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Parshat Chayei Sarah - Superstition

Stevie Wonder - Superstition
When you believe in things that you don't understand then you suffer, Superstition ain't the way.

1. Bereishit 24:12-14
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And he [Eliezer] said: 'Eternal, the G-d of my master Avraham, please cause it to happen
before me today, and show kindness to my master Avraham. Behold, I stand by the well of
water; and the daughters of the people of the city are coming out to draw water. So let it
come to pass, that the young woman to whom I will say: please pour your pitcher so that I
may drink; and she shall say: Drink, and I will give your camels also to drink; she is the one
who You have appointed for Your servant Yitzchak; and in this way I will know that You

have shown kindness to my master.'

2. Taanit 4a
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Rabbi Yonatan said: Three people asked inappropriately; two were answered appropriately
and one was answered inappropriately. They are Eliezer, Avraham’s servant, Shaul ben
Kish and Yiftach HaGiladi. Eliezer, Avraham’s servant said, “the young woman to whom I
will say “pour your pitcher....” She could have been lame or blind. Yet he was answered
appropriately and Rivka came along....

3. Vayikra 19:26
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You shall not eat on the blood; do not practise divination, nor soothsaying.

4. Chullin 95b
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Rav was once going to his son-in-law Rav Chanan when he saw a ferry-boat coming
towards him. [He said to himself] The ferry-boat is coming towards me it will be a good day.
As he came to the door he looked through the crack of the door and he saw meat hanging
up. He then knocked at the door and everybody came out to meet him, including the
butchers too. Rav did not take his eyes off [the meat] and said to them: ‘If that is how [you
look after things], then you are feeding my daughter's children non-kosher meat.
Nevertheless, Rav did not eat that meat. Why? If because of meat that had disappeared from
sight, but here he did not lose sight of it; and if because of the divination, but Rav himself
has said: Any divination which is not like that of Eliezer, Abraham's servant, or Yonatan the
son of Saul, is not considered a divination! — [The reason is that] it was not a meal of
mitzvah and Rav would not partake of such a meal.
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Rav used to regard a ferry-boat as a sign. Shmuel would look in a book, and Rabbi Yochanan
would rely on a verse quoted by a child.

During the lifetime of Rav, Rabbi Yochanan used to address his letters: Greetings to our
Rabbi in Bavel! After Rav's death Rabbi Yochanan would address his letters: Greetings to
our colleague in Bavel! Shmuel said to himself, ‘Is there nothing in which I am his master’?
He then sent Rabbi Yochanan the calendar for sixty years. Rabbi Yochanan said, ‘He is only
a mathematician. So Shmuel wrote and sent thirteen camel loads of questions concerning
doubtful cases of trefah. Rabbi Yochanan said, ‘It is clear that I have a Rabbi in Bavel; I must
go and see him’. So he asked a child, ‘Tell me the [last] verse you have learnt’. He answered:
‘Now Shmuel was dead” (I Shmuel 28:3). Rabbi Yochanan said, ‘This means that Shmuel has
died’. But it was not the case; Samuel was not dead then, and [this happened] only that
Rabbi Yochanan should not trouble himself.

It was taught: Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says: A house, a child or a wife, even though they
are not divination, may be taken as a sign. Rabbi Elazar added: Provided it was established
so on three occasions, for it is written: “Yosef is not, and Shimon is not, and if you take
Benyamin away; everything will be upon me” (Bereishit 42:32).

5. Shmuel 14:8-10
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Then said Yonatan: 'Behold, we will pass over unto the men, and we will disclose ourselves
unto them. If they say thus unto us: Tarry until we come to you; then we will stand still in
our place, and will not go up unto them. But if they say thus: Come up unto us; then we will
go up; for the LORD hath delivered them into our hand; and this shall be the sign unto us.'

6. Tosefot Chullin 95b
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Like Eliezer, Avraham’s servant: If you would ask, ‘how could Eliezer himself practice
divination?... We can answer... that he did not give her the bracelets until she told him
whose daughter she was.
Like Yonatan ben Shaul: If you would ask, how could he practice divination? We can answer
that he only said it in order to encourage the youth who was with him, but he would have
attacked them regardless.

7. Rashi Chullin 95b
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Even though they are not divination: It is forbidden to practice divination and to rely on
divination.
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8. Chidushei HaRan Chulin 95b
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This appears to me to be the explanation. Divination which is forbidden by the Torah means
making something contingent on something which is not a logical cause, or detriment, such
as bread falling from his hand.... These and all similar things are forbidden Emorite
practices. But someone who makes as an omen something which is logical and shows benefit
to the activity, or harm, this is not divination. This is how the world works. A person says, “if
it rains tomorrow I will not go on my journey, but if it does not rain I will go.” This is not
divination but the normal way of things.

9. Sanhedrin 65b-66a
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It was taught: Divination is someone who says ‘the bread fell out of my mouth’, ‘the stick
fell from my hand’, ‘my son called after me’, ‘a raven crowed at me’, ‘a deer crossed my
path’, ‘a snake passed on my right’, “a fox passed me on the left’, ‘do not start with me’, ‘it is
the morning’, ‘it is Rosh Chodesh’, ‘it is motze’i Shabbat’. It was taught, “Do not practice
divination nor soothsaying.” For example like those who divine using animals, birds or fish.

10. Mishneh Torah Hilchot Avoda Zara 11:4
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It is forbidden to use divination like they do, for it is written, "...nor shall you practice
divination". Divination involves making statements like one of the following: “Since my
bread has fallen from my mouth, or my stick has fallen from my hand, I will not go to such-
and-such a place, for if I go, I will not be successful', or, “Since a fox passed me on the right-
hand side I will not leave my house today, for if I do I will meet a trickster, etc. Similarly,
those who listen to the singing of the birds and say things like, *Such-and-such will happen
and such-and-such will not', or, ‘It is good to do this, but bad to do that', etc., are also
divining. Similarly, someone who says to slaughter a rooster that made a sound like a raven,
or a hen that had made a sound like a rooster, is also divining. Similarly, one who makes
signs for himself by saying that he will act according to what he sees, like Eliezer,
Avraham’s servant did, is also divining. All things similar to these are forbidden, and
anyone who does any of them receives lashes.

It is permitted to make statements like, "This house that I built is a good sign for me', or,
“This woman that I married, or the animal that I purchased, is blessed, for once I married her
or purchased it I became rich', or to ask a child to recite a verse and to declare the child's
reading of a verse from the blessings as a good sign. These statements are permitted because
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by making them one has not decided upon a course of action or refrained from doing
something - one has just accepted whatever it is as a good sign for what has already
happened.

11. Raavad ad loc.
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This is a big mistake, because this is permitted and permitted it is. Perhaps he was misled by
the wording that says “any divination which is not like Eliezer and Yonatan is not
divination.” He thought it was saying that it is forbidden, but this is not correct! Rather, this
is what it means - it is not worth relying on. How could Rambam have thought such a sin of
tzadikim like that? If they were here they would have put a pulsa de-nura on him!

12. Radak Shmuel 14:9
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Remain until they reach us - this means ‘wait’. Yonatan said this as a sign and an omen...
but this, and things like it are voices that a person hears and he strengthens his heart
because they are a sign and an omen for the action. Do not be mistaken because of the words
of our Rabbis, “Rav said: any divination that is not like Eliezer, Avraham’s servant or like
Yonatan ben Shaul is not divination.” This does not mean that it is forbidden, as many have
explained. Divination involves using animals or birds and is not similar to the divination of
Eliezer or Yonatan. Only that kind is forbidden, as our Rabbis have said... Those things, and
similar have been made up by people with evil thoughts and have become fixed as a custom
for them. They think that they have the power to do good or bad, and this is what the Torah
forbids. But if a person wants to do something and makes a sign to strengthen their resolve
or to awaken them to do this, this is permitted. If Eliezer and Yonatan were doing something
wrong G-d would not have answered them and helped them in their tasks.
The statement of Rav means that any divination or omen that the person did not make for
himself beforehand, like Eliezer and Yonatan did, is not divination or an omen and cannot
be relied upon or concerned with if it happens by itself. Our Rabbis said: From here we learn
that we may use a bat kol, “Your ears will hear a word behind you saying, ‘this is the way
walk in it...”” (Yishaya 30:21). They said it sounds like the voice of a man in the city and the
voice of a woman in the field. What can we say after the stories of the Talmud which are
based on verses? We see that exactly as Yonatan did was told to Gideon prophetically,
“listen to what they will say, and then your hand will grow strong.”

Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 179:4
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