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Other Brachot

Brachot for Re’ach (smells)
1] Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 216; 1
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It is forbidden to get benefit from a nice smell without making a bracha first. But
afterwards there is no need to make a bracha.

(2] Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 216; 2
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If the smell comes from a tree or something from a tree, the bracha is borei atzei
besamim. 1f it is from a grass (or herb) the bracha is borer isvei besamim. 1f it is not
from a tree or grass, like musk, the bracha is borei minei besamim. If it is from an
edible fruit the bracha is hanoten re’ach tov bpeirot. This is when the person has
taken it to smell it, or to eat it and smell it, but if the person took the fruit to eat and
didn’t intend to smell it, even though the fruit gives off a good smell, they don’t make
the bracha. If a person said borei minei besamim on any smell they have fulfilled their
obligation b'dieved. Therefore in any case of doubt a person should say borei minei
besamim.

(3] Shulchan Aruch 217; 2
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One does not make the bracha on smell unless the item was made for smelling.
Therefore we do not make a bracha on herbs which are placed on top of a coffin to
remove the smell, since they are only to remove the bad odour. One also does not
make a bracha on scents in the bathroom, nor on oils which are made to remove the
odour of sweat.

(4] Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 216; 14
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Someone who smells an etrog during Succot should make a bracha. Some say they
should not say a bracha. therefore it is correct not to smell the etrog. [Rama: Some
say that if one smells fresh bread they should make the bracha hanoten re’ach tov
bpat, and others say not to make a bracha. Therefore it is better not to smell it.
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Brachot of Shevach (praise)
(5] Piskei Teshuvot 218; 1
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Brachot of Shevach are obligatory, but brachot of hoda’ah are optional, meaning that a
person does not sin if they don’t say the bracha. The reason is that the bracha was
established in place of the thanksgiving sacrifice which is optional, not obligatory. It is
only brought for happiness and a feeling of gratitude to Hashem, which is something
different and unique for each individual.

(6] Talmud Brachot 54a
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Mishna: Someone who sees the place where a miracle was performed for Israel says
baruch she'assa nissim la‘avoteinu bamakom hazeh. If they see a place from where
idolatry has been removed they say baruch she'akar avoda zara m’artzeinu. On seeing
shooting stars, earthquakes, thunder, storms and lightning the bracha is baruch
shekocho ugvurato malei olam. On seeing mountains and valleys, on seas, rivers and
deserts the bracha is baruch osseh bereishit. Rabbi Yehuda says: One who sees the
yam hagadol says baruch she'assa et hayam hagadol This is when a person sees these
things infrequently. On rain and for good news a person says baruch hatov v’hameitiv.
On bad news a person says baruch dayan ha'emet. If a person builds a new house, or
buys new clothes they say baruch shehechiyanu v’kiyimany v’higiyvanu lizman hazeh.

Miracles
(7] Talmud Brachot 54a
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It was taught in a baraita: Someone who sees the crossing of the Jordan, or the
crossing of Nachal Arnon, the stones of algabish, the descent to Beit Choron, the stone
that Og, King of Bashan, wanted to through on lIsrael, the stone that Moshe sat on
when Yehoshua fought against Amalek, Lot’s wife, the walls of Jericho that were
swallowed by the earth in their place - on all of these a person must give thanks and
praise before G-d.
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(3] Talmud Brachot 54a
5971739 271 IR - TR XDMIX ,291739 237Mn XYY *915 07317 XD IN

For a miracle affecting everyone, everyone is obligated to make the bracha. For a
miracle affecting an individual that person is obligated to make the bracha.

(9 Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 218; 4
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Someone who sees the place where a miracle was performed for an individual does
not make a bracha. But if the miracle happened to that person in that place, the
person, and all their descendents make the bracha sheassa nes I'avi bamakom hazeh.

Brachot of Hoda’ah (thanksgiving)
Hagomel (Thanksgiving)
(10 Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 219;1
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There are four groups of people who must give thanks. Sea voyagers when they reach
dry land, those who travel through deserts when they reach civilization, Someone who
was ill and became cured, and someone who was locked in jail and was released. The
mnemonic to remember this is v'chol hachayim yoducha selah (all living things will
give You thanks, selah). Chayim stands for choleh (sick), yisurim (tribulations), yam
(sea) and midbar (desert).

(1] Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 219; 6
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If a person does not say the bracha immediately they may say it any time that they
wish, but it is correct not to wait longer than three days.

(12] Shulchan Aruch 219; 7
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In Germany and France they do not make the bracha when going from city to city,
since the obligation is only for those who travel through deserts, where it is common
to find dangerous animals and bandits. In Spain the custom is to make the bracha,
since all the roads are considered dangerous. Nevertheless, if one travels less than a
parsa they do not make the bracha. However, if it is a place that is known to be
dangerous, even for less than a parsa.
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These four dangerous things are not an exclusive list, but for anyone else who had a
miracle performed for them, for example if a wall fell on them, or if they were saved
from a trampling or goring ox, or if a lion attacked them, of if they were attacked by
robbers, or burglars and were saved, and anything else like this, all of them need to
make the bracha of hagomel Some say that the bracha is only said on these four
types of dangerous things. Therefore it is good to say the bracha without mentioning
G-d’s name and Kingship.

(14 Mishna Brura 219; 31
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Only these four - because they are the most common therefore the bracha was
established for them. But other dangers that are not so common one should not make
the bracha of hagomel. Rather if someone has a miracle performed for them they
should make the bracha sheasa /i nes when they go to that same place. Someone who
goes on a journey, even in a place which is not normally dangerous, and is attacked by
bandits who want to kill them - if they are saved everyone agrees that they should say
the bracha of hagomel.

® Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 219; 3
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The bracha of hagomel must be said in the presence of ten men, two of whom are
Rabbis (scholars), as it says “He should be praised in a congregation of people, and
where the elders sit He should be praised” (Tehillim 107; 32). If there are no Rabbis
present, the person should make the bracha anyway, provided there is a minyan.

(16 Mishna Brura 219; 3
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The minhag is that women do not say the bracha of hagomel. The Acharonim explain
the reason is that this bracha can only be said in front of a minyan and it is not
derech eretz for a woman to do so. Some say that nevertheless it is correct for a
woman to say the bracha in front of a minyan, or at least in front of ten women and
one man.
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Aeroplane Journeys

(17 Igrot Moshe Orech Chaim 2: 59
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It is clear that there is no distinction if someone who travels by aeroplane whether the
journey is over the sea or over land. In all cases they must make the bracha, for
reasons | have explained, even if nothing unusual happened during their journey. 1
heard that there are some who say that one doesn’t make a bracha. Their opinion is
wrong, and you must make a bracha.

(13 Yabiah Omer 2: Orech Chaim 14
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The conclusions: Someone who travels in an aeroplane from city to city on a journey
of more than 72 minutes must say hagomel. Even if the airport is close to the city. A
journey of less than this does not require a bracha. This is similar to a journey by bus
or taxi, that if the journey is further than 72 minutes they make a bracha and if it is
less they do not.

(19) Minchat Yitzchak 2: 47
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1 have seen some who bring in the name of Machzik Bracha that asked about Yitzchak
Avinu after he came back from the altar, or the four who entered paradise, or the
Cohen Gadol on Yom Kippur when he came out of the Holy of Holies safely, whether
they must say the bracha of hagomel He writes that the Rabbis only made the bracha
for people who are in danger unintentionally. We must try to understand what this
means. Even though Yitzchak was commanded by G-d to be on the altar, and the
Cohen Gadol on Yom Kippur is also a commandment, since they were prepared to
give their lives to fulfil G-d’s commandments it is not called a miracle that they were
saved, so they don’t need to say hagomel However at first sight it seems strange,
because also people who go on boats or through the desert are also putting
themselves at risk of their own choice... Maharam Shik says that this explains the
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words of the bracha — ‘who does good things for the guilty’, because they put
themselves in this dangerous situation. We have a principle that a person should not
put themselves into a dangerous situation, because this uses up their merits and also
G-d checks their deeds, yet even so G-d did a miracle for them. Nevertheless, only in
this case when the person had to go on a long journey, and there was no other way of
getting there except across the sea or through the desert, therefore they were forced
to put themselves in a dangerous situation. Aeroplanes, however, are different. Nobody
forced the person to go in a plane — they could have gone overland by train, or on a
boat, which would not be so dangerous (unless they had to get there quickly and
there was no alternative but to take a plane). Since they didn’t take an alternative, but
chose to fly in a plane, even though it is not too dangerous, and is permitted to fly in
a plane, nevertheless it is not better than those cases mentioned above. The Rabbis
only made the bracha of Aagomel/ in cases where the person was in danger without
intent. Therefore after flying one should say the bracha without G-d’s name.

Brachot of Reiah (seeing)
(20] Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 227;1
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On shooting stars, on earthquakes, on lightning, on thunder or on wind that blows
very hard, for each of them the bracha is oseh ma'aseh bereishit. If they wish a person
may say shekocho ugvurato maleh olam.

1] Mishna Brura 227; 5
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On each one - the custom is to say oseh ma'aseh bereishit on lightning and kocho
ugvurato on thunder. This also makes sense, since from thunder we see G-d’s
greatness more than from lightning. However, the truth is that each bracha is
appropriate for each of them, and therefore if one sees lightning and hears thunder at
the same time they only say one bracha, which is oseh ma'aseh bereishit. If they made
the bracha of kocho ulgvurato on either of them they have fulfilled their obligation.

Rivers And Seas
(2] Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 228;1
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On rivers and seas, mountains, valleys and deserts, the bracha is oseh ma'aseh
bereishit. On the Yam Hagadol, which is the sea that is crossed to get to Israel and
Egypt, the bracha is oseh hayam hagadol.
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(23] Mishna Brura 228; 1
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Oseh Ma'aseh Bereishit - since it has been there since creation, and it is praise of G-d
when we recognise something that we know is as it was since the time of creation and
still exists. The bracha of kocho ugvurato is not appropriate for this, since it does not
fill the whole world but remains in its place.

D Mishna Brura 228; 2
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The river that crosses - this is called the Yam Hagadol because of the importance of
Eretz Yisrael. Many Acharonim argue on this, and hold that it is the ocean which is
the Yam Hagadol because it is the sea that encompasses the whole earth, and on that
they established a unique bracha because of its greatness. But the sea that is crossed
to go to Israel is not called the Yam Hagadol in this respect, and the bracha for it is
the same as for all other rivers. All of these brachot are only when the person has not
seen it in the past thirty days.

Seeing A Friend After An Absence
(25) Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 225; 1
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One who sees a friend after thirty days makes the bracha shehechiyanu, and after
twelve months they make the bracha mechayei meitim. This is when the friend is very
dear to them and they are happy to see them.

D Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 225; 2
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Someone who has never seen their friend but has sent them letters, even though they
have not enjoyed seeing them, does not make a bracha upon seeing them.

Strange People And Animals
@D Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 225; 8
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Someone who sees a black person, or someone who is very red, or someone who is
very white, or a dwarf, or someone who is covered in warts, or someone whose hair is
all stuck together, or an elephant or a monkey, makes the bracha meshaneh habriot.
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Rainbow
@  Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 229; 1
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One who sees a rainbow says: Baruch Ata ... Zocher Habrit, ne’eman b'vrito, v’kayam
b’maamaro. 1t is forbidden to stare at a rainbow too much.

(29] Mishna Brura 229; 1
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Someone who sees a rainbow - it is not appropriate to tell a friend that there is a
rainbow, because it is like saying lashon hara.



