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This shiur is dedicated in honour of the yarzheit of

Irena bat Ilia Brezner.
May her soul be bound in the bonds of eternal life

1. Shemot 11:11
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And G-d said to Moshe: 'Yet one plague more will I bring upon Pharaoh, and upon
Egypt; afterwards he will let you go from here; when he shall let you go, he shall
surely throw you out of here completely.

2. Shemot 11:1-2
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G-d spoke to Moshe and Aharon in the land of Egypt saying: This month is for you
the chief of months. It is the first for you of the months of the year.

3. Pesikta Rabbati Parshat HaChodesh
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“Drawn out hope makes the heart sick; but the tree of life is desire fulfilled” (Mishlei
13:12). Rabbi Chiya bar Abba said that this refers to Yisrael before they were
redeemed. When Moshe came to them and said to them, “G-d told me to go and tell
Yisrael ‘I have surely remembered you” (Shemot 3:16).” They said, “Moshe, it is not
yet the time for redemption. “What strength have I that I should wait? ... Is my
strength the strength of rocks? Is my flesh made of copper?” (Iyov 6:11-12). When he
said to them “In this month you will be redeemed” they said “This is a good sign.
Desire fulfilled is a tree of life.”

! Based on Pri Tzadik Parshat HaChodesh 4
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4. Shir HaShirim Rabba 2:8
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“The voice of my beloved, behold he comes” (Shir HaShirim 2:8) Rabbi Yehuda,
Rabbi Nechemiah and Rabbanan; Rabbi Yehuda says: This refers to Moshe, when he
came and said to Yisrael ‘in this month you will be redeemed.” The people said to
Moshe, ‘how can we be redeemed, didn't G-d say to Avraham “They will enslave
them and make them suffer for 400 years” (Bereishit 15) and only 210 years have
passed.” Moshe replied to them, “‘He wants you to be redeemed, so He doesn’t look
at your calculations, but “leaps over the mountains.” The mountains and valleys
here refer to the calculations of the end and the intercalation of the months. He leaps
over the calculations and over the calculations of the end and the intercalation of the
months, and in this month you will be redeemed, as the verse states, “This month is
the chief of months for you” (Shemot 12). Rabbi Nechemiah said: “The voice of my
beloved, behold he comes” refers to Moshe. When he said to Yisrael, “In this month
you will be redeemed” they said to him, “But we do not have any good deeds to our
merit.” Moshe replied to them, “Since G-d wants you to be redeemed He does not
look at your evil deeds. At whom does he look? At the righteous amongst you and at
their deeds, like Amram and his Beit Din”... They said to him, “Moshe, our teacher,
how can we be redeemed when all of Egypt is dirty with our idolatry.” He replied to
them, “Since He wants you to be redeemed He does not look at your idolatry, but
“skips over the mountains.” ‘Mountains’ refers to idolatry, as the verse states, “On
the top of the mountains they will offer their idolatrous sacrifices” (Hoshea 4).

5. Shemot 9:23
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Nobody saw anyone else, nor could anyone rise from their place for three days. But
for all the Children of Yisrael there was light in their dwelling.

6. Rashi Bereishit 1:1
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Rabbi Yitzchak said; The Torah should have started with “this month is for you...”
which is the first mitzvah that was commanded to Yisrael.
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7. Yerushalmi Rosh Hashana 1:32
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Rabbi Simon said: “Much have You done, O You G-d, my G-d, Your wonders and
Your thoughts are for us” (Tehillim 40:6). In the past You have done much. From
here on, “Your wonders and Your thoughts are for us.” Rabbi Levi said: This is
comparable to a king who had a timepiece. Once his son arose, he gave it to him.
Rabbi Yosse bar Chanina said: This is comparable to a king who had a guard booth.
Once his son arose he gave it to him. Rabbi Acha said: This is comparable to a king
who had a ring. Once his son arose he gave it to him. Rabbi Chiya bar Ba said: This is
comparable to a carpenter who had carpentry tools. Once his son arose he gave it to
him. Rabbi Yitzchak said: This is comparable to a king who had treasures. Once his
son arose he gave it to him. The Rabbis say: This is comparable to a doctor who had
a medical bag. Once his son arose he gave it to him..

8. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Machashavot Charutz 10:4
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This is why the Hebrew word for month is chodesh, from the root chadash (new).
Every month there is renewal and newness, and it never gets old, because it
disappears temporarily. The renewal after the disappearance is a new thing and not
the same as it was before. “A person does not truly understand the words of Torah
until he has tripped over them” (Gittin 43a). This means that the renewal of Torah
must be through its disappearance and stumbling. Through this comes renewal and
newness.... For this reason we bring a ‘new offering” on “your Shavuos”, because the
counting of the weeks beforehand is what causes the offering to be new. Yisrael
merit this because they count their calendar based on the moon, and in the future
they will become renewed like the moon, and find the newness after it has been
hidden.... “There is nothing new under the sun,” and everything loses its value as it
becomes old, because the person has become used to it. But the words of Torah must
be as if they are new every day, and as precious at all times like at the time they were
tirst given. Only “under the sun” is nothing new, but beyond the sun, which is the
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realm of Torah, there is newness. At any moment a person can achieve new things
that were never known or revealed in the world before.

9. Rav Gedalyah Schorr: Ohr Gedalyahu: Moadim Parshat HaChodesh
DAY DNV ,M1YN WITP MY N2713N NONI DIMNY 1D 7322 MYTNNNN N Y NN 1N wiTn

VITN NNN HOYY, MYTNNNN NI 0N 17,030 NN WTIND DY NWISN »325 1MV Ny, NMNd YINNNY

YNNI 71032 ANTIY, 01V PIAYN NXIN AN WITN YW Py XONYW WP N1 7002 I 129 Y PNIoNAY ,Madn
,MVTNNN DY Py DY H992 N NNDY LYA0N 97D PNIVN NIM ,NINPA NI 0MIYI ND1IND N DMV MV

UYL P9Y D030 199 MYTNNMND X DTNA PYY 1D DININM)
WINM INY NN DTN PYY OX 2 ,MUTNNNN N2 5Y XN NI Y0 Py NN MI%0 WITNY 9N 1dY

oY MY YW MY D) DYN 132X YD YN INY YOO N, MUTNNN DY NN oXya wvias v, 1adn
MYTNNNN NN YD 51PN INSY IR WTND DTNA 5137, MION YINMY 1012 WTIN UKW myTnnn
;092 M YTIND DY NYISN DNY 1N7Y, DIXNND IRYY NYI INIWT 100 M MYTHNND N 172 TN
DNIW 2 T2 MON WITNN ND
The renewal of the moon teaches the power of renewal to the Children of Yisrael, as
we say in the prayer of Kiddush HaChodesh, “that they will renew in the future like
the moon.” At the time that the Children of Yisrael were given the section of “This
month is for you” they were given the power of renewal, which is demonstrated by
the renewal of the moon. The students of Rabbeinu Yonah in their commentary on
Berachot ask: The renewal of the moon is a simple calculation, as the Talmud
explains, ‘sometimes a long cycle, sometimes a short cycle.” This is a calculation of a
physical phenomenon, so why does it allude to renewal? They answer that it
appears to people as though the moon renews, and therefore we make a blessing
over it. Look there....
Therefore even though the renewal of the moon is a natural phenomenon, it teaches
about the power of renewal, because if it appears to people that the moon is being
renewed, and it is clothed in the physical world as renewal, this is a sign that in the
highest worlds there is a spirit of renewal. On Rosh Chodesh, when the moon is
renewed a person can renew themselves, and to receive help from the power of
renewal which comes on Rosh Chodesh. This power of renewal was given to Yisrael
when they left Egypt, when the section of “this month is for you” was given to them.

10. Mishna Rosh Hashana 1:1
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There are four ‘New Years'... On the first of Shevat is the New Year for a tree,
according to Beit Shammai. Beit Hillel say on the fifteenth of the month.
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11. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Pri Tzadik on Tu BiShvat 2
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I saw fit to ask why the Mishna says “tree’ in the singular. Others have answered that
the numerical value of “ilan” is 91, which is the two Names of G-d (Adonai and
YHVH). The truth is that we must look further because it is taught “On the first of
Tishrei... for planting” which is also in the singular, even though everything else in
the Mishna is in the plural - “for years, for shemitot, for yovelot,” and afterwards it
says “for vegetables” and in between “for planting” in the singular.

12. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Tzidkat HaTzadik 1
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The beginning of a person’s entrance into the service of God must be with
expediency. This is what we find in the Pesach sacrifice that was offered in Egypt,
which had to be eaten in haste whereas every subsequent year it was not eaten in
haste. This is because when a person begins to detach themselves from all the desires
of the physical world to which they are attached, they must make use of the moment
that the desire to serve God first awakened within them, to quickly use that moment
to escape from those desires - if only they would succeed. Afterwards they should
proceed slowly, with consideration, like the Pesach sacrifice of all subsequent years.

Rabbi David Sedley
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This shiur is dedicated in honour of the yarzheit of

Irena bat Ilia Brezner.
May her soul be bound in the bonds of eternal life

1. Shemot 11:11
VIR ¥, N72-INPY2 <10 DINN NPYY 120 I0N--D2IY-5¥1 NPIR-DY NI TN YY) TV, NYIn-ON ' 1N
1Y) 0N

And G-d said to Moshe: 'Yet one plague more will I bring upon Pharaoh, and upon
Egypt; afterwards he will let you go from here; when he shall let you go, he shall
surely throw you out of here completely.

2. Shemot 11:1-2
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G-d spoke to Moshe and Aharon in the land of Egypt saying: This month is for you
the chief of months. It is the first for you of the months of the year.

3. Pesikta Rabbati Parshat HaChodesh
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“Drawn out hope makes the heart sick; but the tree of life is desire fulfilled” (Mishlei
13:12). Rabbi Chiya bar Abba said that this refers to Yisrael before they were
redeemed. When Moshe came to them and said to them, “G-d told me to go and tell
Yisrael ‘I have surely remembered you” (Shemot 3:16).” They said, “Moshe, it is not
yet the time for redemption. “What strength have I that I should wait? ... Is my
strength the strength of rocks? Is my flesh made of copper?” (Iyov 6:11-12). When he
said to them “In this month you will be redeemed” they said “This is a good sign.
Desire fulfilled is a tree of life.”

! Based on Pri Tzadik Parshat HaChodesh 4
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4. Shir HaShirim Rabba 2:8
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“The voice of my beloved, behold he comes” (Shir HaShirim 2:8) Rabbi Yehuda,
Rabbi Nechemiah and Rabbanan; Rabbi Yehuda says: This refers to Moshe, when he
came and said to Yisrael ‘in this month you will be redeemed.” The people said to
Moshe, ‘how can we be redeemed, didn't G-d say to Avraham “They will enslave
them and make them suffer for 400 years” (Bereishit 15) and only 210 years have
passed.” Moshe replied to them, “‘He wants you to be redeemed, so He doesn’t look
at your calculations, but “leaps over the mountains.” The mountains and valleys
here refer to the calculations of the end and the intercalation of the months. He leaps
over the calculations and over the calculations of the end and the intercalation of the
months, and in this month you will be redeemed, as the verse states, “This month is
the chief of months for you” (Shemot 12). Rabbi Nechemiah said: “The voice of my
beloved, behold he comes” refers to Moshe. When he said to Yisrael, “In this month
you will be redeemed” they said to him, “But we do not have any good deeds to our
merit.” Moshe replied to them, “Since G-d wants you to be redeemed He does not
look at your evil deeds. At whom does he look? At the righteous amongst you and at
their deeds, like Amram and his Beit Din”... They said to him, “Moshe, our teacher,
how can we be redeemed when all of Egypt is dirty with our idolatry.” He replied to
them, “Since He wants you to be redeemed He does not look at your idolatry, but
“skips over the mountains.” ‘Mountains’ refers to idolatry, as the verse states, “On
the top of the mountains they will offer their idolatrous sacrifices” (Hoshea 4).

5. Shemot 9:23
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Nobody saw anyone else, nor could anyone rise from their place for three days. But
for all the Children of Yisrael there was light in their dwelling.

6. Rashi Bereishit 1:1
TMYNI INNN NOAY 000 NN YTINDN (2 2> MNY) ROX NNNN [NX] DNNND PN 71PN KD - PNYY 227 NN
SN [M2] NOVXIY

Rabbi Yitzchak said; The Torah should have started with “this month is for you...”
which is the first mitzvah that was commanded to Yisrael.

Rabbi David Sedley
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7. Yerushalmi Rosh Hashana 1:32
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Rabbi Simon said: “Much have You done, O You G-d, my G-d, Your wonders and
Your thoughts are for us” (Tehillim 40:6). In the past You have done much. From
here on, “Your wonders and Your thoughts are for us.” Rabbi Levi said: This is
comparable to a king who had a timepiece. Once his son arose, he gave it to him.
Rabbi Yosse bar Chanina said: This is comparable to a king who had a guard booth.
Once his son arose he gave it to him. Rabbi Acha said: This is comparable to a king
who had a ring. Once his son arose he gave it to him. Rabbi Chiya bar Ba said: This is
comparable to a carpenter who had carpentry tools. Once his son arose he gave it to
him. Rabbi Yitzchak said: This is comparable to a king who had treasures. Once his
son arose he gave it to him. The Rabbis say: This is comparable to a doctor who had
a medical bag. Once his son arose he gave it to him..

8. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Machashavot Charutz 10:4
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This is why the Hebrew word for month is chodesh, from the root chadash (new).
Every month there is renewal and newness, and it never gets old, because it
disappears temporarily. The renewal after the disappearance is a new thing and not
the same as it was before. “A person does not truly understand the words of Torah
until he has tripped over them” (Gittin 43a). This means that the renewal of Torah
must be through its disappearance and stumbling. Through this comes renewal and
newness.... For this reason we bring a ‘new offering” on “your Shavuos”, because the
counting of the weeks beforehand is what causes the offering to be new. Yisrael
merit this because they count their calendar based on the moon, and in the future
they will become renewed like the moon, and find the newness after it has been
hidden.... “There is nothing new under the sun,” and everything loses its value as it
becomes old, because the person has become used to it. But the words of Torah must
be as if they are new every day, and as precious at all times like at the time they were
tirst given. Only “under the sun” is nothing new, but beyond the sun, which is the
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realm of Torah, there is newness. At any moment a person can achieve new things
that were never known or revealed in the world before.

9. Rav Gedalyah Schorr: Ohr Gedalyahu: Moadim Parshat HaChodesh
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The renewal of the moon teaches the power of renewal to the Children of Yisrael, as
we say in the prayer of Kiddush HaChodesh, “that they will renew in the future like
the moon.” At the time that the Children of Yisrael were given the section of “This
month is for you” they were given the power of renewal, which is demonstrated by
the renewal of the moon. The students of Rabbeinu Yonah in their commentary on
Berachot ask: The renewal of the moon is a simple calculation, as the Talmud
explains, ‘sometimes a long cycle, sometimes a short cycle.” This is a calculation of a
physical phenomenon, so why does it allude to renewal? They answer that it
appears to people as though the moon renews, and therefore we make a blessing
over it. Look there....
Therefore even though the renewal of the moon is a natural phenomenon, it teaches
about the power of renewal, because if it appears to people that the moon is being
renewed, and it is clothed in the physical world as renewal, this is a sign that in the
highest worlds there is a spirit of renewal. On Rosh Chodesh, when the moon is
renewed a person can renew themselves, and to receive help from the power of
renewal which comes on Rosh Chodesh. This power of renewal was given to Yisrael
when they left Egypt, when the section of “this month is for you” was given to them.

10. Mishna Rosh Hashana 1:1

19 ;10N WYY MYN YR DIDNI TNRD .0°5X10) DYI9105 MWD UKD IO TN : DN DNV OUNRI NYIIN
PO NIV, MOAPDY DXVNIYD DAY MIYN YR ,IVNL TAND DIYNL TAND,PININ PYNIVY 227 1TYON
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There are four ‘New Years'... On the first of Shevat is the New Year for a tree,
according to Beit Shammai. Beit Hillel say on the fifteenth of the month.
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11. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Pri Tzadik on Tu BiShvat 2

Y NN MNYN Y NOIVND RN NOIVN) 1IN NDNT 1IN TN PO 19INRD NN NN IPTPTY STPNXI
POV DNYI D2 NYY PN INDIDT QN TN NYD NYOLID 1Y MIYN YR MIWNI TANI PNT XD INY PTPTO
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I saw fit to ask why the Mishna says “tree’ in the singular. Others have answered that
the numerical value of “ilan” is 91, which is the two Names of G-d (Adonai and
YHVH). The truth is that we must look further because it is taught “On the first of
Tishrei... for planting” which is also in the singular, even though everything else in
the Mishna is in the plural - “for years, for shemitot, for yovelot,” and afterwards it
says “for vegetables” and in between “for planting” in the singular.

12. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Tzidkat HaTzadik 1

NNT NDI KDY NMANA HINI 7PNY DXINN NDIT NIXNY I NN NPND I N NTIYY DTRD NOND MUK
NPT 12 TNYNNY YN MNYD I DN WIPH KINY NN DY MIND 590D 108y PR N2NNNNY 290
;1T ND PTI VNI MPNNI T2 1YW T INNY .9V YN DN NXRYY 9NNHY Y37 INMIN DY DN
The beginning of a person’s entrance into the service of God must be with
expediency. This is what we find in the Pesach sacrifice that was offered in Egypt,
which had to be eaten in haste whereas every subsequent year it was not eaten in
haste. This is because when a person begins to detach themselves from all the desires
of the physical world to which they are attached, they must make use of the moment
that the desire to serve God first awakened within them, to quickly use that moment
to escape from those desires - if only they would succeed. Afterwards they should
proceed slowly, with consideration, like the Pesach sacrifice of all subsequent years.
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This shiur is dedicated in honour of the yarzheit of

Irena bat Ilia Brezner.
May her soul be bound in the bonds of eternal life

1. Shemot 11:11
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1Y) 0N

And G-d said to Moshe: 'Yet one plague more will I bring upon Pharaoh, and upon
Egypt; afterwards he will let you go from here; when he shall let you go, he shall
surely throw you out of here completely.

2. Shemot 11:1-2
YN HOYTND 022 NIN PYNT : DYIN UKD 027 MID YIND IDNY D8N N IND YINN-ON) NYH-ON /N NN

G-d spoke to Moshe and Aharon in the land of Egypt saying: This month is for you
the chief of months. It is the first for you of the months of the year.

3. Pesikta Rabbati Parshat HaChodesh

ORI DNN NIUN NIY 11D RN NNX DN XOW TY ORI 1ONX NIN 92 XPN X 29 NONN NOVINND NoMn
PAT PYTY KD 1227 YN D NN L (RO ) MNY) DONNX ONTPY TP DRIVD MNN IO 17PN 3D NN JNY N
YD WINA YD INRY 119) (27 N 1Y APNR) [NYINY v OR] YN DMAN ND DX [IN] INMN D SN NN NP

LINI IND OYN AW 210 190 KX 1IN DTN

“Drawn out hope makes the heart sick; but the tree of life is desire fulfilled” (Mishlei
13:12). Rabbi Chiya bar Abba said that this refers to Yisrael before they were
redeemed. When Moshe came to them and said to them, “G-d told me to go and tell
Yisrael ‘I have surely remembered you” (Shemot 3:16).” They said, “Moshe, it is not
yet the time for redemption. “What strength have I that I should wait? ... Is my
strength the strength of rocks? Is my flesh made of copper?” (Iyov 6:11-12). When he
said to them “In this month you will be redeemed” they said “This is a good sign.
Desire fulfilled is a tree of life.”

! Based on Pri Tzadik Parshat HaChodesh 4
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4. Shir HaShirim Rabba 2:8
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“The voice of my beloved, behold he comes” (Shir HaShirim 2:8) Rabbi Yehuda,
Rabbi Nechemiah and Rabbanan; Rabbi Yehuda says: This refers to Moshe, when he
came and said to Yisrael ‘in this month you will be redeemed.” The people said to
Moshe, ‘how can we be redeemed, didn't G-d say to Avraham “They will enslave
them and make them suffer for 400 years” (Bereishit 15) and only 210 years have
passed.” Moshe replied to them, “‘He wants you to be redeemed, so He doesn’t look
at your calculations, but “leaps over the mountains.” The mountains and valleys
here refer to the calculations of the end and the intercalation of the months. He leaps
over the calculations and over the calculations of the end and the intercalation of the
months, and in this month you will be redeemed, as the verse states, “This month is
the chief of months for you” (Shemot 12). Rabbi Nechemiah said: “The voice of my
beloved, behold he comes” refers to Moshe. When he said to Yisrael, “In this month
you will be redeemed” they said to him, “But we do not have any good deeds to our
merit.” Moshe replied to them, “Since G-d wants you to be redeemed He does not
look at your evil deeds. At whom does he look? At the righteous amongst you and at
their deeds, like Amram and his Beit Din”... They said to him, “Moshe, our teacher,
how can we be redeemed when all of Egypt is dirty with our idolatry.” He replied to
them, “Since He wants you to be redeemed He does not look at your idolatry, but
“skips over the mountains.” ‘Mountains’ refers to idolatry, as the verse states, “On
the top of the mountains they will offer their idolatrous sacrifices” (Hoshea 4).

5. Shemot 9:23
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Nobody saw anyone else, nor could anyone rise from their place for three days. But
for all the Children of Yisrael there was light in their dwelling.

6. Rashi Bereishit 1:1
TMYNI INNN NOAY 000 NN YTINDN (2 2> MNY) ROX NNNN [NX] DNNND PN 71PN KD - PNYY 227 NN
SN [M2] NOVXIY

Rabbi Yitzchak said; The Torah should have started with “this month is for you...”
which is the first mitzvah that was commanded to Yisrael.

Rabbi David Sedley
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7. Yerushalmi Rosh Hashana 1:32
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Rabbi Simon said: “Much have You done, O You G-d, my G-d, Your wonders and
Your thoughts are for us” (Tehillim 40:6). In the past You have done much. From
here on, “Your wonders and Your thoughts are for us.” Rabbi Levi said: This is
comparable to a king who had a timepiece. Once his son arose, he gave it to him.
Rabbi Yosse bar Chanina said: This is comparable to a king who had a guard booth.
Once his son arose he gave it to him. Rabbi Acha said: This is comparable to a king
who had a ring. Once his son arose he gave it to him. Rabbi Chiya bar Ba said: This is
comparable to a carpenter who had carpentry tools. Once his son arose he gave it to
him. Rabbi Yitzchak said: This is comparable to a king who had treasures. Once his
son arose he gave it to him. The Rabbis say: This is comparable to a doctor who had
a medical bag. Once his son arose he gave it to him..

8. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Machashavot Charutz 10:4
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This is why the Hebrew word for month is chodesh, from the root chadash (new).
Every month there is renewal and newness, and it never gets old, because it
disappears temporarily. The renewal after the disappearance is a new thing and not
the same as it was before. “A person does not truly understand the words of Torah
until he has tripped over them” (Gittin 43a). This means that the renewal of Torah
must be through its disappearance and stumbling. Through this comes renewal and
newness.... For this reason we bring a ‘new offering” on “your Shavuos”, because the
counting of the weeks beforehand is what causes the offering to be new. Yisrael
merit this because they count their calendar based on the moon, and in the future
they will become renewed like the moon, and find the newness after it has been
hidden.... “There is nothing new under the sun,” and everything loses its value as it
becomes old, because the person has become used to it. But the words of Torah must
be as if they are new every day, and as precious at all times like at the time they were
tirst given. Only “under the sun” is nothing new, but beyond the sun, which is the

? Based on Pri Tzadik Parshat HaChodesh 5
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realm of Torah, there is newness. At any moment a person can achieve new things
that were never known or revealed in the world before.

9. Rav Gedalyah Schorr: Ohr Gedalyahu: Moadim Parshat HaChodesh
DAY DNV ,M1YN WITP MY N2713N NONI DIMNY 1D 7322 MYTNNNN N Y NN 1N wiTn
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The renewal of the moon teaches the power of renewal to the Children of Yisrael, as
we say in the prayer of Kiddush HaChodesh, “that they will renew in the future like
the moon.” At the time that the Children of Yisrael were given the section of “This
month is for you” they were given the power of renewal, which is demonstrated by
the renewal of the moon. The students of Rabbeinu Yonah in their commentary on
Berachot ask: The renewal of the moon is a simple calculation, as the Talmud
explains, ‘sometimes a long cycle, sometimes a short cycle.” This is a calculation of a
physical phenomenon, so why does it allude to renewal? They answer that it
appears to people as though the moon renews, and therefore we make a blessing
over it. Look there....
Therefore even though the renewal of the moon is a natural phenomenon, it teaches
about the power of renewal, because if it appears to people that the moon is being
renewed, and it is clothed in the physical world as renewal, this is a sign that in the
highest worlds there is a spirit of renewal. On Rosh Chodesh, when the moon is
renewed a person can renew themselves, and to receive help from the power of
renewal which comes on Rosh Chodesh. This power of renewal was given to Yisrael
when they left Egypt, when the section of “this month is for you” was given to them.

10. Mishna Rosh Hashana 1:1

19 ;10N WYY MYN YR DIDNI TNRD .0°5X10) DYI9105 MWD UKD IO TN : DN DNV OUNRI NYIIN
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There are four ‘New Years'... On the first of Shevat is the New Year for a tree,
according to Beit Shammai. Beit Hillel say on the fifteenth of the month.

Rabbi David Sedley
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11. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Pri Tzadik on Tu BiShvat 2

Y NN MNYN Y NOIVND RN NOIVN) 1IN NDNT 1IN TN PO 19INRD NN NN IPTPTY STPNXI
POV DNYI D2 NYY PN INDIDT QN TN NYD NYOLID 1Y MIYN YR MIWNI TANI PNT XD INY PTPTO
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I saw fit to ask why the Mishna says “tree’ in the singular. Others have answered that
the numerical value of “ilan” is 91, which is the two Names of G-d (Adonai and
YHVH). The truth is that we must look further because it is taught “On the first of
Tishrei... for planting” which is also in the singular, even though everything else in
the Mishna is in the plural - “for years, for shemitot, for yovelot,” and afterwards it
says “for vegetables” and in between “for planting” in the singular.

12. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Tzidkat HaTzadik 1

NNT NDI KDY NMANA HINI 7PNY DXINN NDIT NIXNY I NN NPND I N NTIYY DTRD NOND MUK
NPT 12 TNYNNY YN MNYD I DN WIPH KINY NN DY MIND 590D 108y PR N2NNNNY 290
;1T ND PTI VNI MPNNI T2 1YW T INNY .9V YN DN NXRYY 9NNHY Y37 INMIN DY DN
The beginning of a person’s entrance into the service of God must be with
expediency. This is what we find in the Pesach sacrifice that was offered in Egypt,
which had to be eaten in haste whereas every subsequent year it was not eaten in
haste. This is because when a person begins to detach themselves from all the desires
of the physical world to which they are attached, they must make use of the moment
that the desire to serve God first awakened within them, to quickly use that moment
to escape from those desires - if only they would succeed. Afterwards they should
proceed slowly, with consideration, like the Pesach sacrifice of all subsequent years.

Rabbi David Sedley
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This shiur is dedicated in honour of the yarzheit of

Irena bat Ilia Brezner.
May her soul be bound in the bonds of eternal life

1. Shemot 11:11
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And G-d said to Moshe: 'Yet one plague more will I bring upon Pharaoh, and upon
Egypt; afterwards he will let you go from here; when he shall let you go, he shall
surely throw you out of here completely.

2. Shemot 11:1-2
YN HOYTND 022 NIN PYNT : DYIN UKD 027 MID YIND IDNY D8N N IND YINN-ON) NYH-ON /N NN

G-d spoke to Moshe and Aharon in the land of Egypt saying: This month is for you
the chief of months. It is the first for you of the months of the year.

3. Pesikta Rabbati Parshat HaChodesh

ORI DNN NIUN NIY 11D RN NNX DN XOW TY ORI 1ONX NIN 92 XPN X 29 NONN NOVINND NoMn
PAT PYTY KD 1227 YN D NN L (RO ) MNY) DONNX ONTPY TP DRIVD MNN IO 17PN 3D NN JNY N
YD WINA YD INRY 119) (27 N 1Y APNR) [NYINY v OR] YN DMAN ND DX [IN] INMN D SN NN NP

LINI IND OYN AW 210 190 KX 1IN DTN

“Drawn out hope makes the heart sick; but the tree of life is desire fulfilled” (Mishlei
13:12). Rabbi Chiya bar Abba said that this refers to Yisrael before they were
redeemed. When Moshe came to them and said to them, “G-d told me to go and tell
Yisrael ‘I have surely remembered you” (Shemot 3:16).” They said, “Moshe, it is not
yet the time for redemption. “What strength have I that I should wait? ... Is my
strength the strength of rocks? Is my flesh made of copper?” (Iyov 6:11-12). When he
said to them “In this month you will be redeemed” they said “This is a good sign.
Desire fulfilled is a tree of life.”

! Based on Pri Tzadik Parshat HaChodesh 4

Rabbi David Sedley



Pagez

New Mitzvah; New Beginning | Rav Tzadok
Parshat Bo | HaCohen

4. Shir HaShirim Rabba 2:8
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“The voice of my beloved, behold he comes” (Shir HaShirim 2:8) Rabbi Yehuda,
Rabbi Nechemiah and Rabbanan; Rabbi Yehuda says: This refers to Moshe, when he
came and said to Yisrael ‘in this month you will be redeemed.” The people said to
Moshe, ‘how can we be redeemed, didn't G-d say to Avraham “They will enslave
them and make them suffer for 400 years” (Bereishit 15) and only 210 years have
passed.” Moshe replied to them, “‘He wants you to be redeemed, so He doesn’t look
at your calculations, but “leaps over the mountains.” The mountains and valleys
here refer to the calculations of the end and the intercalation of the months. He leaps
over the calculations and over the calculations of the end and the intercalation of the
months, and in this month you will be redeemed, as the verse states, “This month is
the chief of months for you” (Shemot 12). Rabbi Nechemiah said: “The voice of my
beloved, behold he comes” refers to Moshe. When he said to Yisrael, “In this month
you will be redeemed” they said to him, “But we do not have any good deeds to our
merit.” Moshe replied to them, “Since G-d wants you to be redeemed He does not
look at your evil deeds. At whom does he look? At the righteous amongst you and at
their deeds, like Amram and his Beit Din”... They said to him, “Moshe, our teacher,
how can we be redeemed when all of Egypt is dirty with our idolatry.” He replied to
them, “Since He wants you to be redeemed He does not look at your idolatry, but
“skips over the mountains.” ‘Mountains’ refers to idolatry, as the verse states, “On
the top of the mountains they will offer their idolatrous sacrifices” (Hoshea 4).

5. Shemot 9:23
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Nobody saw anyone else, nor could anyone rise from their place for three days. But
for all the Children of Yisrael there was light in their dwelling.

6. Rashi Bereishit 1:1
TMYNI INNN NOAY 000 NN YTINDN (2 2> MNY) ROX NNNN [NX] DNNND PN 71PN KD - PNYY 227 NN
SN [M2] NOVXIY

Rabbi Yitzchak said; The Torah should have started with “this month is for you...”
which is the first mitzvah that was commanded to Yisrael.

Rabbi David Sedley
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7. Yerushalmi Rosh Hashana 1:32
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Rabbi Simon said: “Much have You done, O You G-d, my G-d, Your wonders and
Your thoughts are for us” (Tehillim 40:6). In the past You have done much. From
here on, “Your wonders and Your thoughts are for us.” Rabbi Levi said: This is
comparable to a king who had a timepiece. Once his son arose, he gave it to him.
Rabbi Yosse bar Chanina said: This is comparable to a king who had a guard booth.
Once his son arose he gave it to him. Rabbi Acha said: This is comparable to a king
who had a ring. Once his son arose he gave it to him. Rabbi Chiya bar Ba said: This is
comparable to a carpenter who had carpentry tools. Once his son arose he gave it to
him. Rabbi Yitzchak said: This is comparable to a king who had treasures. Once his
son arose he gave it to him. The Rabbis say: This is comparable to a doctor who had
a medical bag. Once his son arose he gave it to him..

8. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Machashavot Charutz 10:4
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This is why the Hebrew word for month is chodesh, from the root chadash (new).
Every month there is renewal and newness, and it never gets old, because it
disappears temporarily. The renewal after the disappearance is a new thing and not
the same as it was before. “A person does not truly understand the words of Torah
until he has tripped over them” (Gittin 43a). This means that the renewal of Torah
must be through its disappearance and stumbling. Through this comes renewal and
newness.... For this reason we bring a ‘new offering” on “your Shavuos”, because the
counting of the weeks beforehand is what causes the offering to be new. Yisrael
merit this because they count their calendar based on the moon, and in the future
they will become renewed like the moon, and find the newness after it has been
hidden.... “There is nothing new under the sun,” and everything loses its value as it
becomes old, because the person has become used to it. But the words of Torah must
be as if they are new every day, and as precious at all times like at the time they were
tirst given. Only “under the sun” is nothing new, but beyond the sun, which is the
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realm of Torah, there is newness. At any moment a person can achieve new things
that were never known or revealed in the world before.

9. Rav Gedalyah Schorr: Ohr Gedalyahu: Moadim Parshat HaChodesh
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The renewal of the moon teaches the power of renewal to the Children of Yisrael, as
we say in the prayer of Kiddush HaChodesh, “that they will renew in the future like
the moon.” At the time that the Children of Yisrael were given the section of “This
month is for you” they were given the power of renewal, which is demonstrated by
the renewal of the moon. The students of Rabbeinu Yonah in their commentary on
Berachot ask: The renewal of the moon is a simple calculation, as the Talmud
explains, ‘sometimes a long cycle, sometimes a short cycle.” This is a calculation of a
physical phenomenon, so why does it allude to renewal? They answer that it
appears to people as though the moon renews, and therefore we make a blessing
over it. Look there....
Therefore even though the renewal of the moon is a natural phenomenon, it teaches
about the power of renewal, because if it appears to people that the moon is being
renewed, and it is clothed in the physical world as renewal, this is a sign that in the
highest worlds there is a spirit of renewal. On Rosh Chodesh, when the moon is
renewed a person can renew themselves, and to receive help from the power of
renewal which comes on Rosh Chodesh. This power of renewal was given to Yisrael
when they left Egypt, when the section of “this month is for you” was given to them.

10. Mishna Rosh Hashana 1:1
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There are four ‘New Years'... On the first of Shevat is the New Year for a tree,
according to Beit Shammai. Beit Hillel say on the fifteenth of the month.
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11. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Pri Tzadik on Tu BiShvat 2
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I saw fit to ask why the Mishna says “tree’ in the singular. Others have answered that
the numerical value of “ilan” is 91, which is the two Names of G-d (Adonai and
YHVH). The truth is that we must look further because it is taught “On the first of
Tishrei... for planting” which is also in the singular, even though everything else in
the Mishna is in the plural - “for years, for shemitot, for yovelot,” and afterwards it
says “for vegetables” and in between “for planting” in the singular.

12. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Tzidkat HaTzadik 1

NNT NDI KDY NMANA HINI 7PNY DXINN NDIT NIXNY I NN NPND I N NTIYY DTRD NOND MUK
NPT 12 TNYNNY YN MNYD I DN WIPH KINY NN DY MIND 590D 108y PR N2NNNNY 290
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The beginning of a person’s entrance into the service of God must be with
expediency. This is what we find in the Pesach sacrifice that was offered in Egypt,
which had to be eaten in haste whereas every subsequent year it was not eaten in
haste. This is because when a person begins to detach themselves from all the desires
of the physical world to which they are attached, they must make use of the moment
that the desire to serve God first awakened within them, to quickly use that moment
to escape from those desires - if only they would succeed. Afterwards they should
proceed slowly, with consideration, like the Pesach sacrifice of all subsequent years.
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This shiur is dedicated in honour of the yarzheit of

Irena bat Ilia Brezner.
May her soul be bound in the bonds of eternal life

1. Shemot 11:11
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And G-d said to Moshe: 'Yet one plague more will I bring upon Pharaoh, and upon
Egypt; afterwards he will let you go from here; when he shall let you go, he shall
surely throw you out of here completely.

2. Shemot 11:1-2
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G-d spoke to Moshe and Aharon in the land of Egypt saying: This month is for you
the chief of months. It is the first for you of the months of the year.

3. Pesikta Rabbati Parshat HaChodesh
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“Drawn out hope makes the heart sick; but the tree of life is desire fulfilled” (Mishlei
13:12). Rabbi Chiya bar Abba said that this refers to Yisrael before they were
redeemed. When Moshe came to them and said to them, “G-d told me to go and tell
Yisrael ‘I have surely remembered you” (Shemot 3:16).” They said, “Moshe, it is not
yet the time for redemption. “What strength have I that I should wait? ... Is my
strength the strength of rocks? Is my flesh made of copper?” (Iyov 6:11-12). When he
said to them “In this month you will be redeemed” they said “This is a good sign.
Desire fulfilled is a tree of life.”

! Based on Pri Tzadik Parshat HaChodesh 4
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4. Shir HaShirim Rabba 2:8
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“The voice of my beloved, behold he comes” (Shir HaShirim 2:8) Rabbi Yehuda,
Rabbi Nechemiah and Rabbanan; Rabbi Yehuda says: This refers to Moshe, when he
came and said to Yisrael ‘in this month you will be redeemed.” The people said to
Moshe, ‘how can we be redeemed, didn't G-d say to Avraham “They will enslave
them and make them suffer for 400 years” (Bereishit 15) and only 210 years have
passed.” Moshe replied to them, “‘He wants you to be redeemed, so He doesn’t look
at your calculations, but “leaps over the mountains.” The mountains and valleys
here refer to the calculations of the end and the intercalation of the months. He leaps
over the calculations and over the calculations of the end and the intercalation of the
months, and in this month you will be redeemed, as the verse states, “This month is
the chief of months for you” (Shemot 12). Rabbi Nechemiah said: “The voice of my
beloved, behold he comes” refers to Moshe. When he said to Yisrael, “In this month
you will be redeemed” they said to him, “But we do not have any good deeds to our
merit.” Moshe replied to them, “Since G-d wants you to be redeemed He does not
look at your evil deeds. At whom does he look? At the righteous amongst you and at
their deeds, like Amram and his Beit Din”... They said to him, “Moshe, our teacher,
how can we be redeemed when all of Egypt is dirty with our idolatry.” He replied to
them, “Since He wants you to be redeemed He does not look at your idolatry, but
“skips over the mountains.” ‘Mountains’ refers to idolatry, as the verse states, “On
the top of the mountains they will offer their idolatrous sacrifices” (Hoshea 4).

5. Shemot 9:23
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Nobody saw anyone else, nor could anyone rise from their place for three days. But
for all the Children of Yisrael there was light in their dwelling.

6. Rashi Bereishit 1:1
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Rabbi Yitzchak said; The Torah should have started with “this month is for you...”
which is the first mitzvah that was commanded to Yisrael.
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7. Yerushalmi Rosh Hashana 1:32
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Rabbi Simon said: “Much have You done, O You G-d, my G-d, Your wonders and
Your thoughts are for us” (Tehillim 40:6). In the past You have done much. From
here on, “Your wonders and Your thoughts are for us.” Rabbi Levi said: This is
comparable to a king who had a timepiece. Once his son arose, he gave it to him.
Rabbi Yosse bar Chanina said: This is comparable to a king who had a guard booth.
Once his son arose he gave it to him. Rabbi Acha said: This is comparable to a king
who had a ring. Once his son arose he gave it to him. Rabbi Chiya bar Ba said: This is
comparable to a carpenter who had carpentry tools. Once his son arose he gave it to
him. Rabbi Yitzchak said: This is comparable to a king who had treasures. Once his
son arose he gave it to him. The Rabbis say: This is comparable to a doctor who had
a medical bag. Once his son arose he gave it to him..

8. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Machashavot Charutz 10:4
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This is why the Hebrew word for month is chodesh, from the root chadash (new).
Every month there is renewal and newness, and it never gets old, because it
disappears temporarily. The renewal after the disappearance is a new thing and not
the same as it was before. “A person does not truly understand the words of Torah
until he has tripped over them” (Gittin 43a). This means that the renewal of Torah
must be through its disappearance and stumbling. Through this comes renewal and
newness.... For this reason we bring a ‘new offering” on “your Shavuos”, because the
counting of the weeks beforehand is what causes the offering to be new. Yisrael
merit this because they count their calendar based on the moon, and in the future
they will become renewed like the moon, and find the newness after it has been
hidden.... “There is nothing new under the sun,” and everything loses its value as it
becomes old, because the person has become used to it. But the words of Torah must
be as if they are new every day, and as precious at all times like at the time they were
tirst given. Only “under the sun” is nothing new, but beyond the sun, which is the
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realm of Torah, there is newness. At any moment a person can achieve new things
that were never known or revealed in the world before.

9. Rav Gedalyah Schorr: Ohr Gedalyahu: Moadim Parshat HaChodesh
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The renewal of the moon teaches the power of renewal to the Children of Yisrael, as
we say in the prayer of Kiddush HaChodesh, “that they will renew in the future like
the moon.” At the time that the Children of Yisrael were given the section of “This
month is for you” they were given the power of renewal, which is demonstrated by
the renewal of the moon. The students of Rabbeinu Yonah in their commentary on
Berachot ask: The renewal of the moon is a simple calculation, as the Talmud
explains, ‘sometimes a long cycle, sometimes a short cycle.” This is a calculation of a
physical phenomenon, so why does it allude to renewal? They answer that it
appears to people as though the moon renews, and therefore we make a blessing
over it. Look there....
Therefore even though the renewal of the moon is a natural phenomenon, it teaches
about the power of renewal, because if it appears to people that the moon is being
renewed, and it is clothed in the physical world as renewal, this is a sign that in the
highest worlds there is a spirit of renewal. On Rosh Chodesh, when the moon is
renewed a person can renew themselves, and to receive help from the power of
renewal which comes on Rosh Chodesh. This power of renewal was given to Yisrael
when they left Egypt, when the section of “this month is for you” was given to them.

10. Mishna Rosh Hashana 1:1
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There are four ‘New Years'... On the first of Shevat is the New Year for a tree,
according to Beit Shammai. Beit Hillel say on the fifteenth of the month.
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11. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Pri Tzadik on Tu BiShvat 2
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ST NYWO NYO0IY NN YNNPND MPPY T INK 191 MYV

I saw fit to ask why the Mishna says “tree’ in the singular. Others have answered that
the numerical value of “ilan” is 91, which is the two Names of G-d (Adonai and
YHVH). The truth is that we must look further because it is taught “On the first of
Tishrei... for planting” which is also in the singular, even though everything else in
the Mishna is in the plural - “for years, for shemitot, for yovelot,” and afterwards it
says “for vegetables” and in between “for planting” in the singular.

12. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Tzidkat HaTzadik 1

NNT NDI KDY NMANA HINI 7PNY DXINN NDIT NIXNY I NN NPND I N NTIYY DTRD NOND MUK
NPT 12 TNYNNY YN MNYD I DN WIPH KINY NN DY MIND 590D 108y PR N2NNNNY 290
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The beginning of a person’s entrance into the service of God must be with
expediency. This is what we find in the Pesach sacrifice that was offered in Egypt,
which had to be eaten in haste whereas every subsequent year it was not eaten in
haste. This is because when a person begins to detach themselves from all the desires
of the physical world to which they are attached, they must make use of the moment
that the desire to serve God first awakened within them, to quickly use that moment
to escape from those desires - if only they would succeed. Afterwards they should
proceed slowly, with consideration, like the Pesach sacrifice of all subsequent years.
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This shiur is dedicated in honour of the yarzheit of

Irena bat Ilia Brezner.
May her soul be bound in the bonds of eternal life

1. Shemot 11:11
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And G-d said to Moshe: 'Yet one plague more will I bring upon Pharaoh, and upon
Egypt; afterwards he will let you go from here; when he shall let you go, he shall
surely throw you out of here completely.

2. Shemot 11:1-2
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G-d spoke to Moshe and Aharon in the land of Egypt saying: This month is for you
the chief of months. It is the first for you of the months of the year.

3. Pesikta Rabbati Parshat HaChodesh
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“Drawn out hope makes the heart sick; but the tree of life is desire fulfilled” (Mishlei
13:12). Rabbi Chiya bar Abba said that this refers to Yisrael before they were
redeemed. When Moshe came to them and said to them, “G-d told me to go and tell
Yisrael ‘I have surely remembered you” (Shemot 3:16).” They said, “Moshe, it is not
yet the time for redemption. “What strength have I that I should wait? ... Is my
strength the strength of rocks? Is my flesh made of copper?” (Iyov 6:11-12). When he
said to them “In this month you will be redeemed” they said “This is a good sign.
Desire fulfilled is a tree of life.”

! Based on Pri Tzadik Parshat HaChodesh 4
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4. Shir HaShirim Rabba 2:8

NI NIW YW, NWN DY N2 Y 7N OTIT 93P IR AT 1,13 RN MM AN 027,82 Y 7N ITT 9P
(Y70 TPYNI) ONIARD N7APN IR NI PONI NN TNOD 12T NYN 1D 1INNR PORD DR 1Y WINA IRIWVD
YON I NN DAY N MY WY DINND KON T PR PITYY) MY MIND YIIN DN DY) 01T
PNDY DIXP NN NI PNNNRD MYAN DN PR ,DINN 2Y MDTH NIOX DINMIVNI VIN PN DOINIINII
M, DOWTN WK DY NI WIND (17 MNW) /RY, PIRY DNN N YTND) PNDYY DIXPN 9Y) MNIWNN Yy 3970
TNOT 13>39 NWN 12 1IN PINI DNN NN WTNA INIYID IDRY NYYA ,NWN MY NI NN OITT 2P 0N 71200
72,0097 DPWUYNI V2N N DININIA XON DINXIN ONY NN ,D22I0 DOUYN 1T PR NI PIONI DN
DINN Y21 PHNN NN TN 1737 NWN 1Y 1IN ... 10T 12 DY NI DPWYNI) DIIY DIPITEI 0N NI
TN NON DOV D210 NTIAYA V2N PN DINIINID XN NI DXNIN DNY TN NIYW 021510 NTIAYHN NIMNLVH

0P MY2IN DY INAD DN YWNRI DY (T Y¥IN) X7 THN D212 NTIY KON DM PR DN DY
“The voice of my beloved, behold he comes” (Shir HaShirim 2:8) Rabbi Yehuda,
Rabbi Nechemiah and Rabbanan; Rabbi Yehuda says: This refers to Moshe, when he
came and said to Yisrael ‘in this month you will be redeemed.” The people said to
Moshe, ‘how can we be redeemed, didn't G-d say to Avraham “They will enslave
them and make them suffer for 400 years” (Bereishit 15) and only 210 years have
passed.” Moshe replied to them, “‘He wants you to be redeemed, so He doesn’t look
at your calculations, but “leaps over the mountains.” The mountains and valleys
here refer to the calculations of the end and the intercalation of the months. He leaps
over the calculations and over the calculations of the end and the intercalation of the
months, and in this month you will be redeemed, as the verse states, “This month is
the chief of months for you” (Shemot 12). Rabbi Nechemiah said: “The voice of my
beloved, behold he comes” refers to Moshe. When he said to Yisrael, “In this month
you will be redeemed” they said to him, “But we do not have any good deeds to our
merit.” Moshe replied to them, “Since G-d wants you to be redeemed He does not
look at your evil deeds. At whom does he look? At the righteous amongst you and at
their deeds, like Amram and his Beit Din”... They said to him, “Moshe, our teacher,
how can we be redeemed when all of Egypt is dirty with our idolatry.” He replied to
them, “Since He wants you to be redeemed He does not look at your idolatry, but
“skips over the mountains.” ‘Mountains’ refers to idolatry, as the verse states, “On
the top of the mountains they will offer their idolatrous sacrifices” (Hoshea 4).

5. Shemot 9:23
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Nobody saw anyone else, nor could anyone rise from their place for three days. But
for all the Children of Yisrael there was light in their dwelling.

6. Rashi Bereishit 1:1
TMYNI INNN NOAY 000 NN YTINDN (2 2> MNY) ROX NNNN [NX] DNNND PN 71PN KD - PNYY 227 NN
SN [M2] NOVXIY

Rabbi Yitzchak said; The Torah should have started with “this month is for you...”
which is the first mitzvah that was commanded to Yisrael.
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7. Yerushalmi Rosh Hashana 1:32
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Rabbi Simon said: “Much have You done, O You G-d, my G-d, Your wonders and
Your thoughts are for us” (Tehillim 40:6). In the past You have done much. From
here on, “Your wonders and Your thoughts are for us.” Rabbi Levi said: This is
comparable to a king who had a timepiece. Once his son arose, he gave it to him.
Rabbi Yosse bar Chanina said: This is comparable to a king who had a guard booth.
Once his son arose he gave it to him. Rabbi Acha said: This is comparable to a king
who had a ring. Once his son arose he gave it to him. Rabbi Chiya bar Ba said: This is
comparable to a carpenter who had carpentry tools. Once his son arose he gave it to
him. Rabbi Yitzchak said: This is comparable to a king who had treasures. Once his
son arose he gave it to him. The Rabbis say: This is comparable to a doctor who had
a medical bag. Once his son arose he gave it to him..

8. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Machashavot Charutz 10:4
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This is why the Hebrew word for month is chodesh, from the root chadash (new).
Every month there is renewal and newness, and it never gets old, because it
disappears temporarily. The renewal after the disappearance is a new thing and not
the same as it was before. “A person does not truly understand the words of Torah
until he has tripped over them” (Gittin 43a). This means that the renewal of Torah
must be through its disappearance and stumbling. Through this comes renewal and
newness.... For this reason we bring a ‘new offering” on “your Shavuos”, because the
counting of the weeks beforehand is what causes the offering to be new. Yisrael
merit this because they count their calendar based on the moon, and in the future
they will become renewed like the moon, and find the newness after it has been
hidden.... “There is nothing new under the sun,” and everything loses its value as it
becomes old, because the person has become used to it. But the words of Torah must
be as if they are new every day, and as precious at all times like at the time they were
tirst given. Only “under the sun” is nothing new, but beyond the sun, which is the
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realm of Torah, there is newness. At any moment a person can achieve new things
that were never known or revealed in the world before.

9. Rav Gedalyah Schorr: Ohr Gedalyahu: Moadim Parshat HaChodesh
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The renewal of the moon teaches the power of renewal to the Children of Yisrael, as
we say in the prayer of Kiddush HaChodesh, “that they will renew in the future like
the moon.” At the time that the Children of Yisrael were given the section of “This
month is for you” they were given the power of renewal, which is demonstrated by
the renewal of the moon. The students of Rabbeinu Yonah in their commentary on
Berachot ask: The renewal of the moon is a simple calculation, as the Talmud
explains, ‘sometimes a long cycle, sometimes a short cycle.” This is a calculation of a
physical phenomenon, so why does it allude to renewal? They answer that it
appears to people as though the moon renews, and therefore we make a blessing
over it. Look there....
Therefore even though the renewal of the moon is a natural phenomenon, it teaches
about the power of renewal, because if it appears to people that the moon is being
renewed, and it is clothed in the physical world as renewal, this is a sign that in the
highest worlds there is a spirit of renewal. On Rosh Chodesh, when the moon is
renewed a person can renew themselves, and to receive help from the power of
renewal which comes on Rosh Chodesh. This power of renewal was given to Yisrael
when they left Egypt, when the section of “this month is for you” was given to them.

10. Mishna Rosh Hashana 1:1
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There are four ‘New Years'... On the first of Shevat is the New Year for a tree,
according to Beit Shammai. Beit Hillel say on the fifteenth of the month.
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11. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Pri Tzadik on Tu BiShvat 2

Y NN MNYN Y NOIVND RN NOIVN) 1IN NDNT 1IN TN PO 19INRD NN NN IPTPTY STPNXI
POV DNYI D2 NYY PN INDIDT QN TN NYD NYOLID 1Y MIYN YR MIWNI TANI PNT XD INY PTPTO
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I saw fit to ask why the Mishna says “tree’ in the singular. Others have answered that
the numerical value of “ilan” is 91, which is the two Names of G-d (Adonai and
YHVH). The truth is that we must look further because it is taught “On the first of
Tishrei... for planting” which is also in the singular, even though everything else in
the Mishna is in the plural - “for years, for shemitot, for yovelot,” and afterwards it
says “for vegetables” and in between “for planting” in the singular.

12. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Tzidkat HaTzadik 1

NNT NDI KDY NMANA HINI 7PNY DXINN NDIT NIXNY I NN NPND I N NTIYY DTRD NOND MUK
NPT 12 TNYNNY YN MNYD I DN WIPH KINY NN DY MIND 590D 108y PR N2NNNNY 290
;1T ND PTI VNI MPNNI T2 1YW T INNY .9V YN DN NXRYY 9NNHY Y37 INMIN DY DN
The beginning of a person’s entrance into the service of God must be with
expediency. This is what we find in the Pesach sacrifice that was offered in Egypt,
which had to be eaten in haste whereas every subsequent year it was not eaten in
haste. This is because when a person begins to detach themselves from all the desires
of the physical world to which they are attached, they must make use of the moment
that the desire to serve God first awakened within them, to quickly use that moment
to escape from those desires - if only they would succeed. Afterwards they should
proceed slowly, with consideration, like the Pesach sacrifice of all subsequent years.
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This shiur is dedicated in honour of the yarzheit of

Irena bat Ilia Brezner.
May her soul be bound in the bonds of eternal life

1. Shemot 11:11
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And G-d said to Moshe: 'Yet one plague more will I bring upon Pharaoh, and upon
Egypt; afterwards he will let you go from here; when he shall let you go, he shall
surely throw you out of here completely.

2. Shemot 11:1-2
YN HOYTND 022 NIN PYNT : DYIN UKD 027 MID YIND IDNY D8N N IND YINN-ON) NYH-ON /N NN

G-d spoke to Moshe and Aharon in the land of Egypt saying: This month is for you
the chief of months. It is the first for you of the months of the year.

3. Pesikta Rabbati Parshat HaChodesh

ORI DNN NIUN NIY 11D RN NNX DN XOW TY ORI 1ONX NIN 92 XPN X 29 NONN NOVINND NoMn
PAT PYTY KD 1227 YN D NN L (RO ) MNY) DONNX ONTPY TP DRIVD MNN IO 17PN 3D NN JNY N
YD WINA YD INRY 119) (27 N 1Y APNR) [NYINY v OR] YN DMAN ND DX [IN] INMN D SN NN NP

LINI IND OYN AW 210 190 KX 1IN DTN

“Drawn out hope makes the heart sick; but the tree of life is desire fulfilled” (Mishlei
13:12). Rabbi Chiya bar Abba said that this refers to Yisrael before they were
redeemed. When Moshe came to them and said to them, “G-d told me to go and tell
Yisrael ‘I have surely remembered you” (Shemot 3:16).” They said, “Moshe, it is not
yet the time for redemption. “What strength have I that I should wait? ... Is my
strength the strength of rocks? Is my flesh made of copper?” (Iyov 6:11-12). When he
said to them “In this month you will be redeemed” they said “This is a good sign.
Desire fulfilled is a tree of life.”

! Based on Pri Tzadik Parshat HaChodesh 4
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4. Shir HaShirim Rabba 2:8
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“The voice of my beloved, behold he comes” (Shir HaShirim 2:8) Rabbi Yehuda,
Rabbi Nechemiah and Rabbanan; Rabbi Yehuda says: This refers to Moshe, when he
came and said to Yisrael ‘in this month you will be redeemed.” The people said to
Moshe, ‘how can we be redeemed, didn't G-d say to Avraham “They will enslave
them and make them suffer for 400 years” (Bereishit 15) and only 210 years have
passed.” Moshe replied to them, “‘He wants you to be redeemed, so He doesn’t look
at your calculations, but “leaps over the mountains.” The mountains and valleys
here refer to the calculations of the end and the intercalation of the months. He leaps
over the calculations and over the calculations of the end and the intercalation of the
months, and in this month you will be redeemed, as the verse states, “This month is
the chief of months for you” (Shemot 12). Rabbi Nechemiah said: “The voice of my
beloved, behold he comes” refers to Moshe. When he said to Yisrael, “In this month
you will be redeemed” they said to him, “But we do not have any good deeds to our
merit.” Moshe replied to them, “Since G-d wants you to be redeemed He does not
look at your evil deeds. At whom does he look? At the righteous amongst you and at
their deeds, like Amram and his Beit Din”... They said to him, “Moshe, our teacher,
how can we be redeemed when all of Egypt is dirty with our idolatry.” He replied to
them, “Since He wants you to be redeemed He does not look at your idolatry, but
“skips over the mountains.” ‘Mountains’ refers to idolatry, as the verse states, “On
the top of the mountains they will offer their idolatrous sacrifices” (Hoshea 4).

5. Shemot 9:23
.DNAYVIND TN MD DXIY? 7)2-5271 ; D0 NYDY--PIRNRN YN INP-NDY,PNN-NN VIN INI-ND

Nobody saw anyone else, nor could anyone rise from their place for three days. But
for all the Children of Yisrael there was light in their dwelling.

6. Rashi Bereishit 1:1
TMYNI INNN NOAY 000 NN YTINDN (2 2> MNY) ROX NNNN [NX] DNNND PN 71PN KD - PNYY 227 NN
SN [M2] NOVXIY

Rabbi Yitzchak said; The Torah should have started with “this month is for you...”
which is the first mitzvah that was commanded to Yisrael.

Rabbi David Sedley
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7. Yerushalmi Rosh Hashana 1:32
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Rabbi Simon said: “Much have You done, O You G-d, my G-d, Your wonders and
Your thoughts are for us” (Tehillim 40:6). In the past You have done much. From
here on, “Your wonders and Your thoughts are for us.” Rabbi Levi said: This is
comparable to a king who had a timepiece. Once his son arose, he gave it to him.
Rabbi Yosse bar Chanina said: This is comparable to a king who had a guard booth.
Once his son arose he gave it to him. Rabbi Acha said: This is comparable to a king
who had a ring. Once his son arose he gave it to him. Rabbi Chiya bar Ba said: This is
comparable to a carpenter who had carpentry tools. Once his son arose he gave it to
him. Rabbi Yitzchak said: This is comparable to a king who had treasures. Once his
son arose he gave it to him. The Rabbis say: This is comparable to a doctor who had
a medical bag. Once his son arose he gave it to him..

8. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Machashavot Charutz 10:4
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This is why the Hebrew word for month is chodesh, from the root chadash (new).
Every month there is renewal and newness, and it never gets old, because it
disappears temporarily. The renewal after the disappearance is a new thing and not
the same as it was before. “A person does not truly understand the words of Torah
until he has tripped over them” (Gittin 43a). This means that the renewal of Torah
must be through its disappearance and stumbling. Through this comes renewal and
newness.... For this reason we bring a ‘new offering” on “your Shavuos”, because the
counting of the weeks beforehand is what causes the offering to be new. Yisrael
merit this because they count their calendar based on the moon, and in the future
they will become renewed like the moon, and find the newness after it has been
hidden.... “There is nothing new under the sun,” and everything loses its value as it
becomes old, because the person has become used to it. But the words of Torah must
be as if they are new every day, and as precious at all times like at the time they were
tirst given. Only “under the sun” is nothing new, but beyond the sun, which is the

? Based on Pri Tzadik Parshat HaChodesh 5
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realm of Torah, there is newness. At any moment a person can achieve new things
that were never known or revealed in the world before.

9. Rav Gedalyah Schorr: Ohr Gedalyahu: Moadim Parshat HaChodesh
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The renewal of the moon teaches the power of renewal to the Children of Yisrael, as
we say in the prayer of Kiddush HaChodesh, “that they will renew in the future like
the moon.” At the time that the Children of Yisrael were given the section of “This
month is for you” they were given the power of renewal, which is demonstrated by
the renewal of the moon. The students of Rabbeinu Yonah in their commentary on
Berachot ask: The renewal of the moon is a simple calculation, as the Talmud
explains, ‘sometimes a long cycle, sometimes a short cycle.” This is a calculation of a
physical phenomenon, so why does it allude to renewal? They answer that it
appears to people as though the moon renews, and therefore we make a blessing
over it. Look there....
Therefore even though the renewal of the moon is a natural phenomenon, it teaches
about the power of renewal, because if it appears to people that the moon is being
renewed, and it is clothed in the physical world as renewal, this is a sign that in the
highest worlds there is a spirit of renewal. On Rosh Chodesh, when the moon is
renewed a person can renew themselves, and to receive help from the power of
renewal which comes on Rosh Chodesh. This power of renewal was given to Yisrael
when they left Egypt, when the section of “this month is for you” was given to them.

10. Mishna Rosh Hashana 1:1
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There are four ‘New Years'... On the first of Shevat is the New Year for a tree,
according to Beit Shammai. Beit Hillel say on the fifteenth of the month.
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11. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Pri Tzadik on Tu BiShvat 2
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I saw fit to ask why the Mishna says “tree’ in the singular. Others have answered that
the numerical value of “ilan” is 91, which is the two Names of G-d (Adonai and
YHVH). The truth is that we must look further because it is taught “On the first of
Tishrei... for planting” which is also in the singular, even though everything else in
the Mishna is in the plural - “for years, for shemitot, for yovelot,” and afterwards it
says “for vegetables” and in between “for planting” in the singular.

12. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Tzidkat HaTzadik 1

NNT NDI KDY NMANA HINI 7PNY DXINN NDIT NIXNY I NN NPND I N NTIYY DTRD NOND MUK
NPT 12 TNYNNY YN MNYD I DN WIPH KINY NN DY MIND 590D 108y PR N2NNNNY 290
;1T ND PTI VNI MPNNI T2 1YW T INNY .9V YN DN NXRYY 9NNHY Y37 INMIN DY DN
The beginning of a person’s entrance into the service of God must be with
expediency. This is what we find in the Pesach sacrifice that was offered in Egypt,
which had to be eaten in haste whereas every subsequent year it was not eaten in
haste. This is because when a person begins to detach themselves from all the desires
of the physical world to which they are attached, they must make use of the moment
that the desire to serve God first awakened within them, to quickly use that moment
to escape from those desires - if only they would succeed. Afterwards they should
proceed slowly, with consideration, like the Pesach sacrifice of all subsequent years.
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This shiur is dedicated in honour of the yarzheit of

Irena bat Ilia Brezner.
May her soul be bound in the bonds of eternal life

1. Shemot 11:11
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And G-d said to Moshe: 'Yet one plague more will I bring upon Pharaoh, and upon
Egypt; afterwards he will let you go from here; when he shall let you go, he shall
surely throw you out of here completely.

2. Shemot 11:1-2
YN HOYTND 022 NIN PYNT : DYIN UKD 027 MID YIND IDNY D8N N IND YINN-ON) NYH-ON /N NN

G-d spoke to Moshe and Aharon in the land of Egypt saying: This month is for you
the chief of months. It is the first for you of the months of the year.

3. Pesikta Rabbati Parshat HaChodesh

ORI DNN NIUN NIY 11D RN NNX DN XOW TY ORI 1ONX NIN 92 XPN X 29 NONN NOVINND NoMn
PAT PYTY KD 1227 YN D NN L (RO ) MNY) DONNX ONTPY TP DRIVD MNN IO 17PN 3D NN JNY N
YD WINA YD INRY 119) (27 N 1Y APNR) [NYINY v OR] YN DMAN ND DX [IN] INMN D SN NN NP
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“Drawn out hope makes the heart sick; but the tree of life is desire fulfilled” (Mishlei
13:12). Rabbi Chiya bar Abba said that this refers to Yisrael before they were
redeemed. When Moshe came to them and said to them, “G-d told me to go and tell
Yisrael ‘I have surely remembered you” (Shemot 3:16).” They said, “Moshe, it is not
yet the time for redemption. “What strength have I that I should wait? ... Is my
strength the strength of rocks? Is my flesh made of copper?” (Iyov 6:11-12). When he
said to them “In this month you will be redeemed” they said “This is a good sign.
Desire fulfilled is a tree of life.”

! Based on Pri Tzadik Parshat HaChodesh 4
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4. Shir HaShirim Rabba 2:8

NI NIW YW, NWN DY N2 Y 7N OTIT 93P IR AT 1,13 RN MM AN 027,82 Y 7N ITT 9P
(Y70 TPYNI) ONIARD N7APN IR NI PONI NN TNOD 12T NYN 1D 1INNR PORD DR 1Y WINA IRIWVD
YON I NN DAY N MY WY DINND KON T PR PITYY) MY MIND YIIN DN DY) 01T
PNDY DIXP NN NI PNNNRD MYAN DN PR ,DINN 2Y MDTH NIOX DINMIVNI VIN PN DOINIINII
M, DOWTN WK DY NI WIND (17 MNW) /RY, PIRY DNN N YTND) PNDYY DIXPN 9Y) MNIWNN Yy 3970
TNOT 13>39 NWN 12 1IN PINI DNN NN WTNA INIYID IDRY NYYA ,NWN MY NI NN OITT 2P 0N 71200
72,0097 DPWUYNI V2N N DININIA XON DINXIN ONY NN ,D22I0 DOUYN 1T PR NI PIONI DN
DINN Y21 PHNN NN TN 1737 NWN 1Y 1IN ... 10T 12 DY NI DPWYNI) DIIY DIPITEI 0N NI
TN NON DOV D210 NTIAYA V2N PN DINIINID XN NI DXNIN DNY TN NIYW 021510 NTIAYHN NIMNLVH

0P MY2IN DY INAD DN YWNRI DY (T Y¥IN) X7 THN D212 NTIY KON DM PR DN DY
“The voice of my beloved, behold he comes” (Shir HaShirim 2:8) Rabbi Yehuda,
Rabbi Nechemiah and Rabbanan; Rabbi Yehuda says: This refers to Moshe, when he
came and said to Yisrael ‘in this month you will be redeemed.” The people said to
Moshe, ‘how can we be redeemed, didn't G-d say to Avraham “They will enslave
them and make them suffer for 400 years” (Bereishit 15) and only 210 years have
passed.” Moshe replied to them, “‘He wants you to be redeemed, so He doesn’t look
at your calculations, but “leaps over the mountains.” The mountains and valleys
here refer to the calculations of the end and the intercalation of the months. He leaps
over the calculations and over the calculations of the end and the intercalation of the
months, and in this month you will be redeemed, as the verse states, “This month is
the chief of months for you” (Shemot 12). Rabbi Nechemiah said: “The voice of my
beloved, behold he comes” refers to Moshe. When he said to Yisrael, “In this month
you will be redeemed” they said to him, “But we do not have any good deeds to our
merit.” Moshe replied to them, “Since G-d wants you to be redeemed He does not
look at your evil deeds. At whom does he look? At the righteous amongst you and at
their deeds, like Amram and his Beit Din”... They said to him, “Moshe, our teacher,
how can we be redeemed when all of Egypt is dirty with our idolatry.” He replied to
them, “Since He wants you to be redeemed He does not look at your idolatry, but
“skips over the mountains.” ‘Mountains’ refers to idolatry, as the verse states, “On
the top of the mountains they will offer their idolatrous sacrifices” (Hoshea 4).

5. Shemot 9:23
.DNAYVIND TN MD DXIY? 7)2-5271 ; D0 NYDY--PIRNRN YN INP-NDY,PNN-NN VIN INI-ND

Nobody saw anyone else, nor could anyone rise from their place for three days. But
for all the Children of Yisrael there was light in their dwelling.

6. Rashi Bereishit 1:1
TMYNI INNN NOAY 000 NN YTINDN (2 2> MNY) ROX NNNN [NX] DNNND PN 71PN KD - PNYY 227 NN
SN [M2] NOVXIY

Rabbi Yitzchak said; The Torah should have started with “this month is for you...”
which is the first mitzvah that was commanded to Yisrael.

Rabbi David Sedley



Page3

New Mitzvah; New Beginning | Rav Tzadok
Parshat Bo | HaCohen

7. Yerushalmi Rosh Hashana 1:32

190 TPYY N I2YYO IDHN TMIAYNNI PMND SNON N NNN YWY MAT (1D ©XD>NN) >N PN ) NN
92 NOY 127 DN D NI0N NI THYY 1P PIDPVN D PNV TOND N IR IPON PMIAVHD PMNID T2OM
12 770N N THYY 11 NYIL D PNV TOND NNNX Y27 1IN 1D 1900 1A THYY 1D DIV D DNV ToND NN
I IMNIK D PRV TIN5 PNYY M NN D 1IDN NI TRYY 110 M) 2910 PNV N NI 72 1PN 1317 DN

A2 001 N THYY 1P MINIT DY PPN 12 7PV RO MINN PN 1Y DI0N 1A THYY
Rabbi Simon said: “Much have You done, O You G-d, my G-d, Your wonders and
Your thoughts are for us” (Tehillim 40:6). In the past You have done much. From
here on, “Your wonders and Your thoughts are for us.” Rabbi Levi said: This is
comparable to a king who had a timepiece. Once his son arose, he gave it to him.
Rabbi Yosse bar Chanina said: This is comparable to a king who had a guard booth.
Once his son arose he gave it to him. Rabbi Acha said: This is comparable to a king
who had a ring. Once his son arose he gave it to him. Rabbi Chiya bar Ba said: This is
comparable to a carpenter who had carpentry tools. Once his son arose he gave it to
him. Rabbi Yitzchak said: This is comparable to a king who had treasures. Once his
son arose he gave it to him. The Rabbis say: This is comparable to a doctor who had
a medical bag. Once his son arose he gave it to him..

8. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Machashavot Charutz 10:4

VITNM DN DIYN WY O DY JW»NNn PRY MYTNNM VTN DY 551 11 2T DY W T wNin XIpP) 19 DY
Y13 PY) J¥) 13 OX NIN NN 72T 2Y TOW DTN PR 7Y ,0TIPN MPAY 10 KDY WTN 72T XN DYNN INKRY
12 99 MYTNNNY T2 NN KA 1Y OIT DY OTIPN 21U/ DO¥N > DY RPN TIN NN 22T MYTNND WD (R
No PINY T NYTN NNINT DINN XN MNTIPN MY NPHDY DIMWNIWA NI IWTN NNNN NP
...D9YN 52 INN MYTNNN PYN (N 2710 PITMD) NN YTNNND PTNYY (X V7D N2ID) MDD PNNN ORIY
DY Y2 NYND DN NN AI2T DIAN )12 DINN 2OV TIY VN PR IWPNNYI 12T D) wnvin NNN vin 55 PN
2517 ¥ NNNN NINY WHRwnm Noyno 5aN YN PR WHYN DNN PIT ,NNIYRI NYWD NYY 55 DX2>aM DXWTND

555 DDA PYTY NVINN YTN NOY NN MYTNNN PYND D51 Y
This is why the Hebrew word for month is chodesh, from the root chadash (new).
Every month there is renewal and newness, and it never gets old, because it
disappears temporarily. The renewal after the disappearance is a new thing and not
the same as it was before. “A person does not truly understand the words of Torah
until he has tripped over them” (Gittin 43a). This means that the renewal of Torah
must be through its disappearance and stumbling. Through this comes renewal and
newness.... For this reason we bring a ‘new offering” on “your Shavuos”, because the
counting of the weeks beforehand is what causes the offering to be new. Yisrael
merit this because they count their calendar based on the moon, and in the future
they will become renewed like the moon, and find the newness after it has been
hidden.... “There is nothing new under the sun,” and everything loses its value as it
becomes old, because the person has become used to it. But the words of Torah must
be as if they are new every day, and as precious at all times like at the time they were
tirst given. Only “under the sun” is nothing new, but beyond the sun, which is the
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realm of Torah, there is newness. At any moment a person can achieve new things
that were never known or revealed in the world before.

9. Rav Gedalyah Schorr: Ohr Gedalyahu: Moadim Parshat HaChodesh
DAY DNV ,M1YN WITP MY N2713N NONI DIMNY 1D 7322 MYTNNNN N Y NN 1N wiTn

VITN NNN HOYY, MYTNNNN NI 0N 17,030 NN WTIND DY NWISN »325 1MV Ny, NMNd YINNNY

YNNI 71032 ANTIY, 01V PIAYN NXIN AN WITN YW Py XONYW WP N1 7002 I 129 Y PNIoNAY ,Madn
,MVTNNN DY Py DY H992 N NNDY LYA0N 97D PNIVN NIM ,NINPA NI 0MIYI ND1IND N DMV MV

UYL P9Y D030 199 MYTNNMND X DTNA PYY 1D DININM)
WINM INY NN DTN PYY OX 2 ,MUTNNNN N2 5Y XN NI Y0 Py NN MI%0 WITNY 9N 1dY

oY MY YW MY D) DYN 132X YD YN INY YOO N, MUTNNN DY NN oXya wvias v, 1adn
MYTNNNN NN YD 51PN INSY IR WTND DTNA 5137, MION YINMY 1012 WTIN UKW myTnnn
;092 M YTIND DY NYISN DNY 1N7Y, DIXNND IRYY NYI INIWT 100 M MYTHNND N 172 TN
DNIW 2 T2 MON WITNN ND
The renewal of the moon teaches the power of renewal to the Children of Yisrael, as
we say in the prayer of Kiddush HaChodesh, “that they will renew in the future like
the moon.” At the time that the Children of Yisrael were given the section of “This
month is for you” they were given the power of renewal, which is demonstrated by
the renewal of the moon. The students of Rabbeinu Yonah in their commentary on
Berachot ask: The renewal of the moon is a simple calculation, as the Talmud
explains, ‘sometimes a long cycle, sometimes a short cycle.” This is a calculation of a
physical phenomenon, so why does it allude to renewal? They answer that it
appears to people as though the moon renews, and therefore we make a blessing
over it. Look there....
Therefore even though the renewal of the moon is a natural phenomenon, it teaches
about the power of renewal, because if it appears to people that the moon is being
renewed, and it is clothed in the physical world as renewal, this is a sign that in the
highest worlds there is a spirit of renewal. On Rosh Chodesh, when the moon is
renewed a person can renew themselves, and to receive help from the power of
renewal which comes on Rosh Chodesh. This power of renewal was given to Yisrael
when they left Egypt, when the section of “this month is for you” was given to them.

10. Mishna Rosh Hashana 1:1

19 ;10N WYY MYN YR DIDNI TNRD .0°5X10) DYI9105 MWD UKD IO TN : DN DNV OUNRI NYIIN
PO NIV, MOAPDY DXVNIYD DAY MIYN YR ,IVNL TAND DIYNL TAND,PININ PYNIVY 227 1TYON

A2 9WY YNNI, PININ DD 1T ;ONNDY 12T ,1DOND MYN WD ,0AVA ThNa

There are four ‘New Years'... On the first of Shevat is the New Year for a tree,
according to Beit Shammai. Beit Hillel say on the fifteenth of the month.
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11. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Pri Tzadik on Tu BiShvat 2

Y NN MNYN Y NOIVND RN NOIVN) 1IN NDNT 1IN TN PO 19INRD NN NN IPTPTY STPNXI
POV DNYI D2 NYY PN INDIDT QN TN NYD NYOLID 1Y MIYN YR MIWNI TANI PNT XD INY PTPTO

ST NYWO NYO0IY NN YNNPND MPPY T INK 191 MYV

I saw fit to ask why the Mishna says “tree’ in the singular. Others have answered that
the numerical value of “ilan” is 91, which is the two Names of G-d (Adonai and
YHVH). The truth is that we must look further because it is taught “On the first of
Tishrei... for planting” which is also in the singular, even though everything else in
the Mishna is in the plural - “for years, for shemitot, for yovelot,” and afterwards it
says “for vegetables” and in between “for planting” in the singular.

12. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Tzidkat HaTzadik 1

NNT NDI KDY NMANA HINI 7PNY DXINN NDIT NIXNY I NN NPND I N NTIYY DTRD NOND MUK
NPT 12 TNYNNY YN MNYD I DN WIPH KINY NN DY MIND 590D 108y PR N2NNNNY 290
;1T ND PTI VNI MPNNI T2 1YW T INNY .9V YN DN NXRYY 9NNHY Y37 INMIN DY DN
The beginning of a person’s entrance into the service of God must be with
expediency. This is what we find in the Pesach sacrifice that was offered in Egypt,
which had to be eaten in haste whereas every subsequent year it was not eaten in
haste. This is because when a person begins to detach themselves from all the desires
of the physical world to which they are attached, they must make use of the moment
that the desire to serve God first awakened within them, to quickly use that moment
to escape from those desires - if only they would succeed. Afterwards they should
proceed slowly, with consideration, like the Pesach sacrifice of all subsequent years.
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