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Shem Tov ibn Falaquera (1225-1295)

When was he born?

1. Sefer HaMevakesh p. 9
In the year 5024 according to the reckoning of the Israelites from creation, in the eighth
month of the months of this year... my years have passed the midpoint of seventy and the
year forty is approaching.

Poet
2. HaMevakesh p. 6b (translation Rabbi Harry W. Ettleson in JQR)

Can the lorn Jew be joyous, when PPN STV MDY
.. 5 99PN DTN M2 PAIPOM
Accursed is his lot among men? D> SY5 1YWY 51> DA DN
For, tho' today his wealth be more 551 DY TN INNY
Than sand upon the ocean's shore, 1911 3P T2 PI8> )
. 9591 NPT 1IN T
Tomorrow goes he stripped and sore. HRAY WKAD DY PR
What justice can there be for Jew, 99131 M1 0T NI MM

IN TUN YWD THY DNON

. o . )
His foe being judge and jury, too? SR TAY PN YTIN

Or how should Israel raise his head,
Wallowing in blood and sore-bestead?
O God, redeem Thy people's state,
And glorify and vindicate

Thy name, which foes now desecrate!

3. Sefer HaMaalot p. 60
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His last poem (on p. 28b) he mtroduces thh thp followmg words HSR'I
pYanars oMy kY Py phnosb pr o nbm M owm oonnRa e ™3Y;

No Claim to Originality

4. Reishit Chochma: Introduction (translation Jospe p. 6)
Most of my words in this (book) on the sciences are the words of the chief philosophers
and experts. I have not innovated anything on my own, but only collected them from the
books that are distributed there.

5. De'ot Ha-Pilosophim VI, A, 1 (translation Jospe p. 6)
He [Aristotle] said: We must be informed of the opinions of the ancients concerning the
soul, to be aided by them. Whichever of them we find to be correct, we shall retain; and
whichever is not correct, we shall abandon.
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6. Mevakesh p. 12 (translation Levine, Seeker pp.7-8)
I composed: (1) Rules for the sick and the regimen of health and the regimen of the soul. It
si healing for the heart and a benefit for the limbs, in metrical verse. (2) And the Treatise on
Ethics, which explains proper actions. (3) Balm for Sorrow, which gladdens the bereaved. (4)
Scroll of Remembrance, in which I discuss times past, for at this time hordes of troubles
come upon us daily. (5) And the Treatise of the Disputation, explaining the harmony
between the Torah and philosophy. (6) And the Beginning of Wisdom. (7) And the Book of
Degrees, in both of which I discuss the ultimate purpose of wisdom and (its) benefits and
the great qualities of men. This my knowledge was sufficient to attain in my childhood,
and these are the children of my thoughts in my youth.

7. Maalot pp. 11-12. (translation Jospe p. 46)
Many of the ignorant who are empty and lacking in wisdom find it difficult when an
author brings a proof from the words of non-Jewish sages. In their eyes, their words are
worthless, and they say that it is not proper to accept them. But these fools who lack
understanding do not remember, and will never imagine or understand, that it is proper
to accept the truth from every person, even if he be less than oneself or form another
nation... And it is not proepr to look at the speaker, but only at what is said, as the
philosopher said: “Know the truth and you will know her masters,” as I mentioned in the
Treatise of the Disputation.

8. De'ot Ha-Pilosophim 4ab (translation Jospe p. 50)
The reasons necessitating writing these opinions I this book are two. The first reason,
which is more necessary, is that a Jew who wants to know them can know these opinions
with a true knoweldge... and he will (be able to) discern the true from the false and the
impossible from the possible... Fort eh doubts concerning what they said in physics are
few, but concerning what they said in metaphysics are many. Therefore this book will
clarify which of their opinions have been demonstrated and which of them have not been
demonstrated but which they said according to what appeared to them. Therefore, I have
translated these opinions fro the Arabic language into the Hebrew language, and
composed them from books that are widely distributed, so that one who wants to know
them can find them all collected in one book, and will not need to wary himself by reading
all (those) books, for all their opinions on physics and metaphysics are included in this
book in general and in detail. The second reason is that most of what has been translated
of these opinios into our language has been corrupted, and they are not clear as they
should be, so that one who studies these translated books cannot (understand) them in
their true meaning.

9. Sefer ha-Mevakesh p. 65
The Seeker asked: What is the essence [ikkar] of the Torah? The Believer responded: “The
essence of the Torah is to believe that the world has a creator, that He is one, that He
brought all creatures into existence from nothing, and to believe that the world is created,
not eternal a parte ante, as the deniers maintain; and that He causes His prophecy to
overflow upon the prophet who is His messenger, sent to inform people of His will; and
that he changes nature by his hand and performs miracles; and to believe that the souls
remain [in existence] after departing from the body; and punishment and reward.
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Shem Tov ibn Falaquera (1225-1295)

Importance of Philosophy

10.

Iggeret Ha-Vikuach p.1

For philosophy is the Torah's sister and twin;
They agree on the right and truth.!

11.

Sefer HaMaalot

DMYI2TY NINIRD 2HIN Y12TA MINT 1INNN NIDWI DNIYYN TIND NYPY DIOTY DY NNONN YN YIRD MYN 0¥
DONNON NYN 1D XYY .ODIYY 25 DY 1Y XD ¥TP9Y NI 1101 XDY DYDY MINT PN YD DMININY DMV D127 DYV
2)2N97 WA TIRY NNNI 2T 1IN ONI NN OYN IN 1NN MNI 7PTPY IDANR DTR D10 NN DIAPY NN ¥ 2510 10N

12.

LYY YN NN YT OONN PNV 10D TIRNDT DY NOX TDIND N VIINT NN PN)

Maalot p. 482

Therefore, this pure class (of men) intend to take the correct way in studying the Torah
and philosophy, which are two sisters according to every true philosopher, in the correct

order;

and strive to perfect he intellectual virtues, the general principles of which are

mentioned in our holy Torah an the details of which are explained in the philosophical
books composed in the method of demonstration; and to be perfect in the moral virtues,
the general principles as well as the details of which are explained in our Torah. It is not as
the ignorant think, that philosophy, which is the demonstrative science, contradicts our

Torah,

13.
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for God forbid that our Torah should contradict the truth.

Reishit Chochma 21
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1 Translation Jospe Torah and Sophia: Shem Tov Ibn Falaquera p. 79
2 Translation Jospe Torah and Sophia Shem Tov Ibn Falaquera p. 79
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When Philosophy Contradicts Torah

14. Iggeret Ha-Vikuach p. 33
The sage said: Far be it from me to consider any of the words which opposes our Torah, let
alone to believe anything that contradicts our faith. Whatever we accept of their words is
true and agrees with our religion, this alone is true. I eat the content of the pomegranate
and discard its peel.

15. Mevakesh p. 734
Do not believe anything of the words of the philosophers, small or great, that contradicts
anything in the Torah, for belief in the Torah is essential, since it is from God and
transcends reason, and leads to the knowledge of the truth. Most of the opinions of the
philosophers on metaphysics are the opposite of the truth, and their opinions on physics
are a mixture of truth and falsehood.

Judaism is Source of all Philosophy

16. Igeret HaVikuach p.13-14
YINI RY 110N D51 DIZWNI NNND TIT DY 1PYN MW PN ROW IN WNNNIND DMNNTPN TN PPV P W97 PN)
NPNNIN PIRY NN NPNNRD NPRIN JNIN DPPNL DINT 1D DNDIDIN JNINY INKHD NI IN WNNNDIND P> ON
WY LTI PV 130 DX12INNN DNISD POV DOUN T8N DYITN PYND NNNIYI PIN 7Y IR YN DYTINI TNV
TIVNN 25 5Y INDYI NI NX NN IMIN POV NNNNND 2T YN0 NINT NHXIONY I INYIPI NNPNNN DNa
DOV NPNYY MINN WP DMPIGDY DX TPND NTN2 TN 1793 PIYN NN DX12INH DTN Y190 NARY INNND DMPIODY
21N DVIINY 10 1N MPIYN IR NINT DTN DI PRY NT DI OY P WY NN 9NN NON NN YDV INYTa
MTNI OMN DMININY DTN NN OXPNDNI DINDIDANN DINNTRN PN DIPIYN DN PRI DVWNN DN HY

LYY NNN 25N AT TYI250 DOXWAD IDSN DY IWATY 10D DMZID XOW MY WNOM

Defender of Rambam
17. Moreh HaMoreh Introduction

DYNDIVAN MYT , 07917 NN 19D 11ONIY DNIYN NXPNIA 127D 190N N3 NNIYRIN MINON 1D ININ ONYAN INN)
0’27, 0NNNKN DY YTRY ROY DINN DIPANDNNT,0MIDY PONY NN BNPYY 1IPIDNY DM12TN YNNI 12 NIINON

L2959 DY91DIVAN M2 T2 POYNND NN PRY DINIT, 7202 N7INN MVIVID NONX NINK NNONA POV NOY INNN MIONND
PV 15929 957 WIONMY 0NN NIAPY NN NNNRD YD ,N7Y DIRIINND DIJPNN NYAPN Y127 2 DOVWINON DNY NaYa

AN MON
NDY ,NPYOYW NPT DYDY YOIV NN DNITI HIPY MINT M DINIT,NNOND) NN IPOYNNY NNNN 2NONN DINNY
NN DN PPIR TV NANRD DYTIY 11O 321,00 DIPORY DIWIN ¥ Y3927 11997 ,NP2PN Y1271 12T N
DINY DDIYNN ,NINT TUN DOWITPN 01,1997 1T 77T DD 022U /NN NP HOPION NON ,TPYNN NPN %2 Pya py
ONY 7Y TITY VTR OOWYTP NYTY ,NNOM MNTHND XY PIY INT D DININD IPTY? ,DNYTN NN XN ,THRN 0T

NN XY, TPPON MINND NOT YD NNANT NYT PO MION 117 /00D NN NNONN ANT TYY HITADY TN MIITHY

12 NNPYHON NIN N N TIAD IN IINI DTYAY TN 1112 1N XY JNN NI 1NN XD, SWNIN MITNUN 1D WY MY NON
DM Y2V ONY YNV JOUN Y, PYNRND DPPNN TN DMV 95 NONND NVNY DINK Y NN 2NN N> DIIND

JDINSNIT DN MNOVW 295 DNMNOY NONY ,DINRNNID DNPPN T8N NIN,DX12770 WYY N, TPYIN 19502 D950
DT YW DYIUNN ¥3,7PPNN 3 DY DINKNIN MYV DIATHN ,IPNNN AN MNON TINDD NN TN DIV

AW 1D NAY YD ND NN ,INNT MM NN ) 20N TN Y ,07T 1NN YININY 1N NANDN ININY 1N 22PN
WP ININD ONY NN NNN VP MNIS N TRIND T 290 ON,NIN NININ /N TNDN YD 190 WP NN, nyT
MINY XY ONYTY PNYTY TPV 7257 ,0°000 12T PIX VN ,YITI NOUNR NIP PRM M YWPY 12 )WHRY /N 90 NNIN

927 95 ,9PNNN M2TH NNYY DY STON PIY 1NN MIONN DT DX 0N IWAN TITN NI ONYTY NON

.192PN T NN MTOWN NPPNN T8N IMPYNY

3 Translation Jospe Torah and Sophia Shem Tov Ibn Falaquera p. 84
4 Translation Jospe Torah and Sophia Shem Tov Ibn Falaquera p. 85
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