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Midreshet Rachel v’Chaya

Laws of Brachot SHIUR 9 Rabbi David Sedley

Order of Brachot

©® Talmud Bavli Berachot 40b
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If there were many different foods before a person: Rabbi Yehuda says that if one of the
foods is from the seven species the bracha should be said on that. The Sages say make the
bracha on which ever one you want.
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If there were different fruits before a person: If they all have the same bracha and one of
them is from the seven species, that takes priority, even though you don’t like it as much
as one of the other fruits. If there are none of the seven species, the one you like gets the
bracha. If they don’t all have the same bracha, even if one of them is from the seven
species, for example radish and olive, you can make the bracha on whichever one you
want, even if it is not your favourite. Others say that even in this case the one you like most
should get the bracha. ‘The one you like’ is the one that you normally like the most, even
though right now you prefer one of the other fruits.
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According to the Rambam if you like one fruit more than another, whether their Brachot
are the same or different, whether it is one of the seven species or not, the one you like
should have the first bracha. If you don’t have a preference of one over the other, if there
is one of the seven species that one should get the bracha.
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If you were brought something which has the bracha borei pri haetz and something which
has the bracha shehakol, the borei pri haetz takes precedent, because it is more important
and doesn’t cover any other bracha. Similarly borei pri haadama and shebakol — borei pri
haadama takes precedence. If you were brought borei pri haadama and haetz you can
say the bracha on whichever you want. Some say that borei pri haetz takes precedence.
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8 A land of wheat and barley, and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land of olive
trees and honey;
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Whichever comes first in the verse of “A land of wheat...” (Devarim 8: 8) takes priority for
the bracha. The second word ‘land’ divides the verse and whatever is closest to that word
is more important than things that are further from the first word ‘land’. Therefore dates
come before grapes, because dates are second after the second ‘land’ and grapes are third
after the first ‘land’. [Rama: This is only if you eat grapes as fruit. But if they were made
into wine they get a new bracha of borei pri hagafen which makes it more important, and
it comes before any other bracha. But a cooked dish from the five species of grain takes
priority even over wine. If two things are equidistant from ‘land’ the one closest to the first
‘land’ takes priority.
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Now I will explain the order of Brachot. Anything which his later is less good.
1. Hamotzi (even from bread of spelt or rye).
Borei Minei Mezonot on a cooked dish of wheat.
Borei Minei Mezonot on a cooked dish of barley.

Borei Minei Mezonot on a cooked dish of spelt or rye which are kinds of barley.

Olives.
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5. Borei Pri Hagafen.
0

7. dates

8

grapes
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9. figs
10. pomegranates
11. Borei Pri Haetz

12. Borei Pri Haadama
13. Shehakol

In all of these cases we don’t pay attention to what you like best. Even if you like the
shebakol thing most, the borei pri haadama takes precedence. But if you have borei pri
haetz and borei pri haadama we go by which you prefer even if one is from the seven
species. If you like them both equally we go after the one that is one of the seven species.
If one of them comes earlier in the verse, for example wheat berries, which is haadama
and olives, the wheat takes priority since it comes earlier in the verse. This is the opinion
of the Magen Avraham. However the Vilna Gaon argues on this as we wrote above. If
neither of them is one of the seven species, then borei pri haetz comes first if you like
them both equally. But if you prefer one that should get the first bracha. If they are both
borei pri haadama, or shebakol we go by which you like the best. Which is considered the
one you like the best? Ashkenazim follow the Rosh and those who agree with him, that it is
the food that you normally like best. If you like them both equally then say the bracha on
whichever you want to eat now. Brachot of food and drink, even shebakol, take
precedence over Brachot of smell.

Mistakes on Brachot
©  Talmud Bavli Brachot 35a
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Mishna. What Brachot do you say on fruit? On fruit from trees you say borei pri haetz,
apart from wine on which you say borei pri hagafen. On fruit from the ground you say
borei pri haadama except for bread on which you say hamotzi lechem min ha’aretz. On
vegetables you say borei pri haadama.
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Mishna. If someone said borei pri haadama on fruits from trees, they have fulfilled their
obligation. If they said borei pri haetz on fruit from the ground, they have not fulfilled
their obligation. On everything, if they said shebakol nebeyieb bidvaro they have fulfilled
their obligation.
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If a person made a mistake and said borei pri haetz on wine they must say the correct
bracha borei pri hagafen.
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It seems to me that if someone said borei minei mezonot on anything they have fulfilled
their obligation because in the language of the Torah everything is called mazon except for
water and salt.

Rice
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Someone who eats rice makes the bracha borei nefashot rabot. If it is cooked a lot, or
ground up until it looks like bread, the bracha is borei minei mezonot. The bracha
afterwards is borei nefashot. This is if nothing else is mixed in, but if it is mixed with
something else, and the other thing is the majority, the bracha is whatever the bracha is for
the majority.



