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Born To Be Bad - Did Esav Have Free Choice?

George Thorogood and the Destroyers - Born to be Bad

Now on the night I arrived My daddy said "Sake's Alive!"

5It's the meanest one that we've had yet ...

I grew up rough and mean ... My biggest kick was breakin' the rules ...
I'm here to tell you boys I was born to be bad

Did Esav Have Free Choice?

1. Rashi Bereishit 25:22
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They struggled - our Rabbis explained this means ‘running’. When she [Rivka] passed by
doors of Torah of Shem and Ever, Yaakov ran and tried to come out. When she passed by
the doors of idolatry Esav tried to come out.

2. Rashi Bereishit 25:23
OINYD A3 WWAY 1T ,05T19) DN DMYNIN I - YTID PYNN

From your womb they will separate - from the womb they separated, this one to his
wickedness, this one to his perfection.

3. Rashi Bereishit 25:27
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The youths grew up, and Esav was... - while they were children they were not recognisable
by their actions, and nobody examined to see their nature. Once they turned thirteen this
one separated to the Beit Midrash and the other one separated to idolatry.

4. Sanhedrin 91b
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Antoninus said to Rebbi, “When does the evil inclination begin to rule a person; from
conception or from birth?” He replied, “From conception.” [Antoninus] said to him, “If so,
the foetus would kick its way out of the womb. Rather it must be from birth.” Rebbi said,
“This thing I learned from Antoninus, and Scripture supports him, as it states, “Sin crouches
at the entrance.”

Was the Blessing Fulfilled?

5. Bereishit 27:37

R NION N9 5 PRIOD UM WTY ,07T2Y2 19 01 PON-DZ-NN T2 PIAY 11 D WY 1N PRY? W)
23 NP

And Yitzchak answered and said to Esav: '‘Behold, I have made him your master, and I have
given him all his brothers as servants; and with grain and wine I have sustained him; and
what then can I do for you, my son'?
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6. Ibn Ezra Bereishit 27:40
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It seems correct to me... that the main blessing is for their descendants. Those who sleep,
who never wake up from their foolishness, think that we are now in the exile of Edom. But
this is not so. Edlom was vanquished by Yehuda, as the verse states, “So Edom revolted from
under the hand of Yehuda” (Divrei HaYamim 2 21:10).... Also in the time of Hyrcanus the
Elder they were made the guards of Yerushalayim and he made them -circumcise
themselves... Rome who exiled us is descended from Kitim... which is the kingdom of
Greece as I explained in Sefer Daniel. There were very few people who believed in the new
religion, and when they believed, in the time of Constantine who rejuvenated the entire
religion, there were very few people in the world who kept the New Testament, apart from
the Edomites. Also today the people of Egypt, Sheva and Ileim are Yishmaelim. There are
very few biological descendants of Yishmael amongst them.

7. Shmuel David Luzzatto Bereishit 27:401

oY NMNON PR ONYM ,NDNN DN YD O PA DIV BY XIN YNPN 2190 IRV 77N NNIND DITX 2D YN
,UNN VY 22 P DYTR DV IRIPI KD DY NYRIN NP2N NTIY D> 91 ,19YPN 1NN TN DY XD) 01 MoN
290 DY PN ONYTRNIY 79N N 7P ,0VTR DY M1 MIOND XIPY DX IPNN 2N 129N INX DN
ONIVIY YN MDVIN PNV DITNN TONY INN VI NN INNNDT XNY DYTN OV 71PN 9 DY INIWY DN
M) NN D (NNN 9N D) 12 Yy 91D DYTRD DITINPN NNV NIAY ,DINDIN T2 NN 2IMWIY ,TRD
NMMIPNRN 9 D )N NN NDINNY DT MM DY RON ,NYTNN NNNND MY DY H55 MNo PRI ; DTN DY3a
M9 OYTR INIPY DYTNN MINND DY D INNRY Y7INT 2I2TY ynwn ON) .ONYD OMOYN DY NOLWIY
PN MINN IMHRAY DNWYNRIN 2D ,23D) IPY N1 D DINX 1D ;5 DITX 22N 1PN OINNI IPNNIY DNYRINY
NNN DNN DM PV T8N DINK DYDY DINHDIY NP NIN DITN DY, 0T NI ,DONDYN DM DY

LDIINN TSN NI, DINDIN NOVNN

And know that Edom mentioned in the Torah and other holy books [of Tanach] refers to the
nation which dwells between the Reed Sea and the Dead Sea, and it was never the intent to
refer to the kingdom of Rome nor any of the nations of Europe. And all of the days the First
Temple stood, and the Second [Temple], the only one called Edom were the actual
descendants of Esav. However, after the destruction of the [second] Temple, the Jews began
to call the kingdom of Rome by the name Edom. And this was because in general, the
Edomites tormented Israel, and therefore the name Edom was hated and detested by us.
And specifically, after Herod reigned, who was an Edomite and was very bad to Israel. And
when the Temple was destroyed at the hands of the Romans, the hatred of the Jews passed
from Edom to Rome. Therefore (and also because of fear), they nicknamed Rome with the
name Edom. And the intent is not at all to the people of the new faith [=Christians], but
rather to the Roman Empire which destroyed our Temple, and to all the places that their rule
and language extended.

And do not listen to the words of Ibn Ezra who said that the people of the new faith are
called Edom because the first ones who believed in the Nazarene were from the people of
Edom. For this is falsehood and lies. The first one who believed in the Nazarene were Jews,
Greeks, and Romans, not Edomites. And the name Edom is a nickname for the Romans and
to other nations from the aspect that they were, in those days, under Roman rule, and not
because of their [Christian] faith.

! Translation Josh Waxman (parsha.blogspot. com)
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8. Shmuel 2 8:14
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And he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and all the Edomites
became servants to David.

9. Josephus Antiquities of the Jews book 13:2542

Hyrcanus took also Dora and Marissa, cities of Idumea, and subdued all the Idumeans; and
permitted them to stay in that country, if they would circumcise themselves, and make use
of the laws of the Jews; and they were so desirous of living in the country of their
forefathers, that they submitted to the use of circumcision, and of the rest of the Jewish ways
of living; at which time therefore this befell them, that they were hereafter no other than
Jews.

Esav is the Progenitor of Rome

10. Avoda Zara 11b3
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Said Rav Judah in the name of Samuel: They have yet another festival in Rome [which
occurs] once every seventy years. Then a healthy man is brought and made to ride on a lame
man; he is dressed in the attire of Adam, on his head is placed the scalp of R. Ishmael, and
on his neck are hung pieces of fine gold to the weight of four zuzim, the market places
[through which these pass] are paved with onyx stones, and the proclamation is made
before him: 'The reckoning of the ruler is wrong. The brother of our master is an impostor!
Let him who will see it see it; he who will not see it now will never see it. Of what avail is
the treason to the traitor or deceit to the deceiver!’; and they concluded thus: Woe unto the
one when the other will arise.'

11. Rashi Avoda Zara ibid.
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The brother of our master is an imposter - The brother of our master Esav is an imposter.
This refers to Yaakov who deceived Esav and tried to take the blessings to have dominion
over his brother.

12. Avoda Zara 10b
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Once he [Antoninus] asked him [Rebbi]: 'Shall I enter the world to come?' 'Yes!' said Rebbi.
'But,' said Antoninus, 'is it not written, “There will be no remnant to the house of Esav”?"
'That,' he replied, 'applies only to those whose evil deeds are like those of Esav.' We have
learnt likewise: There will be no remnant to the House of Esav, might have been taken to
apply to all, therefore Scripture says distinctly — To the house of Esav, so as to make it
apply only to those who act as Esav did. 'But', said Antonius, is it not also written: There [in
the nether world] is Edom, her kings, and all her princes.' 'There, too,' Rebbi explained, '[it
says:] 'her kings', it does not say all her kings; 'all her princes', but not all her officers!

? Translation by William Whiston
® Translation Soncino Talmud
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13. Avoda Zara 8b
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When R. Dimi came he said: Thirty-two battles did the Romans fight against the Greeks and
could not prevail against them until the Romans made an alliance with the Israelites. And
these were the conditions made with them: If the kings are [chosen] from among us, the
princes should be chosen from your midst, and if the kings are chosen from among you, the
princes shall come from our midst... For twenty-six years did the Romans keep faith with
Israel, thereafter they subdued them. What scriptural support did they have for their former
attitude and what for the latter? To the former may be applied the words: Let us take our
journey and let us go. And to the latter may be applied the words: Let my lord now pass
before his servant.

14. Rashi Bereishit 25:23
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Two nations in your womb - it is written as ‘two princes’. This refers to Antonius and Rebbi,
who never lacked raddish or horseradish from their table, neither in summer nor in winter.

Esav/Edom/Rome Represents Christianity

15. Kiddushin 18a
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Rabbi Yochanan said, “The scriptural source that a non-Jew inherits his father is “For I have
given Esav Mount Seir as an inheritance.” Perhaps [Esav is different because he is] a
rebellious Jew.

16. Abarbanel Yishaya 35 (p. 172)
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They have found many comparisons between the relationship of the Romans and Yisrael
and between Esav and Yaakov. Firstly, just as Yaakov and Esav shared their father’s heritage
and his faith, so the faith of the Christians and Yisrael shares a single Father, who is G-d.
They both acknowledge that He is the Prime Mover and they turn to Him without
worshipping intermediaries. They both share a single Torah because they both accept and
uphold the Torah of Moshe as true.... The kabbalistic Rabbis have a tradition that the soul of
Esav was reincarnated as Jesus the Nazarine... Perhaps for this reason he is called Yeshua,
which has the same letters as Esav (if written in full). Because of this anyone who holds this
faith and religion and worships him should be called a ‘descendant of Edom’” since Jesus is
Esav and Esav is Edom. Rome is where that religion began, and is rooted. The Caesars of
Rome and the Christian kings accepted it first. Therefore all Christians who believe in the
religion of Jesus are without doubt the children of Edom, the children of Esav.
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Biblical Esav Is a Metaphor for Evil
17. Malachi 1:3
3T MDY INZNINNY,MRRY PIN-NX DYRY ONNY IYY-NX)

But Esav I hated, and made his mountains desolate, and gave his inheritance to the jackals of
the wilderness.

18. Rabbeinu Yonah Shaarei Teshuva 3:218
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But a person about whom you know, after you have examined his deeds, that there is no
fear of G-d before him, and he always chooses the path which is not good - it is a mitzvah to
speak bad things about him and to reveal his sins; to make a sinner appear rotten in the eyes
of others in order that the souls of those who listen will recoil from such evil deeds.

19. Chofetz Chaim Hilchot Lashon HaRa 4:7
Y1 7277927 NY ND YN ,D2I1272 3NN DN, NIYN NIN2 TANY DY IN0HNY DX WN NN N 170127 190N 12)
Our Rabbis have taught “do not oppress your fellow Jew.” One who is with you in Torah
and Mitzvot, do not oppress him with your words. But one who has closed his heart to G-d’s
Torah, it is permissible to humiliate him through his own actions, to publicize his
demeaning lifestyle and pour scorn on him.
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George Thorogood and the Destroyers - Born to be Bad

Now on the night I arrived My daddy said "Sake's Alive!"

5It's the meanest one that we've had yet ...

I grew up rough and mean ... My biggest kick was breakin' the rules ...
I'm here to tell you boys I was born to be bad

Did Esav Have Free Choice?

1. Rashi Bereishit 25:22
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They struggled - our Rabbis explained this means ‘running’. When she [Rivka] passed by
doors of Torah of Shem and Ever, Yaakov ran and tried to come out. When she passed by
the doors of idolatry Esav tried to come out.

2. Rashi Bereishit 25:23
OINYD A3 WWAY 1T ,05T19) DN DMYNIN I - YTID PYNN

From your womb they will separate - from the womb they separated, this one to his
wickedness, this one to his perfection.

3. Rashi Bereishit 25:27

110,020 NN DN PTPTN DTN PXY DPYYNI DD 1PN KDY DNIVP PV JHT YD - WY 1% DN DTN
1O NTIAYY WD DT MVITI YNAD WA N IV NIYY YYDV 2 WYY

The youths grew up, and Esav was... - while they were children they were not recognisable
by their actions, and nobody examined to see their nature. Once they turned thirteen this
one separated to the Beit Midrash and the other one separated to idolatry.

4. Sanhedrin 91b
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Antoninus said to Rebbi, “When does the evil inclination begin to rule a person; from
conception or from birth?” He replied, “From conception.” [Antoninus] said to him, “If so,
the foetus would kick its way out of the womb. Rather it must be from birth.” Rebbi said,
“This thing I learned from Antoninus, and Scripture supports him, as it states, “Sin crouches
at the entrance.”

Was the Blessing Fulfilled?

5. Bereishit 27:37
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And Yitzchak answered and said to Esav: '‘Behold, I have made him your master, and I have
given him all his brothers as servants; and with grain and wine I have sustained him; and
what then can I do for you, my son'?
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6. Ibn Ezra Bereishit 27:40
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It seems correct to me... that the main blessing is for their descendants. Those who sleep,
who never wake up from their foolishness, think that we are now in the exile of Edom. But
this is not so. Edlom was vanquished by Yehuda, as the verse states, “So Edom revolted from
under the hand of Yehuda” (Divrei HaYamim 2 21:10).... Also in the time of Hyrcanus the
Elder they were made the guards of Yerushalayim and he made them -circumcise
themselves... Rome who exiled us is descended from Kitim... which is the kingdom of
Greece as I explained in Sefer Daniel. There were very few people who believed in the new
religion, and when they believed, in the time of Constantine who rejuvenated the entire
religion, there were very few people in the world who kept the New Testament, apart from
the Edomites. Also today the people of Egypt, Sheva and Ileim are Yishmaelim. There are
very few biological descendants of Yishmael amongst them.

7. Shmuel David Luzzatto Bereishit 27:401
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And know that Edom mentioned in the Torah and other holy books [of Tanach] refers to the
nation which dwells between the Reed Sea and the Dead Sea, and it was never the intent to
refer to the kingdom of Rome nor any of the nations of Europe. And all of the days the First
Temple stood, and the Second [Temple], the only one called Edom were the actual
descendants of Esav. However, after the destruction of the [second] Temple, the Jews began
to call the kingdom of Rome by the name Edom. And this was because in general, the
Edomites tormented Israel, and therefore the name Edom was hated and detested by us.
And specifically, after Herod reigned, who was an Edomite and was very bad to Israel. And
when the Temple was destroyed at the hands of the Romans, the hatred of the Jews passed
from Edom to Rome. Therefore (and also because of fear), they nicknamed Rome with the
name Edom. And the intent is not at all to the people of the new faith [=Christians], but
rather to the Roman Empire which destroyed our Temple, and to all the places that their rule
and language extended.

And do not listen to the words of Ibn Ezra who said that the people of the new faith are
called Edom because the first ones who believed in the Nazarene were from the people of
Edom. For this is falsehood and lies. The first one who believed in the Nazarene were Jews,
Greeks, and Romans, not Edomites. And the name Edom is a nickname for the Romans and
to other nations from the aspect that they were, in those days, under Roman rule, and not
because of their [Christian] faith.

! Translation Josh Waxman (parsha.blogspot. com)
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8. Shmuel 2 8:14
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And he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and all the Edomites
became servants to David.

9. Josephus Antiquities of the Jews book 13:2542

Hyrcanus took also Dora and Marissa, cities of Idumea, and subdued all the Idumeans; and
permitted them to stay in that country, if they would circumcise themselves, and make use
of the laws of the Jews; and they were so desirous of living in the country of their
forefathers, that they submitted to the use of circumcision, and of the rest of the Jewish ways
of living; at which time therefore this befell them, that they were hereafter no other than
Jews.

Esav is the Progenitor of Rome

10. Avoda Zara 11b3
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Said Rav Judah in the name of Samuel: They have yet another festival in Rome [which
occurs] once every seventy years. Then a healthy man is brought and made to ride on a lame
man; he is dressed in the attire of Adam, on his head is placed the scalp of R. Ishmael, and
on his neck are hung pieces of fine gold to the weight of four zuzim, the market places
[through which these pass] are paved with onyx stones, and the proclamation is made
before him: 'The reckoning of the ruler is wrong. The brother of our master is an impostor!
Let him who will see it see it; he who will not see it now will never see it. Of what avail is
the treason to the traitor or deceit to the deceiver!’; and they concluded thus: Woe unto the
one when the other will arise.'

11. Rashi Avoda Zara ibid.
PAND P20 NPND 1572 DIV AWNIT VYD NI APV NI 90T IWY INNITR DY PAN .NIDMT RIINT MNKN

The brother of our master is an imposter - The brother of our master Esav is an imposter.
This refers to Yaakov who deceived Esav and tried to take the blessings to have dominion
over his brother.

12. Avoda Zara 10b

P17 ND Y97 M3) NOIN WY NWYN NYIYA WY TP TV PP KD DNOM DR PR DN OINNT RNDOYD RPN DN
779910 DN NV 9D 129N DYTN NNY 2XNOM DN VWY NUYN NIV VY 125 57N 535 5157 Wy ndad TIv
YW Y5 XY PNV DD 19951 YO XY

Once he [Antoninus] asked him [Rebbi]: 'Shall I enter the world to come?' 'Yes!' said Rebbi.
'But,' said Antoninus, 'is it not written, “There will be no remnant to the house of Esav”?"
'That,' he replied, 'applies only to those whose evil deeds are like those of Esav.' We have
learnt likewise: There will be no remnant to the House of Esav, might have been taken to
apply to all, therefore Scripture says distinctly — To the house of Esav, so as to make it
apply only to those who act as Esav did. 'But', said Antonius, is it not also written: There [in
the nether world] is Edom, her kings, and all her princes.' 'There, too,' Rebbi explained, '[it
says:] 'her kings', it does not say all her kings; 'all her princes', but not all her officers!

? Translation by William Whiston
® Translation Soncino Talmud
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13. Avoda Zara 8b
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When R. Dimi came he said: Thirty-two battles did the Romans fight against the Greeks and
could not prevail against them until the Romans made an alliance with the Israelites. And
these were the conditions made with them: If the kings are [chosen] from among us, the
princes should be chosen from your midst, and if the kings are chosen from among you, the
princes shall come from our midst... For twenty-six years did the Romans keep faith with
Israel, thereafter they subdued them. What scriptural support did they have for their former
attitude and what for the latter? To the former may be applied the words: Let us take our
journey and let us go. And to the latter may be applied the words: Let my lord now pass
before his servant.

14. Rashi Bereishit 25:23
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Two nations in your womb - it is written as ‘two princes’. This refers to Antonius and Rebbi,
who never lacked raddish or horseradish from their table, neither in summer nor in winter.

Esav/Edom/Rome Represents Christianity

15. Kiddushin 18a
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Rabbi Yochanan said, “The scriptural source that a non-Jew inherits his father is “For I have
given Esav Mount Seir as an inheritance.” Perhaps [Esav is different because he is] a
rebellious Jew.

16. Abarbanel Yishaya 35 (p. 172)

APYN WY IDNNYNY 1IOYT MUNIN .APYN VY P PNV IND IRIY OPIN 122 /ONMDNHD DONNT INND) 9293
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They have found many comparisons between the relationship of the Romans and Yisrael
and between Esav and Yaakov. Firstly, just as Yaakov and Esav shared their father’s heritage
and his faith, so the faith of the Christians and Yisrael shares a single Father, who is G-d.
They both acknowledge that He is the Prime Mover and they turn to Him without
worshipping intermediaries. They both share a single Torah because they both accept and
uphold the Torah of Moshe as true.... The kabbalistic Rabbis have a tradition that the soul of
Esav was reincarnated as Jesus the Nazarine... Perhaps for this reason he is called Yeshua,
which has the same letters as Esav (if written in full). Because of this anyone who holds this
faith and religion and worships him should be called a ‘descendant of Edom’” since Jesus is
Esav and Esav is Edom. Rome is where that religion began, and is rooted. The Caesars of
Rome and the Christian kings accepted it first. Therefore all Christians who believe in the
religion of Jesus are without doubt the children of Edom, the children of Esav.
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Biblical Esav Is a Metaphor for Evil
17. Malachi 1:3
3T MDY INZNINNY,MRRY PIN-NX DYRY ONNY IYY-NX)

But Esav I hated, and made his mountains desolate, and gave his inheritance to the jackals of
the wilderness.

18. Rabbeinu Yonah Shaarei Teshuva 3:218
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But a person about whom you know, after you have examined his deeds, that there is no
fear of G-d before him, and he always chooses the path which is not good - it is a mitzvah to
speak bad things about him and to reveal his sins; to make a sinner appear rotten in the eyes
of others in order that the souls of those who listen will recoil from such evil deeds.

19. Chofetz Chaim Hilchot Lashon HaRa 4:7
Y1 7277927 NY ND YN ,D2I1272 3NN DN, NIYN NIN2 TANY DY IN0HNY DX WN NN N 170127 190N 12)
Our Rabbis have taught “do not oppress your fellow Jew.” One who is with you in Torah
and Mitzvot, do not oppress him with your words. But one who has closed his heart to G-d’s
Torah, it is permissible to humiliate him through his own actions, to publicize his
demeaning lifestyle and pour scorn on him.
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George Thorogood and the Destroyers - Born to be Bad

Now on the night I arrived My daddy said "Sake's Alive!"

5It's the meanest one that we've had yet ...

I grew up rough and mean ... My biggest kick was breakin' the rules ...
I'm here to tell you boys I was born to be bad

Did Esav Have Free Choice?

1. Rashi Bereishit 25:22
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They struggled - our Rabbis explained this means ‘running’. When she [Rivka] passed by
doors of Torah of Shem and Ever, Yaakov ran and tried to come out. When she passed by
the doors of idolatry Esav tried to come out.

2. Rashi Bereishit 25:23
OINYD A3 WWAY 1T ,05T19) DN DMYNIN I - YTID PYNN

From your womb they will separate - from the womb they separated, this one to his
wickedness, this one to his perfection.

3. Rashi Bereishit 25:27
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The youths grew up, and Esav was... - while they were children they were not recognisable
by their actions, and nobody examined to see their nature. Once they turned thirteen this
one separated to the Beit Midrash and the other one separated to idolatry.

4. Sanhedrin 91b
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Antoninus said to Rebbi, “When does the evil inclination begin to rule a person; from
conception or from birth?” He replied, “From conception.” [Antoninus] said to him, “If so,
the foetus would kick its way out of the womb. Rather it must be from birth.” Rebbi said,
“This thing I learned from Antoninus, and Scripture supports him, as it states, “Sin crouches
at the entrance.”

Was the Blessing Fulfilled?

5. Bereishit 27:37
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And Yitzchak answered and said to Esav: '‘Behold, I have made him your master, and I have
given him all his brothers as servants; and with grain and wine I have sustained him; and
what then can I do for you, my son'?
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6. Ibn Ezra Bereishit 27:40
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It seems correct to me... that the main blessing is for their descendants. Those who sleep,
who never wake up from their foolishness, think that we are now in the exile of Edom. But
this is not so. Edlom was vanquished by Yehuda, as the verse states, “So Edom revolted from
under the hand of Yehuda” (Divrei HaYamim 2 21:10).... Also in the time of Hyrcanus the
Elder they were made the guards of Yerushalayim and he made them -circumcise
themselves... Rome who exiled us is descended from Kitim... which is the kingdom of
Greece as I explained in Sefer Daniel. There were very few people who believed in the new
religion, and when they believed, in the time of Constantine who rejuvenated the entire
religion, there were very few people in the world who kept the New Testament, apart from
the Edomites. Also today the people of Egypt, Sheva and Ileim are Yishmaelim. There are
very few biological descendants of Yishmael amongst them.

7. Shmuel David Luzzatto Bereishit 27:401
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And know that Edom mentioned in the Torah and other holy books [of Tanach] refers to the
nation which dwells between the Reed Sea and the Dead Sea, and it was never the intent to
refer to the kingdom of Rome nor any of the nations of Europe. And all of the days the First
Temple stood, and the Second [Temple], the only one called Edom were the actual
descendants of Esav. However, after the destruction of the [second] Temple, the Jews began
to call the kingdom of Rome by the name Edom. And this was because in general, the
Edomites tormented Israel, and therefore the name Edom was hated and detested by us.
And specifically, after Herod reigned, who was an Edomite and was very bad to Israel. And
when the Temple was destroyed at the hands of the Romans, the hatred of the Jews passed
from Edom to Rome. Therefore (and also because of fear), they nicknamed Rome with the
name Edom. And the intent is not at all to the people of the new faith [=Christians], but
rather to the Roman Empire which destroyed our Temple, and to all the places that their rule
and language extended.

And do not listen to the words of Ibn Ezra who said that the people of the new faith are
called Edom because the first ones who believed in the Nazarene were from the people of
Edom. For this is falsehood and lies. The first one who believed in the Nazarene were Jews,
Greeks, and Romans, not Edomites. And the name Edom is a nickname for the Romans and
to other nations from the aspect that they were, in those days, under Roman rule, and not
because of their [Christian] faith.

! Translation Josh Waxman (parsha.blogspot. com)
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8. Shmuel 2 8:14
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And he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and all the Edomites
became servants to David.

9. Josephus Antiquities of the Jews book 13:2542

Hyrcanus took also Dora and Marissa, cities of Idumea, and subdued all the Idumeans; and
permitted them to stay in that country, if they would circumcise themselves, and make use
of the laws of the Jews; and they were so desirous of living in the country of their
forefathers, that they submitted to the use of circumcision, and of the rest of the Jewish ways
of living; at which time therefore this befell them, that they were hereafter no other than
Jews.

Esav is the Progenitor of Rome

10. Avoda Zara 11b3
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Said Rav Judah in the name of Samuel: They have yet another festival in Rome [which
occurs] once every seventy years. Then a healthy man is brought and made to ride on a lame
man; he is dressed in the attire of Adam, on his head is placed the scalp of R. Ishmael, and
on his neck are hung pieces of fine gold to the weight of four zuzim, the market places
[through which these pass] are paved with onyx stones, and the proclamation is made
before him: 'The reckoning of the ruler is wrong. The brother of our master is an impostor!
Let him who will see it see it; he who will not see it now will never see it. Of what avail is
the treason to the traitor or deceit to the deceiver!’; and they concluded thus: Woe unto the
one when the other will arise.'

11. Rashi Avoda Zara ibid.
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The brother of our master is an imposter - The brother of our master Esav is an imposter.
This refers to Yaakov who deceived Esav and tried to take the blessings to have dominion
over his brother.

12. Avoda Zara 10b
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Once he [Antoninus] asked him [Rebbi]: 'Shall I enter the world to come?' 'Yes!' said Rebbi.
'But,' said Antoninus, 'is it not written, “There will be no remnant to the house of Esav”?"
'That,' he replied, 'applies only to those whose evil deeds are like those of Esav.' We have
learnt likewise: There will be no remnant to the House of Esav, might have been taken to
apply to all, therefore Scripture says distinctly — To the house of Esav, so as to make it
apply only to those who act as Esav did. 'But', said Antonius, is it not also written: There [in
the nether world] is Edom, her kings, and all her princes.' 'There, too,' Rebbi explained, '[it
says:] 'her kings', it does not say all her kings; 'all her princes', but not all her officers!

? Translation by William Whiston
® Translation Soncino Talmud
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13. Avoda Zara 8b
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When R. Dimi came he said: Thirty-two battles did the Romans fight against the Greeks and
could not prevail against them until the Romans made an alliance with the Israelites. And
these were the conditions made with them: If the kings are [chosen] from among us, the
princes should be chosen from your midst, and if the kings are chosen from among you, the
princes shall come from our midst... For twenty-six years did the Romans keep faith with
Israel, thereafter they subdued them. What scriptural support did they have for their former
attitude and what for the latter? To the former may be applied the words: Let us take our
journey and let us go. And to the latter may be applied the words: Let my lord now pass
before his servant.

14. Rashi Bereishit 25:23
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Two nations in your womb - it is written as ‘two princes’. This refers to Antonius and Rebbi,
who never lacked raddish or horseradish from their table, neither in summer nor in winter.

Esav/Edom/Rome Represents Christianity

15. Kiddushin 18a
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Rabbi Yochanan said, “The scriptural source that a non-Jew inherits his father is “For I have
given Esav Mount Seir as an inheritance.” Perhaps [Esav is different because he is] a
rebellious Jew.

16. Abarbanel Yishaya 35 (p. 172)
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They have found many comparisons between the relationship of the Romans and Yisrael
and between Esav and Yaakov. Firstly, just as Yaakov and Esav shared their father’s heritage
and his faith, so the faith of the Christians and Yisrael shares a single Father, who is G-d.
They both acknowledge that He is the Prime Mover and they turn to Him without
worshipping intermediaries. They both share a single Torah because they both accept and
uphold the Torah of Moshe as true.... The kabbalistic Rabbis have a tradition that the soul of
Esav was reincarnated as Jesus the Nazarine... Perhaps for this reason he is called Yeshua,
which has the same letters as Esav (if written in full). Because of this anyone who holds this
faith and religion and worships him should be called a ‘descendant of Edom’” since Jesus is
Esav and Esav is Edom. Rome is where that religion began, and is rooted. The Caesars of
Rome and the Christian kings accepted it first. Therefore all Christians who believe in the
religion of Jesus are without doubt the children of Edom, the children of Esav.
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Biblical Esav Is a Metaphor for Evil
17. Malachi 1:3
3T MDY INZNINNY,MRRY PIN-NX DYRY ONNY IYY-NX)

But Esav I hated, and made his mountains desolate, and gave his inheritance to the jackals of
the wilderness.

18. Rabbeinu Yonah Shaarei Teshuva 3:218
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But a person about whom you know, after you have examined his deeds, that there is no
fear of G-d before him, and he always chooses the path which is not good - it is a mitzvah to
speak bad things about him and to reveal his sins; to make a sinner appear rotten in the eyes
of others in order that the souls of those who listen will recoil from such evil deeds.

19. Chofetz Chaim Hilchot Lashon HaRa 4:7
Y1 7277927 NY ND YN ,D2I1272 3NN DN, NIYN NIN2 TANY DY IN0HNY DX WN NN N 170127 190N 12)
Our Rabbis have taught “do not oppress your fellow Jew.” One who is with you in Torah
and Mitzvot, do not oppress him with your words. But one who has closed his heart to G-d’s
Torah, it is permissible to humiliate him through his own actions, to publicize his
demeaning lifestyle and pour scorn on him.
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George Thorogood and the Destroyers - Born to be Bad

Now on the night I arrived My daddy said "Sake's Alive!"

5It's the meanest one that we've had yet ...

I grew up rough and mean ... My biggest kick was breakin' the rules ...
I'm here to tell you boys I was born to be bad

Did Esav Have Free Choice?

1. Rashi Bereishit 25:22

,INSD ©59910) NI 2Py 9y OV DY 1IN ONNS DY DY NRMNIYI NN NYDIIMYIT IPMIT - 1NN
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They struggled - our Rabbis explained this means ‘running’. When she [Rivka] passed by
doors of Torah of Shem and Ever, Yaakov ran and tried to come out. When she passed by
the doors of idolatry Esav tried to come out.

2. Rashi Bereishit 25:23
OINYD A3 WWAY 1T ,05T19) DN DMYNIN I - YTID PYNN

From your womb they will separate - from the womb they separated, this one to his
wickedness, this one to his perfection.

3. Rashi Bereishit 25:27
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1O NTIAYY WD DT MVITI YNAD WA N IV NIYY YYDV 2 WYY

The youths grew up, and Esav was... - while they were children they were not recognisable
by their actions, and nobody examined to see their nature. Once they turned thirteen this
one separated to the Beit Midrash and the other one separated to idolatry.

4. Sanhedrin 91b
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Antoninus said to Rebbi, “When does the evil inclination begin to rule a person; from
conception or from birth?” He replied, “From conception.” [Antoninus] said to him, “If so,
the foetus would kick its way out of the womb. Rather it must be from birth.” Rebbi said,
“This thing I learned from Antoninus, and Scripture supports him, as it states, “Sin crouches
at the entrance.”

Was the Blessing Fulfilled?

5. Bereishit 27:37
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And Yitzchak answered and said to Esav: '‘Behold, I have made him your master, and I have
given him all his brothers as servants; and with grain and wine I have sustained him; and
what then can I do for you, my son'?
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6. Ibn Ezra Bereishit 27:40
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It seems correct to me... that the main blessing is for their descendants. Those who sleep,
who never wake up from their foolishness, think that we are now in the exile of Edom. But
this is not so. Edlom was vanquished by Yehuda, as the verse states, “So Edom revolted from
under the hand of Yehuda” (Divrei HaYamim 2 21:10).... Also in the time of Hyrcanus the
Elder they were made the guards of Yerushalayim and he made them -circumcise
themselves... Rome who exiled us is descended from Kitim... which is the kingdom of
Greece as I explained in Sefer Daniel. There were very few people who believed in the new
religion, and when they believed, in the time of Constantine who rejuvenated the entire
religion, there were very few people in the world who kept the New Testament, apart from
the Edomites. Also today the people of Egypt, Sheva and Ileim are Yishmaelim. There are
very few biological descendants of Yishmael amongst them.

7. Shmuel David Luzzatto Bereishit 27:401
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And know that Edom mentioned in the Torah and other holy books [of Tanach] refers to the
nation which dwells between the Reed Sea and the Dead Sea, and it was never the intent to
refer to the kingdom of Rome nor any of the nations of Europe. And all of the days the First
Temple stood, and the Second [Temple], the only one called Edom were the actual
descendants of Esav. However, after the destruction of the [second] Temple, the Jews began
to call the kingdom of Rome by the name Edom. And this was because in general, the
Edomites tormented Israel, and therefore the name Edom was hated and detested by us.
And specifically, after Herod reigned, who was an Edomite and was very bad to Israel. And
when the Temple was destroyed at the hands of the Romans, the hatred of the Jews passed
from Edom to Rome. Therefore (and also because of fear), they nicknamed Rome with the
name Edom. And the intent is not at all to the people of the new faith [=Christians], but
rather to the Roman Empire which destroyed our Temple, and to all the places that their rule
and language extended.

And do not listen to the words of Ibn Ezra who said that the people of the new faith are
called Edom because the first ones who believed in the Nazarene were from the people of
Edom. For this is falsehood and lies. The first one who believed in the Nazarene were Jews,
Greeks, and Romans, not Edomites. And the name Edom is a nickname for the Romans and
to other nations from the aspect that they were, in those days, under Roman rule, and not
because of their [Christian] faith.

! Translation Josh Waxman (parsha.blogspot. com)
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8. Shmuel 2 8:14
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And he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and all the Edomites
became servants to David.

9. Josephus Antiquities of the Jews book 13:2542

Hyrcanus took also Dora and Marissa, cities of Idumea, and subdued all the Idumeans; and
permitted them to stay in that country, if they would circumcise themselves, and make use
of the laws of the Jews; and they were so desirous of living in the country of their
forefathers, that they submitted to the use of circumcision, and of the rest of the Jewish ways
of living; at which time therefore this befell them, that they were hereafter no other than
Jews.

Esav is the Progenitor of Rome

10. Avoda Zara 11b3
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Said Rav Judah in the name of Samuel: They have yet another festival in Rome [which
occurs] once every seventy years. Then a healthy man is brought and made to ride on a lame
man; he is dressed in the attire of Adam, on his head is placed the scalp of R. Ishmael, and
on his neck are hung pieces of fine gold to the weight of four zuzim, the market places
[through which these pass] are paved with onyx stones, and the proclamation is made
before him: 'The reckoning of the ruler is wrong. The brother of our master is an impostor!
Let him who will see it see it; he who will not see it now will never see it. Of what avail is
the treason to the traitor or deceit to the deceiver!’; and they concluded thus: Woe unto the
one when the other will arise.'

11. Rashi Avoda Zara ibid.
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The brother of our master is an imposter - The brother of our master Esav is an imposter.
This refers to Yaakov who deceived Esav and tried to take the blessings to have dominion
over his brother.

12. Avoda Zara 10b
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Once he [Antoninus] asked him [Rebbi]: 'Shall I enter the world to come?' 'Yes!' said Rebbi.
'But,' said Antoninus, 'is it not written, “There will be no remnant to the house of Esav”?"
'That,' he replied, 'applies only to those whose evil deeds are like those of Esav.' We have
learnt likewise: There will be no remnant to the House of Esav, might have been taken to
apply to all, therefore Scripture says distinctly — To the house of Esav, so as to make it
apply only to those who act as Esav did. 'But', said Antonius, is it not also written: There [in
the nether world] is Edom, her kings, and all her princes.' 'There, too,' Rebbi explained, '[it
says:] 'her kings', it does not say all her kings; 'all her princes', but not all her officers!

? Translation by William Whiston
® Translation Soncino Talmud
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13. Avoda Zara 8b
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When R. Dimi came he said: Thirty-two battles did the Romans fight against the Greeks and
could not prevail against them until the Romans made an alliance with the Israelites. And
these were the conditions made with them: If the kings are [chosen] from among us, the
princes should be chosen from your midst, and if the kings are chosen from among you, the
princes shall come from our midst... For twenty-six years did the Romans keep faith with
Israel, thereafter they subdued them. What scriptural support did they have for their former
attitude and what for the latter? To the former may be applied the words: Let us take our
journey and let us go. And to the latter may be applied the words: Let my lord now pass
before his servant.

14. Rashi Bereishit 25:23
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Two nations in your womb - it is written as ‘two princes’. This refers to Antonius and Rebbi,
who never lacked raddish or horseradish from their table, neither in summer nor in winter.

Esav/Edom/Rome Represents Christianity

15. Kiddushin 18a
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Rabbi Yochanan said, “The scriptural source that a non-Jew inherits his father is “For I have
given Esav Mount Seir as an inheritance.” Perhaps [Esav is different because he is] a
rebellious Jew.

16. Abarbanel Yishaya 35 (p. 172)
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They have found many comparisons between the relationship of the Romans and Yisrael
and between Esav and Yaakov. Firstly, just as Yaakov and Esav shared their father’s heritage
and his faith, so the faith of the Christians and Yisrael shares a single Father, who is G-d.
They both acknowledge that He is the Prime Mover and they turn to Him without
worshipping intermediaries. They both share a single Torah because they both accept and
uphold the Torah of Moshe as true.... The kabbalistic Rabbis have a tradition that the soul of
Esav was reincarnated as Jesus the Nazarine... Perhaps for this reason he is called Yeshua,
which has the same letters as Esav (if written in full). Because of this anyone who holds this
faith and religion and worships him should be called a ‘descendant of Edom’” since Jesus is
Esav and Esav is Edom. Rome is where that religion began, and is rooted. The Caesars of
Rome and the Christian kings accepted it first. Therefore all Christians who believe in the
religion of Jesus are without doubt the children of Edom, the children of Esav.
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Biblical Esav Is a Metaphor for Evil
17. Malachi 1:3
3T MDY INZNINNY,MRRY PIN-NX DYRY ONNY IYY-NX)

But Esav I hated, and made his mountains desolate, and gave his inheritance to the jackals of
the wilderness.

18. Rabbeinu Yonah Shaarei Teshuva 3:218
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But a person about whom you know, after you have examined his deeds, that there is no
fear of G-d before him, and he always chooses the path which is not good - it is a mitzvah to
speak bad things about him and to reveal his sins; to make a sinner appear rotten in the eyes
of others in order that the souls of those who listen will recoil from such evil deeds.

19. Chofetz Chaim Hilchot Lashon HaRa 4:7
Y1 7277927 NY ND YN ,D2I1272 3NN DN, NIYN NIN2 TANY DY IN0HNY DX WN NN N 170127 190N 12)
Our Rabbis have taught “do not oppress your fellow Jew.” One who is with you in Torah
and Mitzvot, do not oppress him with your words. But one who has closed his heart to G-d’s
Torah, it is permissible to humiliate him through his own actions, to publicize his
demeaning lifestyle and pour scorn on him.
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George Thorogood and the Destroyers - Born to be Bad

Now on the night I arrived My daddy said "Sake's Alive!"

5It's the meanest one that we've had yet ...

I grew up rough and mean ... My biggest kick was breakin' the rules ...
I'm here to tell you boys I was born to be bad

Did Esav Have Free Choice?

1. Rashi Bereishit 25:22
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They struggled - our Rabbis explained this means ‘running’. When she [Rivka] passed by
doors of Torah of Shem and Ever, Yaakov ran and tried to come out. When she passed by
the doors of idolatry Esav tried to come out.

2. Rashi Bereishit 25:23
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From your womb they will separate - from the womb they separated, this one to his
wickedness, this one to his perfection.

3. Rashi Bereishit 25:27

110,020 NN DN PTPTN DTN PXY DPYYNI DD 1PN KDY DNIVP PV JHT YD - WY 1% DN DTN
1O NTIAYY WD DT MVITI YNAD WA N IV NIYY YYDV 2 WYY

The youths grew up, and Esav was... - while they were children they were not recognisable
by their actions, and nobody examined to see their nature. Once they turned thirteen this
one separated to the Beit Midrash and the other one separated to idolatry.

4. Sanhedrin 91b
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Antoninus said to Rebbi, “When does the evil inclination begin to rule a person; from
conception or from birth?” He replied, “From conception.” [Antoninus] said to him, “If so,
the foetus would kick its way out of the womb. Rather it must be from birth.” Rebbi said,
“This thing I learned from Antoninus, and Scripture supports him, as it states, “Sin crouches
at the entrance.”

Was the Blessing Fulfilled?

5. Bereishit 27:37
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And Yitzchak answered and said to Esav: '‘Behold, I have made him your master, and I have
given him all his brothers as servants; and with grain and wine I have sustained him; and
what then can I do for you, my son'?
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6. Ibn Ezra Bereishit 27:40
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It seems correct to me... that the main blessing is for their descendants. Those who sleep,
who never wake up from their foolishness, think that we are now in the exile of Edom. But
this is not so. Edlom was vanquished by Yehuda, as the verse states, “So Edom revolted from
under the hand of Yehuda” (Divrei HaYamim 2 21:10).... Also in the time of Hyrcanus the
Elder they were made the guards of Yerushalayim and he made them -circumcise
themselves... Rome who exiled us is descended from Kitim... which is the kingdom of
Greece as I explained in Sefer Daniel. There were very few people who believed in the new
religion, and when they believed, in the time of Constantine who rejuvenated the entire
religion, there were very few people in the world who kept the New Testament, apart from
the Edomites. Also today the people of Egypt, Sheva and Ileim are Yishmaelim. There are
very few biological descendants of Yishmael amongst them.

7. Shmuel David Luzzatto Bereishit 27:401
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And know that Edom mentioned in the Torah and other holy books [of Tanach] refers to the
nation which dwells between the Reed Sea and the Dead Sea, and it was never the intent to
refer to the kingdom of Rome nor any of the nations of Europe. And all of the days the First
Temple stood, and the Second [Temple], the only one called Edom were the actual
descendants of Esav. However, after the destruction of the [second] Temple, the Jews began
to call the kingdom of Rome by the name Edom. And this was because in general, the
Edomites tormented Israel, and therefore the name Edom was hated and detested by us.
And specifically, after Herod reigned, who was an Edomite and was very bad to Israel. And
when the Temple was destroyed at the hands of the Romans, the hatred of the Jews passed
from Edom to Rome. Therefore (and also because of fear), they nicknamed Rome with the
name Edom. And the intent is not at all to the people of the new faith [=Christians], but
rather to the Roman Empire which destroyed our Temple, and to all the places that their rule
and language extended.

And do not listen to the words of Ibn Ezra who said that the people of the new faith are
called Edom because the first ones who believed in the Nazarene were from the people of
Edom. For this is falsehood and lies. The first one who believed in the Nazarene were Jews,
Greeks, and Romans, not Edomites. And the name Edom is a nickname for the Romans and
to other nations from the aspect that they were, in those days, under Roman rule, and not
because of their [Christian] faith.

! Translation Josh Waxman (parsha.blogspot. com)
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8. Shmuel 2 8:14
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And he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and all the Edomites
became servants to David.

9. Josephus Antiquities of the Jews book 13:2542

Hyrcanus took also Dora and Marissa, cities of Idumea, and subdued all the Idumeans; and
permitted them to stay in that country, if they would circumcise themselves, and make use
of the laws of the Jews; and they were so desirous of living in the country of their
forefathers, that they submitted to the use of circumcision, and of the rest of the Jewish ways
of living; at which time therefore this befell them, that they were hereafter no other than
Jews.

Esav is the Progenitor of Rome

10. Avoda Zara 11b3
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Said Rav Judah in the name of Samuel: They have yet another festival in Rome [which
occurs] once every seventy years. Then a healthy man is brought and made to ride on a lame
man; he is dressed in the attire of Adam, on his head is placed the scalp of R. Ishmael, and
on his neck are hung pieces of fine gold to the weight of four zuzim, the market places
[through which these pass] are paved with onyx stones, and the proclamation is made
before him: 'The reckoning of the ruler is wrong. The brother of our master is an impostor!
Let him who will see it see it; he who will not see it now will never see it. Of what avail is
the treason to the traitor or deceit to the deceiver!’; and they concluded thus: Woe unto the
one when the other will arise.'

11. Rashi Avoda Zara ibid.
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The brother of our master is an imposter - The brother of our master Esav is an imposter.
This refers to Yaakov who deceived Esav and tried to take the blessings to have dominion
over his brother.

12. Avoda Zara 10b

P17 ND Y97 M3) NOIN WY NWYN NYIYA WY TP TV PP KD DNOM DR PR DN OINNT RNDOYD RPN DN
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Once he [Antoninus] asked him [Rebbi]: 'Shall I enter the world to come?' 'Yes!' said Rebbi.
'But,' said Antoninus, 'is it not written, “There will be no remnant to the house of Esav”?"
'That,' he replied, 'applies only to those whose evil deeds are like those of Esav.' We have
learnt likewise: There will be no remnant to the House of Esav, might have been taken to
apply to all, therefore Scripture says distinctly — To the house of Esav, so as to make it
apply only to those who act as Esav did. 'But', said Antonius, is it not also written: There [in
the nether world] is Edom, her kings, and all her princes.' 'There, too,' Rebbi explained, '[it
says:] 'her kings', it does not say all her kings; 'all her princes', but not all her officers!

? Translation by William Whiston
® Translation Soncino Talmud
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13. Avoda Zara 8b
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When R. Dimi came he said: Thirty-two battles did the Romans fight against the Greeks and
could not prevail against them until the Romans made an alliance with the Israelites. And
these were the conditions made with them: If the kings are [chosen] from among us, the
princes should be chosen from your midst, and if the kings are chosen from among you, the
princes shall come from our midst... For twenty-six years did the Romans keep faith with
Israel, thereafter they subdued them. What scriptural support did they have for their former
attitude and what for the latter? To the former may be applied the words: Let us take our
journey and let us go. And to the latter may be applied the words: Let my lord now pass
before his servant.

14. Rashi Bereishit 25:23
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Two nations in your womb - it is written as ‘two princes’. This refers to Antonius and Rebbi,
who never lacked raddish or horseradish from their table, neither in summer nor in winter.

Esav/Edom/Rome Represents Christianity

15. Kiddushin 18a
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Rabbi Yochanan said, “The scriptural source that a non-Jew inherits his father is “For I have
given Esav Mount Seir as an inheritance.” Perhaps [Esav is different because he is] a
rebellious Jew.

16. Abarbanel Yishaya 35 (p. 172)
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They have found many comparisons between the relationship of the Romans and Yisrael
and between Esav and Yaakov. Firstly, just as Yaakov and Esav shared their father’s heritage
and his faith, so the faith of the Christians and Yisrael shares a single Father, who is G-d.
They both acknowledge that He is the Prime Mover and they turn to Him without
worshipping intermediaries. They both share a single Torah because they both accept and
uphold the Torah of Moshe as true.... The kabbalistic Rabbis have a tradition that the soul of
Esav was reincarnated as Jesus the Nazarine... Perhaps for this reason he is called Yeshua,
which has the same letters as Esav (if written in full). Because of this anyone who holds this
faith and religion and worships him should be called a ‘descendant of Edom’” since Jesus is
Esav and Esav is Edom. Rome is where that religion began, and is rooted. The Caesars of
Rome and the Christian kings accepted it first. Therefore all Christians who believe in the
religion of Jesus are without doubt the children of Edom, the children of Esav.
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Biblical Esav Is a Metaphor for Evil
17. Malachi 1:3
3T MDY INZNINNY,MRRY PIN-NX DYRY ONNY IYY-NX)

But Esav I hated, and made his mountains desolate, and gave his inheritance to the jackals of
the wilderness.

18. Rabbeinu Yonah Shaarei Teshuva 3:218
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But a person about whom you know, after you have examined his deeds, that there is no
fear of G-d before him, and he always chooses the path which is not good - it is a mitzvah to
speak bad things about him and to reveal his sins; to make a sinner appear rotten in the eyes
of others in order that the souls of those who listen will recoil from such evil deeds.

19. Chofetz Chaim Hilchot Lashon HaRa 4:7
Y1 7277927 NY ND YN ,D2I1272 3NN DN, NIYN NIN2 TANY DY IN0HNY DX WN NN N 170127 190N 12)
Our Rabbis have taught “do not oppress your fellow Jew.” One who is with you in Torah
and Mitzvot, do not oppress him with your words. But one who has closed his heart to G-d’s
Torah, it is permissible to humiliate him through his own actions, to publicize his
demeaning lifestyle and pour scorn on him.
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George Thorogood and the Destroyers - Born to be Bad

Now on the night I arrived My daddy said "Sake's Alive!"

5It's the meanest one that we've had yet ...

I grew up rough and mean ... My biggest kick was breakin' the rules ...
I'm here to tell you boys I was born to be bad

Did Esav Have Free Choice?

1. Rashi Bereishit 25:22
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They struggled - our Rabbis explained this means ‘running’. When she [Rivka] passed by
doors of Torah of Shem and Ever, Yaakov ran and tried to come out. When she passed by
the doors of idolatry Esav tried to come out.

2. Rashi Bereishit 25:23
OINYD A3 WWAY 1T ,05T19) DN DMYNIN I - YTID PYNN

From your womb they will separate - from the womb they separated, this one to his
wickedness, this one to his perfection.

3. Rashi Bereishit 25:27
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The youths grew up, and Esav was... - while they were children they were not recognisable
by their actions, and nobody examined to see their nature. Once they turned thirteen this
one separated to the Beit Midrash and the other one separated to idolatry.

4. Sanhedrin 91b
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Antoninus said to Rebbi, “When does the evil inclination begin to rule a person; from
conception or from birth?” He replied, “From conception.” [Antoninus] said to him, “If so,
the foetus would kick its way out of the womb. Rather it must be from birth.” Rebbi said,
“This thing I learned from Antoninus, and Scripture supports him, as it states, “Sin crouches
at the entrance.”

Was the Blessing Fulfilled?

5. Bereishit 27:37
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And Yitzchak answered and said to Esav: '‘Behold, I have made him your master, and I have
given him all his brothers as servants; and with grain and wine I have sustained him; and
what then can I do for you, my son'?
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6. Ibn Ezra Bereishit 27:40
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It seems correct to me... that the main blessing is for their descendants. Those who sleep,
who never wake up from their foolishness, think that we are now in the exile of Edom. But
this is not so. Edlom was vanquished by Yehuda, as the verse states, “So Edom revolted from
under the hand of Yehuda” (Divrei HaYamim 2 21:10).... Also in the time of Hyrcanus the
Elder they were made the guards of Yerushalayim and he made them -circumcise
themselves... Rome who exiled us is descended from Kitim... which is the kingdom of
Greece as I explained in Sefer Daniel. There were very few people who believed in the new
religion, and when they believed, in the time of Constantine who rejuvenated the entire
religion, there were very few people in the world who kept the New Testament, apart from
the Edomites. Also today the people of Egypt, Sheva and Ileim are Yishmaelim. There are
very few biological descendants of Yishmael amongst them.

7. Shmuel David Luzzatto Bereishit 27:401
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And know that Edom mentioned in the Torah and other holy books [of Tanach] refers to the
nation which dwells between the Reed Sea and the Dead Sea, and it was never the intent to
refer to the kingdom of Rome nor any of the nations of Europe. And all of the days the First
Temple stood, and the Second [Temple], the only one called Edom were the actual
descendants of Esav. However, after the destruction of the [second] Temple, the Jews began
to call the kingdom of Rome by the name Edom. And this was because in general, the
Edomites tormented Israel, and therefore the name Edom was hated and detested by us.
And specifically, after Herod reigned, who was an Edomite and was very bad to Israel. And
when the Temple was destroyed at the hands of the Romans, the hatred of the Jews passed
from Edom to Rome. Therefore (and also because of fear), they nicknamed Rome with the
name Edom. And the intent is not at all to the people of the new faith [=Christians], but
rather to the Roman Empire which destroyed our Temple, and to all the places that their rule
and language extended.

And do not listen to the words of Ibn Ezra who said that the people of the new faith are
called Edom because the first ones who believed in the Nazarene were from the people of
Edom. For this is falsehood and lies. The first one who believed in the Nazarene were Jews,
Greeks, and Romans, not Edomites. And the name Edom is a nickname for the Romans and
to other nations from the aspect that they were, in those days, under Roman rule, and not
because of their [Christian] faith.

! Translation Josh Waxman (parsha.blogspot. com)
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8. Shmuel 2 8:14
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And he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and all the Edomites
became servants to David.

9. Josephus Antiquities of the Jews book 13:2542

Hyrcanus took also Dora and Marissa, cities of Idumea, and subdued all the Idumeans; and
permitted them to stay in that country, if they would circumcise themselves, and make use
of the laws of the Jews; and they were so desirous of living in the country of their
forefathers, that they submitted to the use of circumcision, and of the rest of the Jewish ways
of living; at which time therefore this befell them, that they were hereafter no other than
Jews.

Esav is the Progenitor of Rome

10. Avoda Zara 11b3
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Said Rav Judah in the name of Samuel: They have yet another festival in Rome [which
occurs] once every seventy years. Then a healthy man is brought and made to ride on a lame
man; he is dressed in the attire of Adam, on his head is placed the scalp of R. Ishmael, and
on his neck are hung pieces of fine gold to the weight of four zuzim, the market places
[through which these pass] are paved with onyx stones, and the proclamation is made
before him: 'The reckoning of the ruler is wrong. The brother of our master is an impostor!
Let him who will see it see it; he who will not see it now will never see it. Of what avail is
the treason to the traitor or deceit to the deceiver!’; and they concluded thus: Woe unto the
one when the other will arise.'

11. Rashi Avoda Zara ibid.
PAND P20 NPND 1572 DIV AWNIT VYD NI APV NI 90T IWY INNITR DY PAN .NIDMT RIINT MNKN

The brother of our master is an imposter - The brother of our master Esav is an imposter.
This refers to Yaakov who deceived Esav and tried to take the blessings to have dominion
over his brother.

12. Avoda Zara 10b
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Once he [Antoninus] asked him [Rebbi]: 'Shall I enter the world to come?' 'Yes!' said Rebbi.
'But,' said Antoninus, 'is it not written, “There will be no remnant to the house of Esav”?"
'That,' he replied, 'applies only to those whose evil deeds are like those of Esav.' We have
learnt likewise: There will be no remnant to the House of Esav, might have been taken to
apply to all, therefore Scripture says distinctly — To the house of Esav, so as to make it
apply only to those who act as Esav did. 'But', said Antonius, is it not also written: There [in
the nether world] is Edom, her kings, and all her princes.' 'There, too,' Rebbi explained, '[it
says:] 'her kings', it does not say all her kings; 'all her princes', but not all her officers!

? Translation by William Whiston
® Translation Soncino Talmud
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13. Avoda Zara 8b
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When R. Dimi came he said: Thirty-two battles did the Romans fight against the Greeks and
could not prevail against them until the Romans made an alliance with the Israelites. And
these were the conditions made with them: If the kings are [chosen] from among us, the
princes should be chosen from your midst, and if the kings are chosen from among you, the
princes shall come from our midst... For twenty-six years did the Romans keep faith with
Israel, thereafter they subdued them. What scriptural support did they have for their former
attitude and what for the latter? To the former may be applied the words: Let us take our
journey and let us go. And to the latter may be applied the words: Let my lord now pass
before his servant.

14. Rashi Bereishit 25:23
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: DWIN MDA

Two nations in your womb - it is written as ‘two princes’. This refers to Antonius and Rebbi,
who never lacked raddish or horseradish from their table, neither in summer nor in winter.

Esav/Edom/Rome Represents Christianity

15. Kiddushin 18a
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Rabbi Yochanan said, “The scriptural source that a non-Jew inherits his father is “For I have
given Esav Mount Seir as an inheritance.” Perhaps [Esav is different because he is] a
rebellious Jew.

16. Abarbanel Yishaya 35 (p. 172)

APYN WY IDNNYNY 1IOYT MUNIN .APYN VY P PNV IND IRIY OPIN 122 /ONMDNHD DONNT INND) 9293
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They have found many comparisons between the relationship of the Romans and Yisrael
and between Esav and Yaakov. Firstly, just as Yaakov and Esav shared their father’s heritage
and his faith, so the faith of the Christians and Yisrael shares a single Father, who is G-d.
They both acknowledge that He is the Prime Mover and they turn to Him without
worshipping intermediaries. They both share a single Torah because they both accept and
uphold the Torah of Moshe as true.... The kabbalistic Rabbis have a tradition that the soul of
Esav was reincarnated as Jesus the Nazarine... Perhaps for this reason he is called Yeshua,
which has the same letters as Esav (if written in full). Because of this anyone who holds this
faith and religion and worships him should be called a ‘descendant of Edom’” since Jesus is
Esav and Esav is Edom. Rome is where that religion began, and is rooted. The Caesars of
Rome and the Christian kings accepted it first. Therefore all Christians who believe in the
religion of Jesus are without doubt the children of Edom, the children of Esav.
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Biblical Esav Is a Metaphor for Evil
17. Malachi 1:3
3T MDY INZNINNY,MRRY PIN-NX DYRY ONNY IYY-NX)

But Esav I hated, and made his mountains desolate, and gave his inheritance to the jackals of
the wilderness.

18. Rabbeinu Yonah Shaarei Teshuva 3:218

9909 MINH .20 ND TIT DY 290 TN LYY THY OXNION TN PX 2 1077 NN TN YTN IUNR WND DN
.DOYIN DOWYNN NN DOYNIVYN WO JYIN WNDY DTN )2 2Ya M1AY YHYa ¥ININDY . PMINVN JY MDY N2

But a person about whom you know, after you have examined his deeds, that there is no
fear of G-d before him, and he always chooses the path which is not good - it is a mitzvah to
speak bad things about him and to reveal his sins; to make a sinner appear rotten in the eyes
of others in order that the souls of those who listen will recoil from such evil deeds.

19. Chofetz Chaim Hilchot Lashon HaRa 4:7
Y1 7277927 NY ND YN ,D2I1272 3NN DN, NIYN NIN2 TANY DY IN0HNY DX WN NN N 170127 190N 12)
Our Rabbis have taught “do not oppress your fellow Jew.” One who is with you in Torah
and Mitzvot, do not oppress him with your words. But one who has closed his heart to G-d’s
Torah, it is permissible to humiliate him through his own actions, to publicize his
demeaning lifestyle and pour scorn on him.
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George Thorogood and the Destroyers - Born to be Bad

Now on the night I arrived My daddy said "Sake's Alive!"

5It's the meanest one that we've had yet ...

I grew up rough and mean ... My biggest kick was breakin' the rules ...
I'm here to tell you boys I was born to be bad

Did Esav Have Free Choice?

1. Rashi Bereishit 25:22
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They struggled - our Rabbis explained this means ‘running’. When she [Rivka] passed by
doors of Torah of Shem and Ever, Yaakov ran and tried to come out. When she passed by
the doors of idolatry Esav tried to come out.

2. Rashi Bereishit 25:23
OINYD A3 WWAY 1T ,05T19) DN DMYNIN I - YTID PYNN

From your womb they will separate - from the womb they separated, this one to his
wickedness, this one to his perfection.

3. Rashi Bereishit 25:27

110,020 NN DN PTPTN DTN PXY DPYYNI DD 1PN KDY DNIVP PV JHT YD - WY 1% DN DTN
1O NTIAYY WD DT MVITI YNAD WA N IV NIYY YYDV 2 WYY

The youths grew up, and Esav was... - while they were children they were not recognisable
by their actions, and nobody examined to see their nature. Once they turned thirteen this
one separated to the Beit Midrash and the other one separated to idolatry.

4. Sanhedrin 91b
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Antoninus said to Rebbi, “When does the evil inclination begin to rule a person; from
conception or from birth?” He replied, “From conception.” [Antoninus] said to him, “If so,
the foetus would kick its way out of the womb. Rather it must be from birth.” Rebbi said,
“This thing I learned from Antoninus, and Scripture supports him, as it states, “Sin crouches
at the entrance.”

Was the Blessing Fulfilled?

5. Bereishit 27:37
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And Yitzchak answered and said to Esav: '‘Behold, I have made him your master, and I have
given him all his brothers as servants; and with grain and wine I have sustained him; and
what then can I do for you, my son'?

Rabbi David Sedley www.rabbisedley.blogspot.com



Page2

Born To Be Bad - Did Esav Have Free Choice?

6. Ibn Ezra Bereishit 27:40
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It seems correct to me... that the main blessing is for their descendants. Those who sleep,
who never wake up from their foolishness, think that we are now in the exile of Edom. But
this is not so. Edlom was vanquished by Yehuda, as the verse states, “So Edom revolted from
under the hand of Yehuda” (Divrei HaYamim 2 21:10).... Also in the time of Hyrcanus the
Elder they were made the guards of Yerushalayim and he made them -circumcise
themselves... Rome who exiled us is descended from Kitim... which is the kingdom of
Greece as I explained in Sefer Daniel. There were very few people who believed in the new
religion, and when they believed, in the time of Constantine who rejuvenated the entire
religion, there were very few people in the world who kept the New Testament, apart from
the Edomites. Also today the people of Egypt, Sheva and Ileim are Yishmaelim. There are
very few biological descendants of Yishmael amongst them.

7. Shmuel David Luzzatto Bereishit 27:401
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And know that Edom mentioned in the Torah and other holy books [of Tanach] refers to the
nation which dwells between the Reed Sea and the Dead Sea, and it was never the intent to
refer to the kingdom of Rome nor any of the nations of Europe. And all of the days the First
Temple stood, and the Second [Temple], the only one called Edom were the actual
descendants of Esav. However, after the destruction of the [second] Temple, the Jews began
to call the kingdom of Rome by the name Edom. And this was because in general, the
Edomites tormented Israel, and therefore the name Edom was hated and detested by us.
And specifically, after Herod reigned, who was an Edomite and was very bad to Israel. And
when the Temple was destroyed at the hands of the Romans, the hatred of the Jews passed
from Edom to Rome. Therefore (and also because of fear), they nicknamed Rome with the
name Edom. And the intent is not at all to the people of the new faith [=Christians], but
rather to the Roman Empire which destroyed our Temple, and to all the places that their rule
and language extended.

And do not listen to the words of Ibn Ezra who said that the people of the new faith are
called Edom because the first ones who believed in the Nazarene were from the people of
Edom. For this is falsehood and lies. The first one who believed in the Nazarene were Jews,
Greeks, and Romans, not Edomites. And the name Edom is a nickname for the Romans and
to other nations from the aspect that they were, in those days, under Roman rule, and not
because of their [Christian] faith.

! Translation Josh Waxman (parsha.blogspot. com)
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8. Shmuel 2 8:14
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And he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and all the Edomites
became servants to David.

9. Josephus Antiquities of the Jews book 13:2542

Hyrcanus took also Dora and Marissa, cities of Idumea, and subdued all the Idumeans; and
permitted them to stay in that country, if they would circumcise themselves, and make use
of the laws of the Jews; and they were so desirous of living in the country of their
forefathers, that they submitted to the use of circumcision, and of the rest of the Jewish ways
of living; at which time therefore this befell them, that they were hereafter no other than
Jews.

Esav is the Progenitor of Rome

10. Avoda Zara 11b3
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Said Rav Judah in the name of Samuel: They have yet another festival in Rome [which
occurs] once every seventy years. Then a healthy man is brought and made to ride on a lame
man; he is dressed in the attire of Adam, on his head is placed the scalp of R. Ishmael, and
on his neck are hung pieces of fine gold to the weight of four zuzim, the market places
[through which these pass] are paved with onyx stones, and the proclamation is made
before him: 'The reckoning of the ruler is wrong. The brother of our master is an impostor!
Let him who will see it see it; he who will not see it now will never see it. Of what avail is
the treason to the traitor or deceit to the deceiver!’; and they concluded thus: Woe unto the
one when the other will arise.'

11. Rashi Avoda Zara ibid.
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The brother of our master is an imposter - The brother of our master Esav is an imposter.
This refers to Yaakov who deceived Esav and tried to take the blessings to have dominion
over his brother.

12. Avoda Zara 10b
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Once he [Antoninus] asked him [Rebbi]: 'Shall I enter the world to come?' 'Yes!' said Rebbi.
'But,' said Antoninus, 'is it not written, “There will be no remnant to the house of Esav”?"
'That,' he replied, 'applies only to those whose evil deeds are like those of Esav.' We have
learnt likewise: There will be no remnant to the House of Esav, might have been taken to
apply to all, therefore Scripture says distinctly — To the house of Esav, so as to make it
apply only to those who act as Esav did. 'But', said Antonius, is it not also written: There [in
the nether world] is Edom, her kings, and all her princes.' 'There, too,' Rebbi explained, '[it
says:] 'her kings', it does not say all her kings; 'all her princes', but not all her officers!

? Translation by William Whiston
® Translation Soncino Talmud
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13. Avoda Zara 8b
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When R. Dimi came he said: Thirty-two battles did the Romans fight against the Greeks and
could not prevail against them until the Romans made an alliance with the Israelites. And
these were the conditions made with them: If the kings are [chosen] from among us, the
princes should be chosen from your midst, and if the kings are chosen from among you, the
princes shall come from our midst... For twenty-six years did the Romans keep faith with
Israel, thereafter they subdued them. What scriptural support did they have for their former
attitude and what for the latter? To the former may be applied the words: Let us take our
journey and let us go. And to the latter may be applied the words: Let my lord now pass
before his servant.

14. Rashi Bereishit 25:23
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Two nations in your womb - it is written as ‘two princes’. This refers to Antonius and Rebbi,
who never lacked raddish or horseradish from their table, neither in summer nor in winter.

Esav/Edom/Rome Represents Christianity

15. Kiddushin 18a
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Rabbi Yochanan said, “The scriptural source that a non-Jew inherits his father is “For I have
given Esav Mount Seir as an inheritance.” Perhaps [Esav is different because he is] a
rebellious Jew.

16. Abarbanel Yishaya 35 (p. 172)
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They have found many comparisons between the relationship of the Romans and Yisrael
and between Esav and Yaakov. Firstly, just as Yaakov and Esav shared their father’s heritage
and his faith, so the faith of the Christians and Yisrael shares a single Father, who is G-d.
They both acknowledge that He is the Prime Mover and they turn to Him without
worshipping intermediaries. They both share a single Torah because they both accept and
uphold the Torah of Moshe as true.... The kabbalistic Rabbis have a tradition that the soul of
Esav was reincarnated as Jesus the Nazarine... Perhaps for this reason he is called Yeshua,
which has the same letters as Esav (if written in full). Because of this anyone who holds this
faith and religion and worships him should be called a ‘descendant of Edom’” since Jesus is
Esav and Esav is Edom. Rome is where that religion began, and is rooted. The Caesars of
Rome and the Christian kings accepted it first. Therefore all Christians who believe in the
religion of Jesus are without doubt the children of Edom, the children of Esav.

Rabbi David Sedley www.rabbisedley.blogspot.com



Page5

Born To Be Bad - Did Esav Have Free Choice?

Biblical Esav Is a Metaphor for Evil
17. Malachi 1:3
3T MDY INZNINNY,MRRY PIN-NX DYRY ONNY IYY-NX)

But Esav I hated, and made his mountains desolate, and gave his inheritance to the jackals of
the wilderness.

18. Rabbeinu Yonah Shaarei Teshuva 3:218
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But a person about whom you know, after you have examined his deeds, that there is no
fear of G-d before him, and he always chooses the path which is not good - it is a mitzvah to
speak bad things about him and to reveal his sins; to make a sinner appear rotten in the eyes
of others in order that the souls of those who listen will recoil from such evil deeds.

19. Chofetz Chaim Hilchot Lashon HaRa 4:7
Y1 7277927 NY ND YN ,D2I1272 3NN DN, NIYN NIN2 TANY DY IN0HNY DX WN NN N 170127 190N 12)
Our Rabbis have taught “do not oppress your fellow Jew.” One who is with you in Torah
and Mitzvot, do not oppress him with your words. But one who has closed his heart to G-d’s
Torah, it is permissible to humiliate him through his own actions, to publicize his
demeaning lifestyle and pour scorn on him.
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George Thorogood and the Destroyers - Born to be Bad

Now on the night I arrived My daddy said "Sake's Alive!"

5It's the meanest one that we've had yet ...

I grew up rough and mean ... My biggest kick was breakin' the rules ...
I'm here to tell you boys I was born to be bad

Did Esav Have Free Choice?

1. Rashi Bereishit 25:22
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They struggled - our Rabbis explained this means ‘running’. When she [Rivka] passed by
doors of Torah of Shem and Ever, Yaakov ran and tried to come out. When she passed by
the doors of idolatry Esav tried to come out.

2. Rashi Bereishit 25:23
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From your womb they will separate - from the womb they separated, this one to his
wickedness, this one to his perfection.

3. Rashi Bereishit 25:27
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The youths grew up, and Esav was... - while they were children they were not recognisable
by their actions, and nobody examined to see their nature. Once they turned thirteen this
one separated to the Beit Midrash and the other one separated to idolatry.

4. Sanhedrin 91b
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Antoninus said to Rebbi, “When does the evil inclination begin to rule a person; from
conception or from birth?” He replied, “From conception.” [Antoninus] said to him, “If so,
the foetus would kick its way out of the womb. Rather it must be from birth.” Rebbi said,
“This thing I learned from Antoninus, and Scripture supports him, as it states, “Sin crouches
at the entrance.”

Was the Blessing Fulfilled?

5. Bereishit 27:37
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And Yitzchak answered and said to Esav: '‘Behold, I have made him your master, and I have
given him all his brothers as servants; and with grain and wine I have sustained him; and
what then can I do for you, my son'?
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6. Ibn Ezra Bereishit 27:40
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It seems correct to me... that the main blessing is for their descendants. Those who sleep,
who never wake up from their foolishness, think that we are now in the exile of Edom. But
this is not so. Edlom was vanquished by Yehuda, as the verse states, “So Edom revolted from
under the hand of Yehuda” (Divrei HaYamim 2 21:10).... Also in the time of Hyrcanus the
Elder they were made the guards of Yerushalayim and he made them -circumcise
themselves... Rome who exiled us is descended from Kitim... which is the kingdom of
Greece as I explained in Sefer Daniel. There were very few people who believed in the new
religion, and when they believed, in the time of Constantine who rejuvenated the entire
religion, there were very few people in the world who kept the New Testament, apart from
the Edomites. Also today the people of Egypt, Sheva and Ileim are Yishmaelim. There are
very few biological descendants of Yishmael amongst them.

7. Shmuel David Luzzatto Bereishit 27:401
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And know that Edom mentioned in the Torah and other holy books [of Tanach] refers to the
nation which dwells between the Reed Sea and the Dead Sea, and it was never the intent to
refer to the kingdom of Rome nor any of the nations of Europe. And all of the days the First
Temple stood, and the Second [Temple], the only one called Edom were the actual
descendants of Esav. However, after the destruction of the [second] Temple, the Jews began
to call the kingdom of Rome by the name Edom. And this was because in general, the
Edomites tormented Israel, and therefore the name Edom was hated and detested by us.
And specifically, after Herod reigned, who was an Edomite and was very bad to Israel. And
when the Temple was destroyed at the hands of the Romans, the hatred of the Jews passed
from Edom to Rome. Therefore (and also because of fear), they nicknamed Rome with the
name Edom. And the intent is not at all to the people of the new faith [=Christians], but
rather to the Roman Empire which destroyed our Temple, and to all the places that their rule
and language extended.

And do not listen to the words of Ibn Ezra who said that the people of the new faith are
called Edom because the first ones who believed in the Nazarene were from the people of
Edom. For this is falsehood and lies. The first one who believed in the Nazarene were Jews,
Greeks, and Romans, not Edomites. And the name Edom is a nickname for the Romans and
to other nations from the aspect that they were, in those days, under Roman rule, and not
because of their [Christian] faith.

! Translation Josh Waxman (parsha.blogspot. com)
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8. Shmuel 2 8:14
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And he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and all the Edomites
became servants to David.

9. Josephus Antiquities of the Jews book 13:2542

Hyrcanus took also Dora and Marissa, cities of Idumea, and subdued all the Idumeans; and
permitted them to stay in that country, if they would circumcise themselves, and make use
of the laws of the Jews; and they were so desirous of living in the country of their
forefathers, that they submitted to the use of circumcision, and of the rest of the Jewish ways
of living; at which time therefore this befell them, that they were hereafter no other than
Jews.

Esav is the Progenitor of Rome

10. Avoda Zara 11b3
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Said Rav Judah in the name of Samuel: They have yet another festival in Rome [which
occurs] once every seventy years. Then a healthy man is brought and made to ride on a lame
man; he is dressed in the attire of Adam, on his head is placed the scalp of R. Ishmael, and
on his neck are hung pieces of fine gold to the weight of four zuzim, the market places
[through which these pass] are paved with onyx stones, and the proclamation is made
before him: 'The reckoning of the ruler is wrong. The brother of our master is an impostor!
Let him who will see it see it; he who will not see it now will never see it. Of what avail is
the treason to the traitor or deceit to the deceiver!’; and they concluded thus: Woe unto the
one when the other will arise.'

11. Rashi Avoda Zara ibid.
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The brother of our master is an imposter - The brother of our master Esav is an imposter.
This refers to Yaakov who deceived Esav and tried to take the blessings to have dominion
over his brother.

12. Avoda Zara 10b
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Once he [Antoninus] asked him [Rebbi]: 'Shall I enter the world to come?' 'Yes!' said Rebbi.
'But,' said Antoninus, 'is it not written, “There will be no remnant to the house of Esav”?"
'That,' he replied, 'applies only to those whose evil deeds are like those of Esav.' We have
learnt likewise: There will be no remnant to the House of Esav, might have been taken to
apply to all, therefore Scripture says distinctly — To the house of Esav, so as to make it
apply only to those who act as Esav did. 'But', said Antonius, is it not also written: There [in
the nether world] is Edom, her kings, and all her princes.' 'There, too,' Rebbi explained, '[it
says:] 'her kings', it does not say all her kings; 'all her princes', but not all her officers!

? Translation by William Whiston
® Translation Soncino Talmud
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13. Avoda Zara 8b
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When R. Dimi came he said: Thirty-two battles did the Romans fight against the Greeks and
could not prevail against them until the Romans made an alliance with the Israelites. And
these were the conditions made with them: If the kings are [chosen] from among us, the
princes should be chosen from your midst, and if the kings are chosen from among you, the
princes shall come from our midst... For twenty-six years did the Romans keep faith with
Israel, thereafter they subdued them. What scriptural support did they have for their former
attitude and what for the latter? To the former may be applied the words: Let us take our
journey and let us go. And to the latter may be applied the words: Let my lord now pass
before his servant.

14. Rashi Bereishit 25:23
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Two nations in your womb - it is written as ‘two princes’. This refers to Antonius and Rebbi,
who never lacked raddish or horseradish from their table, neither in summer nor in winter.

Esav/Edom/Rome Represents Christianity

15. Kiddushin 18a
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Rabbi Yochanan said, “The scriptural source that a non-Jew inherits his father is “For I have
given Esav Mount Seir as an inheritance.” Perhaps [Esav is different because he is] a
rebellious Jew.

16. Abarbanel Yishaya 35 (p. 172)
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They have found many comparisons between the relationship of the Romans and Yisrael
and between Esav and Yaakov. Firstly, just as Yaakov and Esav shared their father’s heritage
and his faith, so the faith of the Christians and Yisrael shares a single Father, who is G-d.
They both acknowledge that He is the Prime Mover and they turn to Him without
worshipping intermediaries. They both share a single Torah because they both accept and
uphold the Torah of Moshe as true.... The kabbalistic Rabbis have a tradition that the soul of
Esav was reincarnated as Jesus the Nazarine... Perhaps for this reason he is called Yeshua,
which has the same letters as Esav (if written in full). Because of this anyone who holds this
faith and religion and worships him should be called a ‘descendant of Edom’” since Jesus is
Esav and Esav is Edom. Rome is where that religion began, and is rooted. The Caesars of
Rome and the Christian kings accepted it first. Therefore all Christians who believe in the
religion of Jesus are without doubt the children of Edom, the children of Esav.
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Biblical Esav Is a Metaphor for Evil
17. Malachi 1:3
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But Esav I hated, and made his mountains desolate, and gave his inheritance to the jackals of
the wilderness.

18. Rabbeinu Yonah Shaarei Teshuva 3:218
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But a person about whom you know, after you have examined his deeds, that there is no
fear of G-d before him, and he always chooses the path which is not good - it is a mitzvah to
speak bad things about him and to reveal his sins; to make a sinner appear rotten in the eyes
of others in order that the souls of those who listen will recoil from such evil deeds.

19. Chofetz Chaim Hilchot Lashon HaRa 4:7
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Our Rabbis have taught “do not oppress your fellow Jew.” One who is with you in Torah
and Mitzvot, do not oppress him with your words. But one who has closed his heart to G-d’s
Torah, it is permissible to humiliate him through his own actions, to publicize his
demeaning lifestyle and pour scorn on him.
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