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Opening Containers

There are many potential prohibitions:
destroying anio
tearing yiy7
making an opening nno nwy
building nin
cutting nnn
erasing j7nin

Since there are so many potential prohibitions, and there are many
arguments and doubts, it is preferable to open everything that you made
need before Shabbat begins.

Minchat Yitzchak 4; 82

(38) Therefore, according to Halacha
it is certainly better to open all
containers before Shabbat. Even
cutting off the top of the barrel, that
is permitted in the Talmud, the
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Maharshal (brought in the Eliya Rabba) forbids, unless there are guests
coming. You see that it is very difficult to permit opening containers.

Destroying nio

Talmud Shabbat 146a

Mishna: A person may break open a
barrel to eat the figs inside,
provided that he doesn’t intend to
make it into a container.

Talmud Shabbat 47a
One who assembles a camp bed on
Shabbat is chayav a chatat.

Rashi Shabbat 47a

Chayav a chatat - he begins and
completes it, and is chayav because
of makeh b’patish, which is the Av
Melacha for any completion of an
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activity. However, he is not chayav for binyan (building) because there is

no building with utensils.
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Tosefot Shabbat 146a 121 72IY 0”7 .17 97 NAW NJOD NISOIN
It appears that there (in Eruvin) it is MWT XONI 7TaDN NIX 127 10X DNNT AR
forbidden to destroy the box, and N7 {7INT 7N0IN2 MPHPT DIYD NaNN DX 11wy
here it is permitted to break the " 'ONI (W1 27 9T) " 1T X2NN 719 1]
barrel, because here we are talking 7¥ W2 NMIY 72701 NNRY NN PAT 0NN
about a musteki, like the Talmud in Ri7IT D7UDI XV 71 NOT DD MUY YY
Beitza explains. Rashi there explains NJ'7I 7Y 0N N7 NIV NDNDT 1Y 12N
that a musteki is a barrel which has 472 TIWYT [IOTY KDY W07

been broken and stuck back together with resin. Therefore only this kind
of barrel may be opened on Shabbat, since it is not a good container,
therefore the person will not be careful with it, and there is no concern
that he will come to make it into a container.

Shulchan Aruch OC 314; 1
There is no building or destroying N 90 TV |D'O D¥N NIIX Y |N7IY
Wlth utensils. ThIS only app“es to 12D WD 7 1RV, NNl .0'751 n'nol ' 'R
things like barrels, that have been nMIW7 7' NST1 MY 7271 NMIWIY N
broken and glued back together with | M°' 372 N7A7 13! X7 T2721 1dinaw D Nir'7
resin. Therefore one is permitted to 73R jNID "m,n n'7 i 3'NT ANS7 A7 Y
break it open to take out what is RV 2 "OK MW7 AIOK D7V XD DR
inside, provided that he does not 12 2737 AOK RD7VA 372 "OKI 73 M
intend, to make a nice opening, IOX ,|:umn7 OX ,WUTN 171 N1 &' "OXI1 ,UThN
because that would be a problem of metaken mana (fixing a utensil -
makeh b’patish). But if it is a whole container it is forbidden to break it
open, even in a way that does not make it into a container. It is forbidden
even to make a new hole in it, or if it already has a hole it is forbidden to
enlarge that hole.

Chazon Ish OC 51;' 11 N 770 X”2 "D N"IX WX |ITh
Removing the metal cap that is used NX N2 'PNIOY 9I9> DLH ML YOI
to close bottles, and which they IS 110V {712{720 T 7V ANKI P7NMY D7137310
press onto the bottle around the ax1 112N [RY NINIE AN N9 NTNND 1T
neck, is considered like breaking the DY XD 'R NNIR NIIYNN NN5N2 N'0DY
clay seal on a barrel, and is INTT ,NDN NYIWA DR IYXD X771 /70 NIMD
permitted, since it is not attached. 0’721 MM X 7702

Even to remove it with a key that
bends it is permitted, and there is no problem of breaking a utensil, since
we never find an issur of building or destroying on breaking a seal.

Shmirat Shabbat K’'Hilchata 9; " n7YN 'O 75 ANDYAD NAY NYDY

note 10 ,NADYWN'7 NDOI7N NX TN 7017 D727 |10

Since we usually through the can J7N0IN 7¢ NNdI VIV 1730 2'WNT 12NoN
away, it would seem that it is

considered to be not a good container, and is like a musteki barrel.
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Tearing yip
Shulchan Aruch OC 314; 8 N 9'Y0 TW |D'0 D”N MR W N7V
Chotelot (kinds of containers) of DX , NNl 0PN 7¥ (@070 D D) NI7NIN
dates and figs, where the cover is 7200 NNWAY INI0I N0 ,71N W7 10N
tied with a string, one may open N7 70U ,NI7NIN 7¥ [912 "ONXI1 201 179X NN
and destroy the s’tring even with a 72IXN 71077 1D D'T7W IX D'TIAR M1IWY 10D
knife. Even the chotelot themselves 0Ny

may be ripped open, just like we are permitted to open nut shells in order
to get the food inside.
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Mishna Brura 314; 40

Open the nut shell - this only applies
when they are not complete
containers, but are only made to
ripen the dates inside them.
However the Shulchan Aruch has
already forbidden opening a proper container at the beginning of this
siman. The Pri Migadem is not sure whether the net bags which are used
to tie up fruits are considered like chotelot.

Making an opening nno nwy

Rashi Shabbat 146a D7 9T NAY NOOD »¥A
Provided he doesn’t intend to make NN91 N NA71Y7 - 70 NIWYY7 PRI K7W Ta7a1
a container - to open it neatly with a N]

nice opening.

Talmud Shabbat 146a
Rabba said: The Torah only forbids ADF T NIY NOOP 1733 TIDTN
an opening which is made for NYY 1KY NNO 75 — 1IN 12T :N20 DX

. ; . . . DIYD ATAT XN 2271 ,NNO 1I'X - N'NIN7I 0'DN7
putting things in and taking things

. ; . N'720 {7IDRT71 RVIXR '70V7 TAYT 720000 7w 717

out. Rabbinically any opening is
forbidden because it is similar to a chicken coop, which is made to let in
air and to let out the smell.

Building nia
Minchat Yitzchak 4; 82 19 |D'0 7 77N PNY NNID NI
(37) It seems that despite the X7 7730 NP2 MWD AMORT AKX DINK (17)
Opinions we brought above, the law 'R 750 70 TMNWUNT XN RTAT ,ANIZON 1T
of the Mishna still stands. If one PRT "0 ,0W X"TNN UNY NIYYNND DIV
destroys the entire container, none X"TN2 OW "Y1 ,77201 10X DIV 'R 0701 N'ND
of the concerns of the Chazon Ish 75 NNNWN PR AWIYT XD ,NRT1 DT, (17 NIX)
apply, and according to the opinion NN WWN DIY 'RY [DIN2 700 '71IW] NInY
that there is no building with NN'M5N2 X QY 75 NIINT 19'7NDY NNNWN
utensils there is no prohibition. NIYYNAN YUn DY 721X 7107 D"NR nUIVY
Therefore if someone makes any TIY IR PRT 700 70 12w N IRTIAT 77N
kind of hole in the base of the J7NDIDD AT Y1, 773 WIDWT
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container, in such a way that it cannot be turned into a usable container,
there is no longer any problem in making another opening to remove the
food inside. It is certainly considered like destroying a container, since it
has no further use, and is worse than a musteki.

Chazon Ish OC 51; 11 N 7”70 N2 D N”IN WK |ITN
Cans of oil or fish, which are made 7772 'DLD YYD DT 7Y INX [NY 7Y NINDDI7
from sheets of metal and are sealed 7U¥ DON NIX 2021 PONINT,TX 70D PoIXAI
all around, and are opened by .. AWT NOHNN NOND BT X7T AR ,NNON
cutting the metal on the top: it XIN D72 7900 D701 70 WY1 NS 17 NWIYWD
appears that this is not the same as N2IN1Y NN X'XIN7 X7X XOOI7N 7V INYT 'RW2
removing the cover of a barrel which 710'7 NN MY YUN AT NDUNI AFIT7
would be permitted.... Through this MIOXY7 W' DIDKX ... P02 WX TNNDI,NMANAN
opening the can becomes a OTX 12 NON1,NND DWY PI2' XP7T N DIWD
container. There is a doubt in a case IX I 12 N"IN7 N1 WDW? KOSIFZA 7V DNV
when the person has no intention of LXNUN DATA 70 721X 1IPKT [AN'T1 2711 DINDD
reusing the container, and only AVIDYI 27 RN

wants to take out the contents, then discard the can. Is this considered
like breaking a barrel to take out the figs, or like cutting the top with a
sword? However, it is forbidden, lest one come to make a nice opening.
Many people intend to reuse the container for holding soap, or nails, or
similar things. Also, sometimes they don't eat all the fish, and use the can
as a container to store the remainder.

Cutting ynnn
Erasing nin

Tevilat Keilim o> n'7ao
If one intends to reuse the container (e.g. coffee jar), and the container
was manufactured by non-Jews, it requires immersion in a Mikva before
use. However, one may remove the contents in the normal manner - i.e.
a small amount at a time.

Some examples of practical cases:

Tins - Torah prohibition if intention to reuse. If intention to discard some
permit, some forbid.

Tins - making hole in bottom first - some permit, some forbid.

Tin with ring pull - as above.

Cans of drink - some permit, some forbid.

Bags of milk - forbidden to open in the usual way. Opening with teeth or
knife - some permit, some forbid.

Milk carton - preferable not to open on Shabbat.

Bags of drink - permitted to open with teeth or straw and drink the
contents from the bag.

Jar of coffee - permitted to open.

Plastic cover on container - permitted to open.
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