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Parshat Vayishlach - the Divine Within Us

1. Bereishit 32:25
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Jacob remained alone. A stranger [appeared and] wrestled with him until just before
daybreak. When [the stranger] saw that he could not defeat him, he touched the
upper joint of [Jacob's] thigh. Jacob's hip joint became dislocated as he wrestled with
[the stranger].'Let me leave!' said [the stranger]. 'Dawn is breaking.' 'l will not let you
leave unless you bless me." 'What is your name?' 'Jacob.' "Your name will no longer
be said to be Jacob, but Israel (Yisra'el). You have become great (sar) before God and
man. You have won.' Jacob returned the question. 'If you would,' he said, 'tell me
what your name is.'! 'Why do you ask my name?' replied [the stranger]. He then
blessed [Jacob]. Jacob named the place Divine Face (Peniel). [He said,] 'l have seen
the Divine face to face, and my soul has withstood it.' The sun rose and was shining
on him as he left Penuel. He was limping because of his thigh. The Israelites
therefore do not eat the displaced nerve on the hip joint to this very day. This is
because [the stranger] touched Jacob's thigh on the displaced nerve.

2. Hoshea 12:4-5
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In the womb he took his brother by the heel, and by his strength he strove with a
godlike being; So he strove with an angel, and prevailed; he wept, and made
supplication unto him; at Bet-El he would find him, and there he would speak with
us.

3. Radak Bereishit 32:33
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4. Targum Onkelos Bereishit 32:29
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He said: Your name will no longer be said to be Yaakov, but rather Yisrael, because
you strove before G-d and with people and prevailed.

5. Targum Yonatan Ben Uzziel Bereishit 32:29
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He said: Your name will no longer be said to be Yaakov, but rather Yisrael, because
you strove with angels and with people and prevailed over them.

6. Bereishit Rabba 78:3
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“For you strove with G-d and with men and prevailed.” You struggled with the
higher beings and with lower beings and prevailed over them. With the higher
beings refers to the angel. Rabbi Chama bar Chanina said that it was the guardian
angel of Esav. This is why he said to him, “Therefore I have seen your face like the
appearance of G-d” (Bereishit 33:10). Just as the face of Elokim is strict justice, so too,
your face is strict justice. Just as regarding G-d’s face it says, “You shall not see My
face empty-handed” (Shemot 23:15), so I cannot see your face empty-handed. “With
the lower beings and prevailed over them” this refers to Esav and Elifaz.
Alternatively, “You have ruled with G-d” - you are the one whose face is carved
above.

7. Yafeh To’ar ad loc.!
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In this [second] derasha the word ‘sarita’ is from the word serarah (authority). You
are considered like one of the Heavenly ministers and host of Heaven.

I R. Shmuel Yafeh (1525-1595; Turkey)
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8. Chullin 91b
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It was taught: The angels would go up and look at the image above, and then come
down and look at the image below. They wanted to harm him. Immediately it says
“Behold, G-d was standing over him” (Bereishit 28). Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish says:
If it were not written in the Torah it would be impossible to say this - like a man
fanning his son.

9. Rashi ad loc.
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In the image above: the face of the man of the four animals is in the image of Yaakov.
Fanning his son: with a fan, to protect him from the heat.

10. Bereishit Rabba 77:1
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Rabbi Chuniah said: [The angel] appeared to him as a shepherd. Yaakov had flocks
and he had flocks. Yaakov had camels and he had camels. He said to him, ‘please
cross over first, then I will cross after you.” Yaakov Avinu crossed with his flocks. He
said to himself, ‘Let me check in case I left anything behind.” As soon as he returned
- “ A man struggled with him.”

11. Chullin 91a

A9 DT NND NN NI T2 NATT 7NN .9 DT D291 T2 DN 2NN 91 HNINY a9

Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmeini said: He appeared to him as a non-Jew.... In the name
of Rava bar Ulla they said: He appeared to him as a Talmid Chacham.

12. Bereishit Rabba 77:1
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Rabbi Berachiah in the name of Rabbi Simon said: there is none like G-d. And who is
like G-d? Yeshurun - Grandfather Yisrael. What does G-d write about him? “G-d
alone shall be exalted in that day” (Yishaya 2:11) and about Yaakov it says “Yaakov
remained alone.”
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13. Bereishit 33:20
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He built there an altar, and he called it G-d, G-d of Yisrael.
14. Rashi Bereishit 33:20
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He named it, “G-d is the G-d of Israel.”: Not that the altar is called “the G-d of
Yisrael,” but since the Holy One, blessed be He, had been with him and saved him,
he named the altar because of the miracle. That is to say: He Who is God that is the
Holy One, blessed be He - He is G-d to me, whose name is Yisrael. We find
something similar in connection with Moshe: “and he named it Adonai Nissi” (Exod.
17:15). Not that the altar was called Adonai, but because of the miracle he named the
altar thus, to mention the praise of the Holy One, blessed be He: “The L-rd is my
miracle.” Our Rabbis (Megillah 18a) interpreted it to mean that the Holy One,
blessed be He, called Yaakov God. The words of Torah are “like a hammer that
shatters a rock” (Yirmiya 23:29). They divide into many meanings, but I have come
to establish the simple meaning of the verse.

15. Megillah 18a
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Rabbi Acha said in the name of Rabbi Elazar: How do we know that G-d called
Yaakov ‘G-d’? For the verse says, “He called G-d, G-d of Yisrael.” If you think that
Yaakov called the altar ‘G-d’, then the verse should have said “Yaakov called it.”
Rather, He called Yaakov ‘G-d’. And who called him that? The G-d of Yisrael.

16. Bereishit Rabba 79
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He called it ‘G-d, G-d of Yisrael.” He said, “You are G-d in the Higher Worlds and I
am G-d in the lower worlds. Rav Hunah in the name of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai
said: Even the president of the Beit Knesset doesn’t claim authority for himself. You
claimed authority for yourself.
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17. Menachem Recanati? Commentary on Torah Bereishit
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He built an altar there... This means that G-d of Yisrael, which alludes to the
Shechinah (Divine Presence) called Yaakov El (G-d) which alludes to the attribute of
Rachamim. In Bereishit Rabba it brings this concept in different words... in other
words the Shechinah said of Yaakov, “You are G-d in the upper worlds - over the
five last sefirot. And I am G-d over the lower worlds - which controls the lower

world, as the verse states, “He will judge the earth with righteousness” (Tehillim
9:9).

18. Meir Ibn Gabbai3 Avodat HaKodesh

NN ONPOYI MONX NNAN N I722) : ORIV /N DX INIP DY ON APYY 12 XIPN KNP P9 1Y
YN NI ONTIAYA ONIMY TN TID XIM TIYA DIV 257 1INKI DT IND) .DINNNA PN
Y NN IO 0T DY NINXINNDY MNXIN N TIAIN PPN XINY )PHYN PPNN XIN T NNNI HNIN
TVIN D 1T OPNY 1NN NYYND INXINND NIN NVND DRIY 7Y IMNY - ORIV DY DIPOND
DN DMIYN DY WY YPLYN NMPNRN ONY NMAY DXTYN DININY MIXNDY VNN IONNNM
95 DNN YY) DOPNYN TID I P> DN JPNNRY 1D DXPYTND 11 DML DPHYN DDIAPN

:NTIAYN YAVN NN DY I NOYNRDN DYDAPNY 1DI2M HNVN

In the Talmud Megillah it says that G-d called Yaakov G-d. In Bereishit Rabba it says
“You are G-d in the upper worlds, and I am G-d in the lower worlds.” This is
explained with the verse “There is none like God, Yeshurun. With your help is He
who controls the heavens and has His majesty in the skies” (Devarim 33:26). This is
the secret concept of Unity which comes from service of G-d, and this is the help
alluded to in the true meaning of “with your help” - He controls the upper worlds,
which is the perfection of Glory, which is the pride that He has through the secret of
“Give strength to G-d, for Yisrael, His pride” (Tehillim 68:35). Through Yisrael below
He is made proud above. When it says “in the skies” (shechakim) it alludes to the
necessary consequence from the helper as a sign to His servants, that He opens the
upper source and pours blessing on the heavens, and from there we receive the
shechakim which grind the manna for the righteous. In other words He prepares for
them Yachin and Boaz which is the secret of the skies, and pours blessing from there
- all the goodness and blessing that we receive from above, for this is a natural
consequence of service of G-d.

21250-1310. He was the only Italian of his time who devoted the chief part of his writings to the Kabbala.
3 Kabbalist born in Spain toward the end of 1480, and living probably in the East.
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19. Rashi Devarim 21:23
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For a hanging [human corpse] is a blasphemy of God: This is a degradation of the
[Divine] King in Whose image Man is created, and the Israelites are God’s children.
This is comparable to two identical twin brothers. One [of them] became king, while
the other was arrested for robbery and hanged. Whoever saw him [the second
brother, suspended on the gallows], would say, “The king is hanging!”
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