Lag BaOmer Shiur
Rabbi David Sedley

The Manna Began to Fall

1. Chasam Sofer Responsa, Yoreh Deah 233
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According to what it says in the midrash, that from the time they finished the
food that they brought out from Egypt they went for three days without
bread, and afterwards the manna began to fall. Therefore the manna began to
fall on Lag Ba’Omer and it is appropriate to make a remembrance of this.

Students Stopped Dying

2. Death of Rabbi Akiva’s students
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Rabbi Akiva says “If you have learned Torah in your youth you must
[continue to] learn Torah in your old age. If you have had students in your
youth you must [continue to] have students in your old age”, as the verse says
“In the morning plant your seeds and in the evening do not let your hand
rest”. They said that Rabbi Akiva had 12,000 pairs of students from Givas to
Antipras and they all died at one period of time because they did not treat
each other with respect. The world was desolate until Rabbi Akiva came to
the Rabbis of the south and taught them. [They were] Rabbi Meir, Rabbi
Yehuda, Rabbi Yossi, Rabbi Shimon and Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua. It was
they who re-established Torah at that time. It was taught that they all died
between Pesach and Atzeres. Rav Chama bar Abba, or perhaps it was Rabbi
Chiya bar Avin, said that they all died from a terrible death. What is that?
Rabbi Nachman said askara (death by choking - diphtheria/croup).

3. Bereishis Rabba 61:3
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Rabbi Akiva said to his new student “My sons, the first ones only died
because they were stingy with each other. Pay attention that you do not act
like them”.

4. Sefer Hamanhig
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I heard in the name of Rabbi Zerachiah Halevi from Gerona that he found
written in an ancient book which came from Spain that they [only] died from
Pesach until Pras Atzeres... [which is] fifteen days before Atzeres, which is
Lag BaOmer.
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5. Meiri Yevamos 62b
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We have a tradition from the Gaonim that on Lag BaOmer the dying ending,
and because of this we have a custom not to fast [on this day].

Rabbi Akiva and Bar Kochba

6. Letter of Rav Sherira Gaon
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There was a decree of destruction against the students of Rabbi Akiva.

7. Yerushalmi Taanis 4:5
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Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai taught that Rabbi Akiva used to learn [the verse] “A
star (kochav) will come forth from Yaakov” (Bamidbar 24:17) [as applying to
Bar Kochba] Kuziva will come forth from Yaakov.

8. Eicha Rabba 2
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Rabbi Akiva, when he would see Bar Kuziva, would say “This is the King
Messiah!” Rabbi Yochanan ben Turta said to him “Akiva - grass will be
growing from your jawbone and the Messiah still will not have come”.

9. Mishne Torah Hilchos Melachim 11:3
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Rabbi Akiva was a great scholar of the sages of the mishna. He was the arms
bearer of Bar Kuziva the king. He said about him that he was the king
Mashiach. He and all the sages of that generation thought that he was the
king Mashiach, until he [Bar Kuziva] was killed for his sins. Once he was
killed they knew that he was not the Mashiach.
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The Sin and Death of Bar Kochba

10. Yerushalmi Taanis 4:5
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For three and a half years Hadrian besieged Beitar. Rabbi Elazar would sit in
sackcloth and ashes and pray every day saying, “Master of the Universe,
don’t sit in judgement today”. Hadrian wanted to attack. A certain Kuthean
came and said to [the emperor] Hadrian “My master don’t go [to attack the
Jews]. As long as this rooster [Rabbi Elazar Hamodai] is pecking the ground
you won't be able to defeat them. Rather wait while I go and do something
that will allow you to conquer them [as simply as] this very day”. What did
that Kuthean do? He entered the city through one of the water channels, and
found [Rabbi] Elazar Hamodai standing in the middle of prayer. He
approached him and whispered something in his ear. Witnesses who saw this
ran quickly to Bar Kuziva [Kochba] and informed him that his uncle [Rabbi
Elazar Hamodai] had made peace with Hadrian and is planning to hand the
city over to him. Bar Kuziva quickly brought the Kuthean to him and
interrogated him. “What did you say to Elazar Hamodai?” “If I tell you
Caesar will kill me, but if I don’t tell you, you will kill me. It is better that I die
and not reveal his secrets to Caesar”. When Bar Kuziva heard these deceptive
words he called for the righteous Elazar and asked him what the Kuthean
said to him. “Nothing”. “What did you say to him?” “Nothing at all.” He [Bar
Kochba] gave him a kick and killed him. Immediately a voice came out of
heaven and said “Woe to the worthless shepherd that leaveth the flock! The
sword shall be upon his arm, and upon his right eye; his arm shall be clean
dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly darkened.” (Zechariah 11:17). “You
killed Rabbi Elazar Hamodai, the right arm and right eye of Israel, therefore
your children will be destroyed and your right arm will be cut off”.
Immediately Beitar fell to the siege and Bar Kuziva was killed.
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Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai

11. Talmud Bavli Shabbos 33b

D'X) NND MNKXE AT Y NND 1122 0MA 2 ATIN' AN IRy 1010 201 AT Y an
NN 2 1K1 MW NI PN oI M NIXYNIN PN DWA PN DY RPN T DNIR 7Y [R'wyn
DY XY [N [TY7 NIRYNN NIIT [N 2'WINYT 'PHY DPN XY IX7 XX DN X7 npny
'0I' N7VN' A'YY DTN NAKR NID'MY? 1ynwll DNNAT 19'01 DY 2 DTN )70 00N [nn 71017
N7 M DN KA 7D XY 2 IY0 NNAL RID TR N MY Ivny NI9'Y7 a7 pnuy
MYYN KN?'T [NV D77 MYT 0'Wl 027 7UR RN QPN D D)1 RAT RTIDE XN9N INNAT
NN 'N7YN 1INERMT X2'WIERNN IN7 MR K0 WININ'R KNNYND 1YW 17X |7 X'7an1 07
D 1INTIN 'N7YUN ATALI7¥N1 100 1WA MY TV '0Na KAl 71D K7NA INTIRIX TV ANt 1l
727 N'WTI7 XN IR XKNYNT XNN'OX ORI NN XKNIK NNIYNY W 10N AN 17217 K77 D'
"N ['ZOIVI D71V "N |'N'IN AKX 'WATI 2D KT 'WIR ITN 1791 A'N'Ta 7'0a1 Yo' T nre
NT'N DNXRY' M7V 2NN7 D07 DNKRE 717 D2 DNX' W) TR [ [INRY DIgn ‘7D WY
717 P2 AN TN Q™ DIN'A2 DWW UOWN MINK KNV 'NY* 10N IAMR 2ITR ITA DdNwNY
NN D71V7 T 17 R WM 0N DINTYIR M NN DINT R 7D 1791 DDNWNAN XY NN
NAX NIYNY 2 0'NN1 ROXK "IXTA N U'71 NINT K20 KINN ITN XNAY V0T K19 TN NNNI
(3 Mmw) T2 TN RT (O NIMY) TAa1d TN TN 17 0'MI NV TIAdY7 107 X 17 N7 20 nY

JATNYT QM 7KW 7V NI¥A AN nnd Th a7 R my
Rabbi Yehudah, Rabbi Yossi and Rabbi Shimon were sitting and Yehudah, the
son of converts, sat before them. Rabbi Yehudah opened [the conversation],
saying: "How beautiful are the works of this [Roman] nation. They have
established markets, they have built bridges, they have opened bathing-
houses." Rabbi Yossi said nothing, but Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai said: "All
these things they have instituted for their own sake. Their markets are
gathering-places for harlots; they have built baths for the purpose of
indulging themselves in their comforts; they have built bridges to collect tolls
from those who cross them." Yehudah, the son of converts, went and reported
this conversation, and it came to the ears of the government. Said (the rulers):
"Yehudah, who has praised (our doings), shall be promoted; Yossi, who said
nothing, shall be exiled to Tzippori; Shimon, who spoke disparagingly, shall
be put to death." Rabbi Shimon and his son then went and hid themselves in
the Beis Midrash, and their wives brought them some bread and a jug of
water every day, and they ate. When the decree more urgent, he said to his
son: "Women have feeble minds. Perhaps [the Romans] will torture them, and
they will reveal [our whereabouts]." They went and hid themselves in a cave.
A miracle occurred and [G-d] created for them a date palm and a spring of
water. They stripped themselves naked and buried themselves with sand up
to their necks. All day they studied. When it was time to pray they put on
their clothes and prayed. Then they took off their clothes again so that they
shouldn’t wear them out. They spent twelve years in their cave. Eliyahu came
to the opening of the cave and said: "Who will tell bar Yochai that the Ceesar is
dead and his decree is annulled?" They came out of the cave. They saw people
who were ploughing and sowing grain. Rabbi Shimon said: "These people
abandon eternal life and occupy themselves with temporary things." Every
place where they looked their eyes burned up. A voice came out of Heaven
and said: "Have you come to destroy My world? Go, return to your cave."
They returned and stayed in the cave for another twelve months. They said
that the punishment of the wicked in Gehinom only lasts twelve months. [At
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the end of this time] a voice came out of Heaven and said: "Go out of the
cave," and they came out. And Rabbi Shimon said to his son: "It is enough for
this world that I and you are occupied with the study of the Torah and with
good deeds." This occurred on a Friday near sunset. They saw a man hurrying
with two bunches of myrtle in his hand. "What are they for?” they asked him.
"To honor the Sabbath," he replied. "Would one bunch not be enough?" "One
is for “remember” (Shemos 20) and the other for “observe” said the man.
Rabbi Shimon said to his son: "See how much the Jews love the mitzvos?”
This reassured them.

12. Talmud Bavli Shabbos 11a
W' 120 XIR DY X7 AN "R D79NY 709N |'RI W'Y ''09Nn nNIma 'RoIY 'Y 0NN XN
N79N71 WURYT 12'090 1IN (120 72X [NNAIR [MINY MANEne
It is taught that students who are involved in Torah must stop to read the
Shema but don’t need to stop to pray. Rabbi Yochanan said that this only
applies to people like Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai and his friends, whose Torah
is their livelihood, but people like us must stop for both Shema and prayer.

Revealing of the Zohar

13. Zohar Idra Zuta Devarim Parshas Haazinu p. 296
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On the day that Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai was to leave this world he arranged
his affairs. His friends came to his room and he said to them “now is a time of
favour. I can now reveal to you holy things that haven’'t been revealed until
now”.... All that day the fire never left the room, and there was nobody who
was able to approach because it was impossible. The light and the fire were
surrounding him. When they [came to] remove his bier the fire flew into the
air and the fire danced before it. A voice was heard [from Heaven] saying
“come and gather for the hilula (anniversary/celebration) of Rabbi Shimon bar
Yochai”.

14. Zohar Raya Mehemna Nasso 124b
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With this book of yours, which is the book of the Zohar (radiance), from the
radiance of the supernal mother which is repentance. With those (who learn
it) no test is needed, and with this in the future Israel will taste the tree of life
which is this book of the Zohar, and they will be redeemed from exile with
mercy. Then the verse will be fulfilled “G-d alone will lead them and there is
no strange god with them” (Devarim 32:12.).



