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Changing location
©® Talmud Bavli Pesachim 101b
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For changing location one is required to make a new bracha. It makes no
difference if it is from one house to another, or from one place to another.
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Someone who was eating in a house and took a break in their
meal to go to another room, or who was eating and was called to
speak with a friend and left the door of the room and came back -
since he has changed his place he must make a bracha on what he
ate and then make a new bracha of hamotzi, then finish his meal.
But if he spoke to someone inside the house, even if he moved from
one corner to another, he doesn’t need to make the bracha again.
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In one house - in other words under one roof, even if it is not the
same room, or from downstairs to upstairs. Even though you can't
see the place where you started eating. Similarly, if you can see the
place where you ate originally even through a window, or even if
you can only see part of the place where you began eating, you
don’t have to make another bracha. This is only within one house,
but from one house to another, even if they are adjacent, the
Acharonim are unsure about the halacha. Perhaps you cannot be
lenient, even if you can see the original place where you ate.
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From one corner to another - within the same room, even if you
can't see the original place where you ate because there is
something in the way. This is not called changing location since it is
all within one room.
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©® Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 178: 2
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If someone moves from one corner of a house to another they do
not need to make a new bracha. If they ate on the east side of a fig
tree and then moved to the west side they do need to make a new
bracha.
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They do need to make a new bracha - since the fig tree is an
obstacle and they can’t see the original place they began eating.
This is only when the fig tree is not within an enclosed field with
walls. If it is within an enclosed field, even if they cannot see the
original location they do not need to make another bracha since it is
all considered one place, as we said above regarding moving place
within a single room.... If they had the intention from the beginning
to move to the west of the tree some say that they don’t need to
make another bracha in any case.

Intention to move location
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If they had the intention to move to another location it is not called
changing place. This is only if both places are within one house.

What kinds of foods are affected?
©® Pesachim 101b
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For changing location one is required to make a new bracha. This is
only for things that don’t require an after bracha in their original
location, but things that require an after bracha in their original
location do not require another bracha. What is the reason? They
are returning to their original
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Some argue on everything written in this siman. They hold that
changing location is a problem because of taking one’s mind of the
meal. Therefore if someone moves from one place to another they
don’t need to make an after bracha for what they ate but only a
new bracha for what they are going to eat. And it only applies if
they didn’t leave some people at the original meal, and only things
that don't require an after bracha in the original place of eating. But
if some people remained in the original location, or even if nobody
remains there but they ate things which require an after bracha in
the original location, then they don’t need to make a bracha on the
new food that they eat either. Therefore someone who took a break
from their meal and went to a different house, or who was eating
and was called outside to speak to someone, even to the entrance
of the house or to a different house, when they return to the meal
they don’t need to make any new Brachot. This is because the
bread required an after bracha in the original location. However, if
they took their mind off their meal when they came back, they
certainly need to make new Brachot on what they want to eat now.
There is no difference whether they return to the original location to
finish their meal, or they finish their meal in a new location. This is
the custom in our countries. However ideally a person should not
leave the place where they are eating without making an after
bracha, because we are concerned that they may forget to come
back and finish their meal. For the sake of a mitzvah which must be
done urgently, for example if it is time to pray, it is permitted.
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If some people remain in the original location
® Pesachim 101b
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A group of people who were drinking together and leave to greet a
bride or a groom, when they return they do not need to make an
after bracha for what they ate, and don’t need to make a new
bracha for what they are about to eat. In which cases does this
apply? If they left an elderly or sick person at the meal while they
went out. But if nobody remained when they went out they are
required to make a new blessing on the food that they wish to eat
when they return.
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Friends who were sitting to eat and some of them left to greet a
bride or groom, as long as some people remained in the original
location and finished their meal they are not required to make a
second bracha. If nobody remained, when they leave they must
make an after bracha and when they return they must make a new
bracha before they eat. Similarly if they were sitting drinking or
eating fruit. Anyone who changes location has finished eating and
therefore must make an after bracha for what they ate. Then they
make a new bracha on what they want to eat when they continue
eating.
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Some of them - even one person



