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Tonight’s shiur is for the Refuah Shleima of Shiri bat Gila

Remember What Amalek Did to You

1. Pesikta 12:12
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“Remember what Amalek did to you.” Rabbi Berachiya said in the house of Rebbi:
To what can this be compared? To a king who had an orchard, and he had a dog that
sat and guarded the orchard. The son of the king’s friend came to steal from the
orchard. The dog got up and bit him. The king did not want his son to remind the
son of his friend that he tried to steal from the orchard. So he would say ‘remember
the incident with the dog.” Similarly Yisrael sinned at Refidim and said “Is G-d in
our midst or not” (Shemot 17:7). Immediately a dog came and bit them - this is
Amalek, as the verse states, “Amalek came and waged war with Yisrael in Refidim”
(ibid. verse 8). When G-d wanted to remind Yisrael about the sin of Refidim he said
“Do you remember Amalek, who came to fight against you? Remember that which
Amalek did to you.”

Remember the Sin of the Golden Calf

2. Devarim 9:7
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Remember, do not forget, how you angered G-d, your G-d, in the desert. From the
day that you left Egypt until you reached this place, you have been rebellious
against G-d.
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3. Mechilta Beshalach Shira 3
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“This is my G-d” (Shemot 15:2). Rabbi Eliezer says: From where do you know that a
maidservant saw more at the Red Sea than Yishaya and Yechezkel saw? Because the
verse says, “And for the ministry of the prophets I used metaphors” (Hoshea 12:11).
It also says, “The Heavens opened and I saw visions of G-d” (Yechezkel 1:1). This is
analogous to a human king who came to a city. He had trumpeters and warriors on
his right and left, and soldiers before and after him. Everyone asked “Who is this
king?” because he is only human just as they are. But when G-d revealed Himself at
the Red Sea nobody needed to ask “Who is this king?” but as soon as they saw Him
they recognised Him and everyone opened their mouth and exclaimed “This is my
G-d and I will glorify Him.”

4. Devarim 5:4
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Face to face G-d spoke with you at the mountain, from the fire.

5. Zohar Shemot p. 82a
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“Face to face G-d spoke...” In Yechezkel it says “as if a chashmal” and “the likeness
of four creatures.” It is like someone who saw from behind high walls, like someone
who saw someone else behind the wall. Rabbi Yehuda said: That which Yisrael saw
no other prophet saw.

6. Avot2:4
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Hillel says... and do not believe in yourself until the day you die.
7. Berachot 29a
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It was taught: Do not believe in yourself until the day you die, because Yochanan
served as Cohen Gadol for 80 years, but in the end became a Sadducee.
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8. Yerushalmi Shabbat 1:3 8a-b
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There was once a chasid who would sit and teach “Do not believe in yourself until
the day you become old - like me.” A spirit came [disguised as a woman] and tested
him. He began to regret his sin. The spirit said, “don’t feel bad, I am a spirit. Go and
be like your friends [and teach “until the day you die’].

9. Sanhedrin 107a
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Rav Yehuda said in the name of Rav: A person should never bring himself to a test.
For King David tested himself and failed. He said, “Master of the Universe, why do
they say ‘G-d of Avraham, G-d of Yitzchak and G-d of Yaakov’ but don’t say ‘G-d of
David'?” G-d replied, “They were tested, but you have not been tested by Me.”
David said, “Master of the Universe, test me,” as the verse states, “examine me, and
test me” (Tehillim 26:2). G-d said, “I will test you and I will make it easier for you,
because even though I didn’t tell the Avot their test, I will tell you that I will test you
with sexual temptation.” Immediately “It came to pass in the evening that David
arose from his bed...” (Shmuel 2 11:2).

10. Bamidbar 13:29
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Amalek dwells in the land of Negev.
11. Zohar Bamidbar 160a
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“Amalek dwells in the land of Negev.” This is the evil inclination which prosecutes.
It is constantly within the body.
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Remember Amalek

12. Zohar Shemot 64b
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Rabbi Abba said: What does the verse mean, “Is G-d in our midst or not?” Were
Yisrael foolish that they didn’t know the answer to this? But they saw the Divine
Presence before them, and the Clouds of Glory surrounding them, and they still
asked “Is G-d in our midst”? The people who saw the Glory of His Majesty at the
Sea, and we have learnt that a maidservant at the Sea saw more than Yechezkel -
they are so foolish that they asked “Is G-d in our midst or not”? Rather this is what
Rabbi Shimon said: They wanted to know the difference between Atik which is
completely hidden to the point where it is called ‘Nothingness’ (Ayin) and Ze'ir
Anpin which is called ‘G-d’. That is why the verse says “Is G-d in our midst or not”

(ayin).

13. Chagiga 13a
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Until here you have permission to speak. Beyond this you do not have permission to
speak, because it says in the book of Ben Sira, “Do not expound upon things which
are too far from you, and do not investigate that which is hidden from you.
Contemplate what you have inherited.”

14. Chagiga 15a
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Acher cut the saplings. Regarding him the verse states, “Do not let your mouth
mislead your flesh” (Kohelet 5). What happened? He saw that Metatron was given
permission to sit down to write the merits of Yisrael. He said to himself, “We have a
tradition that there is no sitting in Heaven, nor any competition, no turning away
and no tiredness. Perhaps there are two gods?

15. Bamidbar 12:7
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Not so My servant Moshe - in My whole house he is trustworthy.
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16. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Kuntres Sefer HaZichronot
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We have explained that the verse, “When you ask about the early days that were
before you...” (Devarim 4:32) is a positive commandment. Therefore it is obligatory
for everyone to make set times to learn about these matters. There are many well-
known books which were written by great people who truly feared God. From such
books a person comes to recognize the One who spoke and created the world, as
much as it is possible for a created being to know of Him. A person will also come to
have, at least as a belief, complete knowledge of God’s true unity, which is the
mitzvah of belief in His unity. Therefore none of these studies can be included in the
prohibition of studying the secrets of Torah, which only applies to “things which are
too far from you”, things which are hidden from your ability to know. But things
which can be understood intellectually are included within “contemplate what you
have inherited.”
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