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Purim: Lottery (Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Resisei Laila 18)

Shabbat in endowed with holiness by G-d. Rosh Chodesh and the festivals are
endowed with holiness by Yisrael.

1. Berachot 49a
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Purim is unique because it was chosen by Haman and his lottery, and that day was
chosen by him for destruction of Amalek.

2. Sanhedrin 39b
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Ephraim Maksha'ah, the disciple of R. Meir, said on the authority of R. Meir:
Obadiah was an Edomite proselyte: and thus people say, From the very forest itself
comes the [handle of the] axe [that fells it].

And he [David] smote Moab, and measured them with a line, casting them down to
the ground. R. Johanan said on the authority of R. Simeon b. Yohai: Thus the proverb
runs, From the very forest itself comes the [handle of the] axe [that fells it].

“The Pur is the lottery” - the people called it by its Persian name to show that the
miracle happened because Haman gave significance to the lottery. But really it is the
‘lottery” which shows G-d in the world.

3. Esther 3:7
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4. Megillah 13b
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It appears that lottery is random. But the verse states
5. Mishlei 16:33

ani - ian-nx 701,702 A7 33 The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing
1099N-72  thereof is of the LORD.

Things which seem random are also from G-d.
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Purim: Lottery (Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Resisei Laila 18)

This is the main power of Amalek - “Who happened upon you”.
6. Devarim 25:18
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Also Haman “That happened to him”

7. Esther 6:13
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1oy the seed of the Jews, thou shalt not prevail against him,
" but shalt surely fall before him.'

G-d acts with a person as he perceives the world.

8. Sanhedrin 90a
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- “He denied resurrection; therefore he will not have a share in the resurrection.

This is the perception in the world of free choice. In the world of ‘knowledge’ it is
the opposite - that someone who has no share in the world to come will not believe
in the world to come.

Since Amalek’s essence is randomness, therefore he perceives the world as random.

“That happened to him” is when things fall apart for him. Until then Haman
thought that things had a purpose. Only at the end is the truth revealed.
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Purim: Lottery (Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Resisei Laila 18)

Lottery shows G-d’s hand in the world:
9. Division of the Land: Bamidbar 26:55
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10. Yehoshua and Achan: Sanhedrin 43b
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Our Rabbis taught: The word na is none other than a form of supplication. When the
Holy One, blessed be He, said to Joshua, Israel hath sinned, he asked Him,
'Sovereign of the Universe, who hath sinned?' 'Am I an informer?' He answered, 'Go
and cast lots.' Thereupon he went and cast lots, and the lot fell upon Achan. Said he
to him; 'Joshua, dost thou convict me by a mere lot? Thou and Eleazar the Priest are
the two greatest men of the generation, yet were I to cast lots upon you, the lot might
fall on one of you. I beg thee,' he replied, 'cast no aspersions on [the efficacy of] lots,
for Eretz Yisrael is yet to be divided by means of lots, as it is written, The land shall
be divided by lot.

11. Cohen Gadol on Yom Kippur: Vayikra 16:7-8
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12. Yoma 39a
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Yisrael uses lottery to show that nothing is random.
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