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Derech Eretz Preceded the Torah | Rav Tzadok
Parshat VaEra | HaCohen

1. Shemot6
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Elokim spoke to Moshe, and said to him, “I am YHVH. I appeared to Avraham, to
Yitzchak and to Yaakov as E-1 Shaddai, but My name YHVH I did not make known
to them. I also established My covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan,
the land of their dwelling, that they dwelt in.

2. Rashi Shemot 6:4
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I established My covenant... - When I appeared to them as E-1 Shaddai I set up and
established a covenant between Me and them.

To give them the land of Canaan - to Avraham in the parsha of circumcision it says
“I am E-l Shaddai” (Bereishit 17:1)... “I will give to you and to your descendants
after you the land in which you live” (ibid. 8). To Yitzchak He said, “For to you and
your descendants I will give all these lands and I will establish the covenant that I
swore to Avraham” (ibid. 26:3). And that covenant which I swore to Avraham was
with the name E-l1 Shaddai. I said to Yaakov, “I am E-l Shaddai, be fruitful and
multiply... and the land that...” (ibid. 35:11-12). I promised all of them and have not
yet fulfilled my promise.

3. Berachot 21a
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From where do we learn the obligation to bless before learning Torah? The verse
states, “When I call the Name of YHVH give greatness to our G-d” (Devarim 32).

4. Berachot 6a

TON KYIN MDY NN PN TN DIPHN 932 (5 MNY) IDNIY DY NPIYY NN PO JUPY TN 1INV PIN
TN

From where do we learn that even one person who sits and learns Torah that the

Divine Presence is with him? The verse states, “Every place that I will mention My
name [ will come to you and bless you” (Shemot 20).
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5. Chagiga12a
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Rav said: When G-d created the world it was stretching and extending like two
spindles of thread until G-d scolded it and it stopped.... This is like Reish Lakish who
said: “What does the verse mean, “I am E-1 Shaddai”? - I am He who said to the
world ‘enough!” (dai)

6. Zohar vol 3.11b
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The ninth name of God is (E-1) Shaddai - that He said to the world ‘Enough!
Because it was sufficient. This sufficiency only comes to the world from the tzadik
who is the “foundation of the world” who said to the world “‘Enough!’

7. Eruvin 100b
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Rabbi Yochanan said: If the Torah would not have been given we would learn
modesty from cats, theft from ants, adultery from doves, derech eretz from roosters

who first appease, and then cohabit.

8. Tanna de-vei Eliyahu chapter 1
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“To guard the way” - this refers to derech eretz. “The tree of life” - this teaches that
derech eretz came before the tree of life. The tree of life refers to Torah, as the verse
states, “It is a tree of life to those that grasp it” (Mishlei).

9. Pirkei Avot 3:17
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If there is no Torah there is no derech eretz. If there is no derech eretz there is no Torah.
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10. Kiddushin 31a
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Ulla Rabbah lectured at the entrance to the Nasi's house: What is meant by, All the
kings of the earth shall make admission unto Thee, O Lord, For they have heard the
words of Thy mouth? Not the word of Thy mouth, but ‘the words of Thy mouth’” is
said. When the Holy One, blessed be He, proclaimed,” I am [the Lord thy God] and
Thou shalt have none [other Gods before me]” the nations of the world said: He
teaches merely for His own honour. As soon as He declared: “Honour thy father and
thy mother”, tgv they recanted and admitted [the justice of] the first command [too].
Raba said, [This may be deduced] from the following: The beginning of Thy word is
true: ‘the beginning of Thy word,” but not the end! But from the latter portion of Thy
declaration it may be seen that the first portion is true.

It was propounded of R. “Ulla: How far does the honour of parents [extend]? He
replied: Go forth and see what a certain heathen, Dama son of Nethinah by name,
did in Askelon. The Sages once desired merchandise from him, in which there was
six-hundred-thousand [gold denarii] profit, but the key was lying under his father,
and so he did not trouble him. Rab Judah said in Samuel's name: R. Eliezer was
asked: How far does the honour of parents [extend]? Said he, Go forth and see what
a certain heathen, Dama son of Nethinah by name, did in Askelon. The Sages sought
jewels for the ephod, at a profit of six-hundred-thousand [gold denarii] — R. Kahana
taught: at a profit of eight-hundred-thousand — but as the key was lying under his
father's pillow, he did not trouble him. The following year the Holy One, blessed be
He, gave him his reward. A red heifer was born to him in his herd. When the Sages
of Israel went to him [to buy it], he said to them, ‘I know you, that [even] if I asked
you for all the money in the world you would pay me. But I ask of you only the
money which I lost through my father's honour'.

11. Rav Shneur Zalman of Liady:Torah Ohr VaEra 56
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This is the meaning of “I appeared to Avraham, to Yitzchak and to Yaakov as E-1
Shaddai.” This means the aspect and drawing down of the aspect of Shaddai which
has the same root as “blessing of breasts (shaddaim)” which are the aspect of breasts
and milk to increase the traits of love and fear.... This is the aspect of the Avot.... But
“My name YHVH I did not make known to them” because our Sages have said that
Avraham kept the entire Torah before it was given. This means that he performed
the mitzvot from love... However this is called ‘service of G-d’ like a servant who
listens to His Master’s voice and does his commands from love and with a good
heart. Similarly Yitzchak served G-d through fear “and the Awe of Yitzchak”.

But Moshe Rabbeinu had a different relationship, because he said “what are we?”
This is complete self-nullification. Therefore he merited that the Torah would be
given through him with the aspect of speech. Our Sages have told us that the Divine
Presence would speak from Moshe’s throat. For him the concepts of love and
enjoyment were not relevant, but only the aspect of revelation when he revealed the
light of G-d, to bring Him to rest His Presence in the lower worlds.

12. Rav Tzadok HaCohen: Yisrael Kedoshim chapter 7
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He saw that he was a man of the field, and Yaakov dwelt in tents. He thought that
this was the concept of derech eretz preceding Torah, which is similar to the six days
of labour which precede Shabbat. The two are intertwined, for if someone does not
work before Shabbat what will he eat on Shabbat?... If there is no derech eretz there is
no Torah, and Torah is only good with derech eretz... He thought that Yaakov was
Torah and Esav who preceded him in birth was derech eretz that comes before Torah.
This is why he was so careful about honouring his parents, because this comes from
derech eretz. It is something that all the non-Jews are also careful about because it is
something that human logic dictates and is derech eretz.

13. Rav Avraham Kook: Orot HaKodesh vol. 1 p. 97
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The “masters of the inner Torah” are amazed when the ‘externals’ raise their flag high
in life. But they should know that the internal way can only succeed then, when it
finds a world prepared before it and arranged, with healthy limbs and a strong
heart, developed senses and concepts of beauty, cleanliness, purity, ethics, derech
eretz and effort, love of life and of the world.
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