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Rabbeinu Chananel and Kairouan

Rabbeinu Rav Yitzchak
Eldad HaDani Chananel Alfasi (1013-
(9th century) (990-1053) 1103)
o o ® o ®
Rabbeinu Rabbeinu Nissin
Chushiel (end ben Yaakov (990-
10th century) 1062)

Eldad HaDani

1. Ibn Ezra Shemot 2:22
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Let me tell you a principle - any book which was not written by prophets or sages
based on tradition cannot be relied upon. Especially if there are things in it which
contradict correct ideas. This applies to Sefer Zerubavel and also to Sefer Eldad HaDani
and others similar to them.

Closure of Talmud

2. Bava Metzia 86a
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Rebbi and Rabbi Natan are the end of the Mishna. Rav Ashi and Ravina are the end
of “teaching’.

3. Rashi Bava Metzia 86a
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End of Mishna: The end of the tannaim. Until their time each person said his words
in the Beit Midrash and the students would learn each statement by itself. There
were no organised ‘orders’. They organised and collected in order and arranged
everything that had been said in the previous generations and arranged them by
masechta. After that only minor changes were made.
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End of “teaching’: The end of the Amoraim. Until their time there was no organised
gemara. Whenever a question was asked about the reason of a mishna in the Beit
Midrash, or a question about a particular incident in the laws of money or forbidden
things, each person would give his own reasoning. Rav Ashi and Ravina arranged
the statements of the Amoraim that they had before them and fixed them in the
order of the masechta, each one with the relevant mishna. They and the Amoraim
with them asked questions that need answering and presented problems that should
be dealt with. They fixed all of this in the gemara. For example ‘he attacked from
logic” (eitivei/ metivei) or ‘he contrasted” (reminhi) or ‘they asked’ (ibaye lehu). And
they gave answers based on what those before them had left. Those who came before
did not fix the questions and answers in the gemara in order of the masechtot or the
mishna that Rebbi had established. Rav Ashi and Ravina came and arranged them.

4, Rambam Introduction to Mishne Torah
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So Ravina and Rav Ashi and their contemporaries are the end of the great sages of
Yisrael who copied the Oral Torah and made decrees and fences and customs. Their
decrees, fences and customs spread throughout Yisrael, in every place that they live.
After the Beit Din of Rav Ashi, when the Talmud was compiled, in the days of his
son it was completed, Yisrael were spread throughout all the lands, and reached the
furthest islands. Warring increased in the world, and the ways were confused with
soldiers. Torah learning diminished and Yisrael did not gather to learn in yeshivot in
their thousands and tens of thousands as they had done formerly. Rather
individuals, the remnants to whom G-d called, would gather in each city and each
country, and learn Torah. They would understand the books of all the sages and
know the ways of justice as it should be. Every Beit Din that comes after the Talmud,
in any country, and makes a decree or fence or custom for their country - their
actions did not spread throughout Yisrael because of the distance between
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communities and the difficulties in travelling.... Therefore if one of the Geonim
teaches that the halacha is a certain way, but a later Beit Din decides that it is not that
way because that is not how it is written in the Talmud - they are not bound by the
tirst Beit Din, but can follow whichever opinion makes more sense to them, whether
the first or a later one. This applies to laws and decrees, to fences and customs that
were made after the closure of the Talmud. But anything which is in the Babylonian
Talmud - all of Yisrael are obligated to follow it. We force every city and each
country to follow the customs that the sages of the Talmud instituted, and to follow
their decrees and their fences, since everything in the Talmud was accepted by all of
Yisrael. And the sages who established the decree or made the fence or initatied the
custom and judged the cases or taught the laws - they were all the sages of Yisrael or
the majority. They heard the tradition in the main principles of Torah, each from his
teacher, in chain going back to Moshe.

Four Captives

5. Seder HaKaballah (R’ Avraham ibn Daud) (Translation from Post-Biblical
Hebrew literature : an anthology (1921) vol. 2 by B. Halper)
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After Chezekiah, who was head of the academy and exilarch, the academies and the
Geonim ceased to exist. But prior to that it was brought about by the Holy One,
blessed be He, that the income of the academies which used to come to them from
the land of Spain, the land of Maghrib, Africa, Egypt, and Palestine, should be
discontinued. The incident was brought about in the following manner: There came
forth from the city of Cordova a captain appointed over a fleet, whose name was Ibn
Damahin, and who was sent by the Ishmaelitish king of Spain, whose name was
'Abd al-Rahman. This commander of mighty ships went forth to conquer the ships of
Edom and the towns that were close to the sea-shore. They reached as far as the
coast of Palestine, turned around to the Greek Archipelago and the islands thereof,
and met a boat which carried four great sages travelling from the city of Bari to a city
called Safsatin. These sages were travelling to collect money for the academy. Ibn
Damahin captured the boat, and took the sages captive. One of these sages was
Rabbi Hushiel, father of Rabbenu Hananel; the second was Rabbi Moses, father of
Rabbi Enoch (he was taken captive together with his wife and Rabbi Enoch his son;
Rabbi Enoch was then a young lad) ; the third was Rabbi Shemariah the son of Rabbi
Elhanan ; as for the fourth, his name is unknown to me. When the captain wanted to
force the wife of Rabbi Moses and to humble her, because she was exceedingly
beautiful and well favored, she cried out to Rabbi Moses her husband in the holy
tongue, and asked him whether they that were drowned in the sea would be
quickened at the time of the resurrection of the dead, or not. He replied unto her : '
The Lord said : " I will bring again from Bashan, I will bring them again from the
depths of the sea." 'When she heard him say that they would be quickened, she
threw herself into the sea, so that she sank and died.

These sages did not say anything about themselves or their wisdom. The captain
sold Rabbi Shemariah in Alexandria of Egypt; the latter went up to Cairo, where he
became head of a school; Rabbi Hushiel was sold on the coast of Africa, whence he
went up to the city of Kairuwan, which in those days was the mightiest of all
Ishmaelitish cities in the land of Maghrib, There Rabbi Hushiel became head of a
school, and there he begot Rabbi Hananel his son. Then the captain went to Cordova,
where he sold Rabbi Moses and Rabbi Enoch his son. They were redeemed by the
men of Cordova, who were not aware of the great learning of the captives.

There was in Cordova a Synagogue that was called the Synagogue of the House of
Study, and there was a judge named Rabbi Nathan, who was exceedingly pious. The
people of Spain, however, were not well-versed in the words of our teachers of
blessed memory. Nevertheless, with the little knowledge that they possessed, they
arranged discussions, interpretations, and arguments. Once Rabbi Nathan the judge
interpreted the law that an ablution is required for each sprinkling, which occurs in
the tractate Yoma, and they were not able to explain it. Whereupon Rabbi Moses,
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who sat in a corner like a beadle, stood up before Rabbi Nathan, and said to him:
'My master, there would be too many ablutions.' When he and his pupils heard his
words, they marvelled one with the other, and asked him to explain the law to them;
whereupon he explained the law in the right manner. They then asked him to
explain all their difficulties, and they set forth their questions, which he answered
with the abundance of his wisdom. There were litigants outside the House of Study
who were not permitted to enter until the pupils had finished their lesson. On that
day Rabbi Nathan the judge came out, and the litigants went after him. But he said
to them: I am no longer judge; but this man, who is clad in sackcloth and is a
stranger, is my teacher and master, and I am his pupil from today and henceforth.
Now appoint ye him judge in the congregation of Cordova.' And they did so. The
congregation gave him a good allowance, and presented him with costly garments
and a carriage.

The captain then wanted to cancel his sale, but the king would not permit him, for he
rejoiced with great joy when he heard that the Jews of his kingdom no longer needed
the men of Babylon. When the report thereof was heard in all the land of Spain and
the land Maghrib, all the pupils came to study under Rabbi Moses, and all the
questions that formerly had been addressed to the academies were directed to him.

This took place in the days of Sherira Gaon, approximately about the year four

thousand seven hundred and fifty.

(Map from http:/ /www .jewishhistory.org/the-four-captives)
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6. Meiri (in Medieval Jewish Chronicles and Chronological Notes p. 225£f)
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After him was Rabbeinu Chananel. His father came from Spain and Rabbi Chushiel
was taken captive. Things transpired and he ended up in Africa in the city of
Kairouan. Rabbeinu Chananel was born there. He wrote commentary on three
orders of Talmud with clear explanations, but he is very brief in his commentary. At
that time also Rav Moshe ibn Chanoch was taken captive and he was redeemed in
the city of Cordova. Rav Shalom recognized his wisdom and stepped down from his
position, appointing him [Rav Moshe] to be head. He was one of the students of Rav
Yosef ibn Aviyutus. At that time there was also Rav Nissim who received from Rav
Hai z”l. You should know that until then the yeshivot were big and revered and
there were very many students who labored in Torah. Even more so the Roshei
Yeshivot who were great and revered and were appointed to be Geonim. They
would never leave the tent [of Torah] day or night. They knew the entire Talmud by
heart, or nearly all of it. The words of Torah and the entire Talmud were arranged in
their mouths and writing any commentary on these words would be like nowadays
writing a translation into a foreign language. This led to them to only write very
little whether in commentary or in halachic rulings... Let us return to our subject. At
that time, from the time of the Geonim and Rabbeinu Chananel. The knowledge of
the sages was less and there was great value in writing commentaries because from
the time of the death of Rav Hai the troubles increased. People’s hearts became dry
and they were unable to pay proper attention to their learning because of all the
troubles.

Rabbeinu Chananel

7. Rav Avraham ibn Daud: Sefer HaKaballah
1220 17701 102 [RN'P7X NN 1DN01 X'YIN M 1'2Y NN'UD NN L,NPNIONR YIX NAT 117 utnl
2NIN 'Y [INA RN 1270 001 1121 7271 PR'WIN "N 1727w INKY |2 27V ' 0002 1201 7T RN
"M NNIY A 001 1121 T 7V TN 170 7RI 211 T 7V I'MI90 75 NIAIWNA 0190 17 D711 TXN
177 1N NI Iy [NNND D INKRYIE IR 7p2 0D XYY TRA 001 11217 1'001N NN Al RN 1110 Y
ANMWII DMY DX NN N7Y2 AN 72X 10110 ANMY 190 1WA [N RN K71 NWRY TN qolne
NN D' TV 7ITA TI2D2 NIXO'™N 707 N1011D1 NIXO'ZX N1 T 78 NN TN NW'R

www.rabbisedley.blogspot.com Jewish History 02



Page7

Rabbeinu Chananel and Kairouan

NMYY NN NN YYD 17 1'2110'D7 'R'7n 0'7'0n NN 0NNI0 [RN'PYRA 'Y DD 21T 1'wy 91N 20l
VYN IRWI NPNI9X YINND TIN7NN 7091 DNIY NV A 17 A K7 0'01 20 211NN TNK DAINT D'97X
AT NI TAIN 70 7NmMY 201 001 211 7R1IN 20 AR NWhY YW DT LLLDTRNR NN WTn
D"TI90 DIY PNX' 0710 DNINYI DAY AYAN DY I'NI TI90 YN TIN7NN ND TN N2 [IWRIN

NN YIRN 1IN DY DN 2N 'l

Let us return to mention the land of Africa. After the death of Rabbeinu Chushiel his
son and student, Rabbeinu Chananel, became Rabbi in Kairouan, along with
Rabbeinu Nissim ben Yaakov Gaon who learnt from Rabbeinu Chushiel. Rabbeinu
Nissim also learnt from Rabbeinu Hai Gaon who loved him very much and sent him
books of response and had questions hand delivered. Rav Shmuel HaLevi HaNagid
would drink from the waters of Rabbeinu Hai through Rabbeinu Nissim. He helped
Rabbeinu Nissim financially very much because he did not have much money.
Afterwards he[Rabbeinu Nissim] sent his daughter to Rav Yehosef HaNagid to be
his wife. He did not find her attractive because she was a midget, but she was filled
with Torah and fear of Heaven. When he was assassinated his wife fled to Alisana

and the community there took care of her with great honour until the day that she
died.

Rav Chananel was very wealthy. There were merchants in Kairouan who gave him
merchandise to sell. He had nine daughters and left 10,000 gold coins after his death.
Also Rav Nissim had no sons. After they both died the Talmud left Africa and there
were only a few left in the land of the Almohads... That generation of Rav Chananel,
Rav Nissim and Rav Shmuel HaLevi HaNagid was the first generation of Rabbis and
the power of the Talmud returned to Spain. There were five Rabbis all called
Yitzchak. Two were Spanish, one was close to them and the other two were from far
away. [The five Yitzchaks were Rabbi Yitzchak ben Yaakov ben Baruch
Albalia, Rabbi Yitzchak ibn Gayyat, Rabbi Yitzchak ben Moshe, the successor to
Rav Hai Gaon; Rabbi Yitzchak ben Reuven Al-Barceloni, a grandfather of
the Ramban (Rabbi Moshe ben Nachum); and Rabbi Yitzchak Alfasi (the RIF)].

Books by Rabbeinu Chananel:

Commentary on Torah; Commentary on Talmud (Berachot, Mo’ed, Nashim,
Nezikin); Book of Hashkafa (lost); Siddur; Sefer Chefetz (halacha); Sefer Miktzo’ot
(halacha);

Books by Rabbi Nissim ben Yaakov: Sefer HaMafteach
Rabbi Yitzchak Alfasi

8. Rambam: Letter to his student Rav Yosef Chacham
(9"M) 7"t 270 NN KR ™MD X

Only learn the halachot of the Rav (Rif)
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9. Vilna Gaon: Maaseh Rav Hilchot Tefillah 60
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To learn after tefillah for three hours straight without a break: Learn a chapter of
mishna and review it very well; Rav Alfas every day and review it very well; books
of mussar several times each day; learn Tanach, aggada and midrashim; learn
gemara - two pages each day with Rashi and to review well; learn Shulchan Aruch
Orech Chaim and to review well each day; learn one masechta by heart... learn the
laws of the festivals before each festival.

10. Chofetz Chaim: Introduction to Likutei Halachot
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Therefore I decided to give you some good advice, and through it you will be able to
learn a great amount of Torah knowledge in a small amount of time. Learn the main
laws of Shas through learning Alfasi with at least Rashi’s commentary. Through this
you will be able to constantly fulfil the mitzvah of “these words that I command you
today shall be on your heart.” For many hundreds of years Yisrael have been
learning Alfasi with Rashi’s commentary.

11. Rav Kook: Orot HaTorah chapter 9:2
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The first part of your efforts should be to learn all of the halachot of Rif in their
simple meaning with appropriate speed. This is very simple to achieve through
regular fixed times. I promise you that it is very pleasant, both in terms of what it is,
and the speed with which the goal is achieved. The goal is a general survey to know
the totality of halacha, as close as possible to their source in the Talmud. Only
through this can all the details be filled in, and the great beauty of the splendorous
building of the entire practical Torah is before your eyes.
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