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1. Baal HaTurim 27:20
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You shall command: Moshe’s name does not appear in this parsha, which is unique
in the Torah - from the time that Moshe was born there is no other parsha in which
he is not mentioned. The reason is because he said “Please erase me from Your book
that You have written” (Shemot 32:32), and the curse of a wise person comes true
even if it was made conditionally (Makkot 11a), so it was fulfilled in this parsha.
Another reason is that this parsha speaks about the garments of the Cohanim. The
Cohanim should have been descended from Moshe, but because [at the burning
bush] he refused to go as G-d’s messenger, G-d took it away from him and gave it to
Aharon instead (Zevachim 102a). Therefore his name is not mentioned in this parsha
so as to minimise his disappointment.

2. Midrash Tanchuma Tetzaveh 2
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Rabbi Meir said: G-d said that the candles which Aharon lights are more dear to me
than the stars which I fixed in the heavens. Why? Because when the princes brought
their offerings at the dedication of the altar, the tribe of Levi did not bring anything.
Aharon was very disappointed. He said, “All the princes brought something for the
dedication of the altar, but I have no portion in their sacrifices.” G-d said to him, “By
your life! All the other tribes offered one offering of dedication, but you will also
perform a dedication. “In the tent of meeting, outside of the parochet of testimony, in

the ohel mo’ed, Aaron and his sons shall arrange it, to burn from evening to morning
before G-d” (Shemot 27:21).

3. Avot1:12
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Hillel says: Be of the students of Aharon - love peace and pursue peace; love people
and bring them close to Torah.
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4. Pri Tzadik Chanukah 1
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The concept of lighting the menorah is like the midrash says, “come and light for me
just like a light for you.”... This refers to the light of the Oral Torah which was given
to Yisrael, and “it is not in Heaven.”... This power was given to Aharon, to illumine
the hearts of all of Yisrael with the light of the Oral Torah through lighting the lights
of the Mikdash.

5. Shemot 30:1-8
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And you shall make an altar to burn incense upon; of acacia-wood you shall make
it.... And when Aharon lights the lamps in the afternoon, he shall offer incense,
perpetual incense before G-d, throughout your generations.

6. Ramban Shemot 30:1
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The incense altar is one of the inner vessels. It would have been appropriate to list it
with the table and the menorah since it is placed next to them!

7. Pri Tzadik Tetzaveh 2
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This is the essential concept of Aharon the Cohen - to bring those on the periphery
to holiness. This is the concept of incense, which has galbanum mixed in with it,
even though it smells bad. Through this the mitzvah of the incense is fulfilled. We
find this idea in the Talmud “Any fast day which does not include the sinners of
Yisrael is not a proper fast. We learn this from the galbanum...” (Keritut 6b).
Specifically through those people who were distance there is greater spiritual
elevation when they come claose. As the Zohar explains, “There is no light except
that which comes from darkess... there is no good except that which comes from
bad. When a person abandons their bad path and leaves it, G-d’s honour is elevated.
Therefore [the altar] is connected to this parsha because this is the essence of Aharon
the Cohen, to bring close those who are distant.
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Wikipedia: Galbanum has a disagreeable, bitter taste, a peculiar, somewhat musky
odour, an intense green scent

8. Bamidbar 20:29
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The entire congregation saw that Aharon was dead. They wept for Aharon thirty
days, all the house of Yisrael.

9. Rashi Bamidbar 20:29
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All the house of Yisrael - men and women, because Aharon would pursue peace and
bring love between people who were arguing, and between husband and wife.

10. Tzidkat HaTzadik 198
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This is the reason that the Torah states, “ Aharon will carry the names of the Children
of Yisrael...” (Shemot 28:29). The name of something is the root of the lifeforce of its
soul in the source in the highest worlds. Aharon’s heart loved all of Yisrael, therefore
the secrets of all the souls at their roots were revealed to him. Through this all the
hidden things of the universe were revealed to him, and he could ask the Urim and
Tumim. The letters were protruding. This means that there is a bulge in the heart of
someone who loves Yisrael through the names of the Children of Yisrael to know the
will of G-d and how He runs the world, each thing at its time and in every
generation. This is what the souls of Yisrael allude to in each generation.
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11. Pri Tzadik Tetzaveh 2
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Amalek is the antithesis of the holiness of Aharon. The Clouds of Glory which came
in the merit of Aharon are the Sukkah of peace over all of Yisrael. Amalek would
come and attack the people who were thrown out of the clouds (Tanchuma Ki Tetzei
10). This is because Amalek had no power within the clouds of Aharon... It is known
that Amalek is “the first of nations” (Bamidbar 24:20). This means that he is the root
of the husk of the primordial snake that also came with the plan to mislead
humanity. [It said] “Even though G-d said, “From the tree of knowledge of good and
evil you may not eat, lest you die” (Bereishit 3:3), this is because of the risk that they
would become mired in evil. But the truth is that it will take you to greater heights
when you know the difference between good and evil, and then return to do good. It
will earn you more merit. This is why He said, “On the day that you eat from it...
you will be like G-d, knowing good from evil.” In truth G-d warned them not to eat
so that they should not bring themselves to the test, because He knew that there
would be no clarity from this tree until the final end of time.

12. Yoma 72b
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Rabbi Yochanan said there were three crowns [on the vessels of the mishkan]; of the
altar, of the ark and of the table. That of the altar Aharon merited and took. That of
the table King David merited and took. That of the ark is still placed and waiting -
anyone who wants it may come and take it.

13. Shemot Rabba 2
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Moshe wanted that both Cohanim and kings would come from his descendants. G-d
said to him, “Do not come close to here (halom)” (Shemot 3:5). In other words, “your
children will not be offering the sacrifices, because kehuna is already set aside for
Aharon your brother. Halom refers to kingship, as the verse states, “For I have
brought you to here (halom) (Shemuel 2 7:18)... G-d said to him, “This is already set
aside for David.” Nevertheless Moshe merited to them both. He served as the Cohen
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for the seven days of inauguration. And he was a king, as the verse states, “There
was a king in Yeshurun” (Devarim 33:5)

14. Midrash Tanchuma Tetzaveh 6

PORY ,INDNIY IO NIPY ORIWIIY WD () 3 WINY) 910705 TOY TURT ,2INDN INRY IT D) MISN INN
,M NOT ONOYTI DIPY ORIWIAY DTN (1§ WINIY) JOXIND TURI NOTY (A0 N X7N) HNION UKD DN 1YY
(05 1 7YT) N NIMVIN ONOYTY WO

“You will command...” This is what the verse means: “Your head (rash) upon you is
like Carmel” (Shir HaShirim 7:6) - the poor of Yisrael is equivalent to Eliyahu, about
whom it says, “Eliyahu ascended Mount Carmel” (Melachim 1 18:42). “And the hair
(dalat) of your head like argaman purple” - the poorest amongst you are equivalent
to Daniel about whom it says, “They dressed Daniel in argaman purple” (Daniel
5:29).

15. Pri Tzadik Tetzaveh 2
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We can explain the juxtaposition of this midrash in this parsha based on what we
have said until now. Aharon personified “Love people and bring them close to
Torah” to bring near those who are distant, to find the good within the bad. This is
the meaning of “the poor of Yisrael is equivalent to Eliyahu who ascended Mount
Carmel.” It says there “He placed his face between his knees” (Melachim 1 18:42).
Our Rabbis have said: He said to G-d, ‘if we have no merit, look at the brit milah’
(Shir HaShirim Rabba 7:12). In other words, even if they are completely poor of good
deeds, since they are part of Yisrael they are included within “Your people are all
righteous”. He accomplished this through his prayer. “The hair of your head “means
the poorest of the poor. Poor means someone with no wisdom (Nedarim 41la).
Nevertheless such a person is equivalent to Daniel because he can come close to
holiness through the wisdom of the Torah, which is like Daniel, as the verse states,
“You are wise Daniel” (Yechezkel 28:3). In the Midrash (Shir HaShirim Rabba ad
loc.) it says “the hair of your head is like argaman purple” - the poorest of Yisrael
are as dear to Me as King David...” In other words; the poverty and stumbling that
befalls individuals of Yisrael - they still have hope to rise above it through this like
King David about whom they said, “It was not appropriate for David to commit that
sin... but if an individual sins we say to him, “Act like King David...”. This leads to a
greater revelation of the Glory of Heaven.
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Pri Tzadik Tetzaveh 2
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