעולם 
ד מששים בעדן ועדן אחד מששים בגיהנם נמצא כל העולם כולו ככיסוי קדירה ועולם אחד מששים בגן וגן אח

 .לגיהנם

It was taught: Egypt is 400 parsa by 400 parsa. Egypt is 1/60th of Kush. Kush is 
1/60th of the world. The world is 1/60th of the Garden. The Garden is 1/60th of 
Eden and Eden is 1/60th of Gehinom. It turns out that the entire world is only the lid 
of a pot compared to Gehinom. 

Meaning of the Metaphor 

7. Mishne Torah Hilchot Teshuva 5:1 

אם רצה להטות עצמו לדרך טובה ולהיות צדיק, הרשות בידו; ואם רצה להטות עצמו   רשות כל אדם נתונה לו:
 בראשית" (הוא שכתוב בתורה "הן האדם היה כאחד ממנו, לדעת, טוב ורע  רעה ולהיות רשע, הרשות בידו. לדרך

בדעתו כלומר הן מין זה של אדם היה אחד בעולם, ואין לו מין שני דומה לו בזה העניין, שיהא הוא מעצמו  -) ג,כב
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וכיון שכן   ובמחשבתו יודע הטוב והרע ועושה כל מה שהוא חפץ, ואין לו מי שיעכב על ידו מלעשות הטוב או הרע.
  ).הוא, "פן ישלח ידו" (שם

Permission is given to every person. If a person wants to lean himself to the side of 
good and to be righteous the permission is in his hand. If he wants to lean himself to 
the side of wickedness and be wicked, the permission is in his hand. This is what the 
verse means, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil.” 
(Bereishit 3:22). In other words, this species of mankind is unique in the world, and 
there is no other species comparable in this respect. Man, of his own volition, 
intentionally and with thought knows good and bad and can do whichever he 
chooses. There is nothing that prevents him from doing either good or bad. 
Therefore, “Lest he send forth his hand…” (ibid.)  

8. Shmoneh Perakim chapter 8 

יון, ואישרוהו מופתי האמת הוא, שמעשי האדם מסורים לו, אין -לספתואתה דע, שדבר שהסכימו עליו תורתנו ופ
כופה אותו בהם, ואין לא שום מניע לו מן החוץ, שיטהו למעלה או לפחיתות, חוץ מן ההכנה המיזגית בלבד, כפי 

 .לא מכל מקום -שבארנו, שמקילה עליו דבר או מכבידה; אבל שיהיה מחויב או נמנע 

You must know something that is agreed by both our Torah and the Greek 
philosophy, and it has been proven with clear evidence. The acts of a person are 
given to him – nothing forces him to do them. There is nothing external which 
prevents him, to cause him to strive for heights or depths, only the readiness of his 
nature, as we have explained, which can make something easier for him or more 
difficult. However nothing forces or prevents him in any way. 

9. Moreh Nevuchim 3:17 

חריה היא שהאדם בעל יכולת מוחלטת, כלומר שיש בטבעו ובבחירתו יסוד תורת משה רבנו ע"ה וכל ההולכים א
 .צו לעשות כל מה שביד האדם לעשותוחפ

The theory of man's perfectly free will is one of the fundamental principles of the 
Law of our Teacher Moses, and of those who follow the Law. According to this 
principle man does what is in his power to do, by his nature, his choice, and his will; 
and his action is not due to any faculty created for the purpose. 


